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We are alive. Mumbai has
been through its worst ter-
ror attack but we have sur-
vived. While we must
remember what we have
lost we must also celebrate
what we still have.I decided
to celebrate by doing some-
thing I’ve never done before-
be chief  editor for an entire
issue of  the Spirit. We edi-
tors depend on the readers
as well as the writers. What

I ask is why can’t you be both? Why don’t you type in an article and send it to us
today? 
You don’t know why you would take the time out to write… You don’t know what to
write…you don’t know how to write…? Well I’m going to help you with the answers.

Writing is the most liberating, fulfilling experience. Not only can you pen down
secrets that you wouldn’t tell a soul (and send them under an anonymous id) but you
can create a world all of  your own, where you get to beat the limits of  ordinary exis-
tence- one fantasy at a time. Writing is one of  the more effective ways to ‘live your
life out loud’ to reach out to millions of  people in one go. 

As for what to write on, Jack London says ‘You can't wait for inspiration. You
have to go after it with a club.’ Record your experiences and keep in touch with the
world around you. Just go for it. ‘You don't have to be great to get started, but you
have to get started to be great.’- Les Brown . There are five pointers that one must
keep in mind while writing-
1. Communicate- ‘Writing is communication, not self-expression. Nobody in this
world wants to read your diary except your mother.’ -Richard Peck 
2.Captivate the interest of  your reader. ‘Usually, when people get to the end of  a chap-
ter, they close the book and go to sleep. I deliberately write my books so when the
reader gets to the end of  a chapter, he or she must turn one more page. When people
tell me I've kept them up all night, I feel like I've succeeded!’ -Sidney Sheldon. Maybe
striving for Sidney Sheldon’s standards may be a bit too much to ask, but once you
finish writing, keep the article aside. Go through it again after sometime. The
amount you enjoy reading it is a clear index of  how much your reader will enjoy it.  
3.Don’t use too many big words ‘One of  the really bad things you can do to your writ-
ing is to dress up the vocabulary, looking for long words because you're maybe a little
bit ashamed of  your short ones.’-Stephen King. The vocabulary you have is the same
as almost 70% of  the population, relish the connection. And trust me if  your reader
has to take a dictionary and read what you’ve written, chances are  very high he
won’t make the effort to read it at all.
(Remember Joey using aortic
pumps for hearts :))
4.Write about what you believe in-
‘Fill your paper with the breath-
ings of  your heart.’ – William
Wordsworth. Writing always flows
when you allow your heart to flow
into it. Be unafraid, be yourself
and feel empowered when you
write.
5. Fill your work with humor-
‘Total absence of  humor renders
life impossible- Colette’. And the
same applies to books. Imagine reading a book with chemical structures to reading
Malgudi Days or P. G. Wodehouse. Which one will send you to sleep sooner? Therein

you have your answer. 
I hope these tips are helpful and I look forward to a lot more new
contributors from the next issue of  Spirit onwards. 
A huge thanks to Sukant Goel and Alok Patil for their handsome
contribution. 
I enjoyed myself  immensely compiling the articles you’re about
to read and I know the read will be as enjoyable ;-)  So let the trek
begin (into the world of  the SPIRIT)…
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With experience of  75 years ICT celebrated its first
birthday as a deemed university on 1st October!
Gracing the occasion on this foundation day was

a mentor for many, the determined spearhead and the ex-
Chairman of  Infosys! Shri N.R.Narayan Murthy! The num-
ber of  students waiting to see him was phenomenal! The
foundation day in our college is also the day that the Alkyl
Amines UICT Young Scientist award is bestowed and the
UAA Distinguished Alumni are felicitated. This year, the
celebration started with a
lecture by the Young Scien-
tist awardee, followed by
the high tea and then the
most awaited part of  the evening… the function and fi-
nally the chance to see the much revered Shri Narayan
Murthy! Distinguished veterans, young minds and tech-
nologists of  the industry were in attendance for this foun-
dation day which started off   right on schedule! On the
dais were, Shri N.R.Narayan Murthy, Dr. R.A.Mashelkar,

Dr. A.D.Sawant, Shri V.D.Sanghvi, Dr. Vijay
Habbu and of  course, our very own Director,
Prof.J.B.Joshi and Prof. Gaikar. Prof. Gaikar
hosted the august gathering, and invited the
guest speakers. Dr. Mashelkar imbued enthusi-
asm into the occasion as did Dr. A.D.Sawant and
Shri.V.D.Sanghvi. Shri Narayan Murthy gave an
encouraging and awareness creating speech that
made everyone think about the state of  our edu-

cational system. Through an apt comparison with our fi-
nancial and technological competitor China and the
smaller nations like Taiwan and S.Korea, he brought to
light some facts that stunned us and will hopefully spur us
into action. It was shocking indeed to find out that we are
at the fag end of  the patents and the affiliations with uni-
versities as compared to many other countries and heart-
ening that he had found time to research and speak to us
about it. His speech was rousing and shocking, encourag-

ing and yet awakening and
utterly like the man he is- di-
rect, to the point and straight-
forward. The speech received

a standing ovation and left a feeling of  action in everyone’s
mind! After his speech was the felicita-
tion of  Raghuvaran Sunoj, the Alkyl
Amine-UICT Young Scientist award
winner. Later, the awardees of  the
UAA Distinguished Alumni Award,
Shri. S.M.Mokashi, Shri D.G.Udas,
Shri B.M.Shah and our very own
Prof.A.B.Pandit were felicitated. The
function ended on a high note with a
rousing national anthem and everyone
left with a heart full of  ambition and
gratitude, vision for the future and
gratitude for the institute that inspired
them!  
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A lecture a day;
Makes me think this way………

I’m feeling a bit moony…
And a lil’ bit loony…
Dark clouds gathering
With no silver lining!! 

The cause of the clouds 
you might ask,
I’ll say  
It is a mighty task, 

To listen to an old crone
Who, in your ear will drone 
He makes your brain go woolly 
And things seem rather silly.
Drawing weird charts

Seems to give him a kick,
Interpreting his handwriting
Makes me really sick.

If I try to doze, 
He snorts through his nose.
Shaking me out,
Of a rare state of bliss,
My handsome frog 
I was about to kiss.

I stare at him, like an angry cat
I wish I could turn him into a bat.

But a Wizard’s magic I know naught,
In his trap of boredom, I am caught.
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‘he brought to light some facts that stunned us
and will hopefully spur us into action’!

Iusually love the rains. The exception was the day Sagar, Alisha and I
caught a train from Dadar station. It was pouring cats and dogs. Sadly,

my 1st class pass had just expired the day before. However, due to Sagar’s
insistence, we entered the gents 1st class but, were soon joined by the

Ticket Checker at Sion station!!! Alisha and I got off  to
change compartments leaving our bags and umbrellas be-
hind in our haste. We still couldn’t make it in time and I saw

Sagar waving to us from the leaving train. That got me annoyed. C’mon
who says ‘bye’ in such        situations!!!! Our mobile phones lost their sig-
nals, as was expected when most needed. 
We took the next train, and searched for Sagar at Kurla but in vain. We
then took the train to Vidyavihar. Just then Sagar rang saying he was at
Kurla!!! So we got off  at Vidyavihar to wait for him… but as luck would
have it, the trains stopped after that. 

So Sagar was at Kurla (you’ll know how it gets during rains!!) loaded
with bags (his and ours) and we were at Vidyavihar, left, with nothing!!!
We were drenched and dripping from top to bottom (we were without
umbrellas after all!!)  Clothes sticking to our bodies, feet dirty to the core.
It felt really icky!!! And then nature called!!! What timing man, what a dis-
aster!! 

We had to contact Sagar or find the nearest washroom, whichever came
first. Choosing the former, we exited the station. Chappals, polythene bags
were floating all around us.  On the phone during Sagar’s lengthy diatribe,
I remained calm so as not to worsen the situation. Back at the platform,
chaos reigned. Finally almost 1 ½ hr later, we saw our Coolie (it wouldn’t
be wrong to call him one), walking across the tracks with a bunch of  peo-
ple and 3 bags!!!!  We felt relieved (at last!).  

After the rains ceased, we took an auto back home. On our way I felt
daft, when I realized his wave at Sion station, had been for us to get down
at Kurla. We were completely exasperated at the end of  the day. The rain
had really taken its toll on us!!! But the memory evokes a smile now...On
a wet day, with hot bhajias, and a piping hot cup of  cutting chai, it be-
comes a topic of  great  merriment. 

Disaster in the Deluge!    › Kshama Doshi

- Shamika Kulkarni



‘Light is good from wherever it shines.
The lantern, the candle, the diya, or even neon lights!

Better to share a warm glow,
Than to curse the darkness of the night.’ Diwali is a festival with more than one name, more than one story to tell of  its origin,

and a single message to spread- one that speaks of  prosperity, hope and the triumph of
good over evil within all of  us. We may have our own ways of  celebrating this festival

of  lights, but the idea has always been to bring people together in a community celebration.
Children see it as an opportunity to burst firecrackers, gorge on sweetmeats and have fun with
their friends, while adults revel in the social gatherings, the meeting of  family and old friends,
coupled with the joy of  traditions passed down for generations. The moments and memories
of  this festival tend to hold a place in our minds so, with the festival having just gone by, we
took the opportunity to ask some of  our professors about their childhood Diwali memories: 

Last weekend marked the end of  the month long
fast during the holy month of  Ramadan and

the beginning of  Shawwal -- the tenth month of  the
Islamic calendar. It is on the first day of  Shawwal

that Muslims celebrate Eid, which means “fes-
tivity” in Arabic. Eid is celebrated after the
sighting of  the new crescent on the previous
evening. It is on this day that the world’s 1.2
billion Muslims celebrate the joyous holiday
called Eid ul-Fitr, “the Festival of  Fast Break-
ing”. On this day Muslims celebrate a month-
long achievement which was performed for
the sole purpose of  pleasing and serving
Allah. For a Muslim, Eid is a day of  thanks-
giving. Fasting is forbidden since this day
marks the end of  the month-long fast. In the
morning of  Eid, Muslims are encouraged to
enjoy a sweet snack such as sheer-khurma (a
mixture of  dried fruits fried in desi ghee and
then boiled with milk) and Sewaiyaan. Other
practices on this special day include bathing
and adorning oneself  in new or one’s best
clothes. Muslims celebrate Eid by expressing
thanks to Allah by means of  distributing

alms among the poor and needy (Sadqua-e-
Fitr) and offering special prayer in Eidgaah (a
place where all the people come to offer Eid
Namaz). On this day, gifts are given to children and
loved ones by their elders this is often termed as
Eidee. Eid ul-Fitr is the first of  two holidays in
Islam. The second holiday is called Eid ul-Adha
and falls on the 10th day of  Thul Hijjah, which is
the 12th month and occurs during the Hajj. Pre-
cisely speaking, the message of  Eid is: The month
of  daily fasting is not only a sacred duty, it is also
a powerful teaching,
and in many ways a
gift of  Islam to the
entire rest of  the
world– reminding
not simply Muslims,
but all people, of  our
shared obligation to
aid those who live
with poverty and suf-
fering. It reminds us
that we must work
together to build a
more humane world.

“Navratri” as the word sug-
gest means a festival of  9

nights. The 10th day is cele-
brated as ‘Vijya Dashmi’. Just
to be on a little informative
side, it is celebrated exten-
sively in Gujarat and Bengal
(called as durga puja) . Nine
forms of  “Shakti”-Durga,
Bhadrakali, Amba, Anna-
purna, Sarvamgala, Bhairavi,
Chandrika, Lalita, Bhavani
and Mookambika are wor-
shipped on these days. On the

very first day of  navratra, if  you see half  of  the world wearing the colour
green, then do not think you are amongst different species, because each
day of  this festival is related to a particular colour.

Traditionally, a ‘puja’ is carried out and it is followed by Raas
(dandiya) and garba. Nowadays there is more of  dancing and less of  the
rituals. If  you are going to perform this dance form where a large crowd
gathers, then you may almost go blind for a fraction of  second with the
dazzling mirror work on the costumes and the heavy jewellery.

I remember when I learnt dandiya for the first time. It all started with
a challenge. I had gone with my friends to celebrate Navratri for the first
time. After the deity worshipping came the most sought – after  part:
RAAS. A guy whom I had never met before came to me and challenged
me to participate in the next round of  dandiya. A total amateur, I was
nearly frantic. I went and alas, was paired up against the same dude. The
music started gaining pace, and so did I. The dandiya sticks were going
in perfect rhythm, one time left and other time right (as my friends had
educated me), or so I thought. The beats faded and finally I saw the guy’s
face. But, what was that expression? He was totally pale! Oh! I had been
hitting the sticks on his fingers, not on his dandiya sticks, the entire time.
That first night was a total disaster (more for him than for me). But I had
just discovered my new passion, so I went to the same place the following
day as well and guess what? If  you are thinking that the same guy did
not show up then you are wrong. As soon as he saw me coming from the
north gate, he rotated 180 degrees to south and I believe he never ever
dared anyone to use those sticks again. One thing is very true that expe-
riencing the thrill while doing Raas or Garba is fantastic.

Prof. Rekha Singhal:
“One year when I was around 8 or 9 years old,
a cracker came in through the window and landed on the floor. It even
set the curtains on fire. It was quite a startling experience. 
As children we enjoyed helping out at home during Diwali- from mak-
ing the batter for mithais into balls to cleaning the house like it was our
life’s mission, it was an enjoyable time for us. There was a great spirit
in the air.” 
Dr. Mohan Narayan:
“Well, I prefer a noiseless Diwali, one which is truly a festival of  lights.
My friends and I, would make our own lanterns, and put them up. I grew
up in a colony and I remember that each building would decide to put
up lanterns of  a single colour. So, anyone passing by would have seen
one building lit up in red, one in green and so on. It was quite an amaz-
ing sight.”

EID-UL-FITR

NAVRATRI

DIWALI

-Meer Tarique Ali

-Simran Kaur

THE
 MA
JOR
 FE
STIV
ALS
 OF
 IND
IA

-Smeet Gala
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Idling away your time on a beautiful
weekend; coming across an old photo-

graph while cleaning your room; or chatting with an old school
friend, may transport you to the “golden past days”. Once this
journey is over, you curse your present and get back to your nor-
malcy. But I tried to ask myself  “was the past really better than
the present?”  The answer is- “not really”… 
Let’s take my own case. I was too busy during junior college days
to ponder about such things. Then I came to UDCT, far from my
beautiful city Nagpur and my beloved parents. Initial days
seemed unattractive with the so called “interactions” with sen-
iors, professional studies, missing mother’s food... I used to rem-
inisce over the past days and wait eagerly for the day when I
would be an engineer. Finally the day came when I had to bid
farewell to this institute. 
I would not be able to meet my friends, witness various celebra-
tions and parties, sit in the canteen and lecture halls ever again.
Suddenly all those years which seemed like hell at one point
seemed like heaven to me now. So what’s the reality? Were those
days any better than the present?
It turns out not really. Thinking that the past was better than
present, projects a negative attitude towards the present. Being
a strong optimist, I thought of  a solution. There are three ways
to react to such a problem, according to me:
1) To not care about it, to let this chain of  good past, bad present
continue.
2) To learn to live with the problem.
3) To learn a technique so that the problem never arises. Love
your present equally and do not compare it with the past. Moti-
vate yourself  to do things in the present, which will help you
make a name for yourself.
Our present is as interesting as the past or the future. It is the

present where we actually live and so we should make full use
of  each and every moment, recognizing the importance of  this
time now only, rather than noticing it few years down the line
with the statement: “GONE ARE THOSE DAYS…”

Terror struck Mumbai on the 26th
November and left nearly 250 people
dead including some of  our best se-

curity men. Panels of  experts have dis-
cussed their views on who was
responsible, what failed and so on. The in-
cident has served as a wake up call. Mum-
bai will not take any more of  this. For her
own sake; and for the faith people have in
her as India’s ‘City of  Dreams’. But, is
there a way to safeguard our land? Can we
argue that if  a handful of  fanatics hold a

city at ransom a truck
full of  trained men are
sufficient to overcome
them? Let’s face facts.

Terrorism is no
longer faceless, nameless;
lurking in remote mountains and in-
accessible valleys. 

This worst of  human behavior was
countered by some of  the best. Stories
of  humanity kept pouring in, in the

form of  rescuing the injured, donating
blood…the list goes on; and life goes on.
Mumbai may have been paralyzed; but it
is slowly recovering. This incident has
shaken our foundations, but it has also
provided an incentive to introspect, not
just within the system but also within
ourselves. Educated people like us should
take up the responsibility to solve issues
of  national interest through petitions and
PILs. Citizens if  united can
change or even make laws
which govern the country.

We must act now…After all,
doesn’t a stitch in time save
nine?

Gone are those days… a new perspective…
Sujit Suresh Jogwar

PHD candidate
Department of Chemical Engineer-

ing and Material Science
University of Minnesota

SPIRIT feature: 
Brave heart Preeti Pa-
gare 
Preeti Pagare, student
of  1st year B.Tech
(Oils) couldn’t just sit
and watch terror un-

folding in the city. So on 27th Novem-
ber she went to the JJ hospital for
blood donation and then to the Taj
Mahal hotel. As reality struck her, she
saw that many of  the reporters had
not eaten anything since 2 days. She
and her friend brought food and water
from Churchgate as everything was
closed in the curfew ridden Colaba.
The atmosphere was electrifying; po-
litical apathy rampant. On asking
Preeti if  she had any regrets she
replied “I should have gone earlier.”
Hats off  to you brave girl!

Preeti Pagare 

Apurva Naik
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General awareness today is that the pres-
ent day world has been invaded by the
west, not merely technologically, but

also in political, economical and sociological
aspects. But the most dominant influence has
been by the cultural invasion. It’s prominent
features have made their way into the social
fabric of  countries like India, which have a
rich culture based on ideals of  morals and
ethics. 

The youth undoubtedly are the future of  a nation and are the capital for
a vibrant tomorrow; and also the ones who are most af-
fected by this cultural invasion. The evils of  the west,
mainly in the form of  music & films, influence the youth
of  today by conveying immoral messages through the
celebration of  events like ‘Valentines Day’, etc. On the
other hand, our future leaders look towards the west as
an ideal for them to follow. In their blind copying of  their
'ideal', they have imbibed the unfavorable qualities along
with the good ones. 
Looking at what the western culture has given to its own
society, we find numerous examples of  alcoholism, drug
addiction, homosexuality, illegitimate relations, disre-
spect to elders etc. In spite of  these, it has succeeded in
attracting the Indian youth by using the bright and col-

orful weapon of  media.
However the real culprit that remains hidden is the education that is im-

parted in our institutions. It is the same which was proposed by Lord Macaulay
more than a hundred and fifty years back to serve the imperialists’ interests.
Even after sixty years of  freedom, it is unfortunate that the very purpose of
education- to promote individual thinking and welfare of  society is lost. Now
the main intention is 'learn to earn'. Today a majority of  the youth slog in uni-
versities to get well paid jobs in an MNC or to get a 'Green Card' and work for
the imperialist powers. We also see a rise in incidents of  crime, corruption
and indecency; not by the illiterate but by the educated. 

On the other side, the traditional schools like the Gurukul and Madrasa
which gave importance to setting up a strong education foundation and culti-
vating morals and ethics are slowly disappearing today.
The need of  the hour is to prevent our youth from getting trapped in the seem-
ingly beautiful wildness of  this cultural imperialism. It can be done by adopt-
ing a policy of  Redefining of  education; by redefining the very purpose of  it
and reviving our culture. The youth need to be prepared for Regain-
ing the Struggle that they have exhibited around the globe for the
upliftment of  truth and justice. And lastly using the holistic quali-
ties and by the power of  struggle, they are to play their part in Ren-
ovation of  Society, by involving themselves in upholding the dignity
of  life.

How many times has this word given
us a cold sweat/ wobbly knees and
a lump in our throats (fear, simply

put)? While it is used as a tool of  terror
and hatred, da bomb is also linked with on-
going research. We in UICT are about
chemistry and chemicals. And knowledge

is the best defense. So here goes…
An explosive consists of  explosive material, detonator and cas-
ing. The explosive material undergoes combustion or decompo-
sition reaction, when triggered by heat or shock energy from
the detonator. This gives rise to a sudden, uncontrolled release
of  gas that constitutes the explosion. There are various types
of  bombs ranging from grenades to atomic bombs. Most rely on
impact or time release triggers. RDX (cyclotrimethylene-
trinitramine nitroglycerin) or ‘royal demolition explosive’
forms a part of  plastic binder explosive (PBX) which renders it
malleable and hence can be used or disguised in many ways.
While dynamite is absorbent material soaked in nitroglycerin,
chemical explosives range from gasoline to ammonium nitrate 

fertilizers. For a home made bomb, all one requires are a bat-
tery, a 2 liter plastic bottle, hydrogen peroxide (3% or more), a
hammer and a sharp nail. While manganese oxide from the bat-
tery and hydrogen peroxide are used to yield the explosive re-
action, the bottle serves as casing. 
Detection isn’t  easy unless you
are actually looking for a bomb.
Smell is more apparent if
diesel or kerosene have been
used. Unattended opaque con-
tainers or even envelopes may
be suspicious if  there are oil
stains on the outside. IIT Bom-
bay is currently working on
cantilevers layered with 4-mer-
cury benzoic acid that can be
used to detect RDX. Don’t move a bomb as there may be motion
sensors or trip wires connected to it. Modern bombs don't tick.
Mechanical timers are a thing of  the 50's.So just because it does-
n't tick does not mean it isn't a bomb.

It is next to impossible for an ordinary un-
trained person to defuse a bomb. Experts use a
ballistic (projectile) bubble containing a shaped
charge that vaporizes, (destroys by conversion
to vapor) the explosive without detonating it. A
few steps to defuse your basic atom bomb in-
clude 
1.Disconnecting the wires that connect the det-
onator to the battery or trigger/timer
2.Remove the neutron trigger of  the bomb. This
is a small ball or disc made of  some highly ra-
dioactive material, which initiates the explo-
sion.
3.Remove the conventional explosion from the
bomb.
4.Separate the two small chunks of  metal (they
will be heavy for their size). These are called U-
235 masses, AKA an isotope of  uranium, being
very careful to not let them close to each other.
5.Place the chunks into separate metal boxes if
you have any.
However, in most situations, it is better to re-

main calm and composed and call for help im-
mediately (read- do not panic!)
Or one can run for cover. Thick concrete, brick

walls suffice as cover.
Never take cover under
thin metal sheets or
glass.  
Additional facts:
-Larry Sanders is work-
ing on ammonium ni-
trate encapsulated in
hydrophilic capsules to
prevent its use in mak-
ing bombs.
-A patent for a bomb

suppression bin (inflatable walls and water that
can be used to cushion the blast) was produced
in 2005. 

So take care and be alert. In the words
of Captain Planet ‘The Power is Yours’. 

CULTURAL IMPERIALISM

DA BOMB

Maqbool Saleem 

the SPIRIT

6DISCLAIMER*: Whatever information has been in-
cluded in this article is easily available on the net and
not confidential.



Making history was not on Indian ace shooter Abhinav Bindra's
mind when he took aim for the Olympic  men's 10m air rifle

title on Monday, 11th August, 2008. India has got its long awaited
First Individual Gold Medal in Olympics. But history he did make.In
the final his 10.7, 10.3, 10.4, 10.5, 10.5, 10.5 and 10.6 shots put him in
the lead by 0.2 points. Then he hit 10.0 & 10.2. And with the contest
poised on knife-edge, Bindra fired a brilliant 10.8 with his last shot
to get a final score of  700.5.After returning to India, Bindra was a
picture of  tranquility. “Lets make winning a habit, not a possibility,”
Bindra said. Lack of  preparation is what is keeping India behind at
the global level in the sports arena. His golden burst is a tiny ember

in the treacherous and unyielding for-
est of  Olympics. Can we blow this
ember into a raging inferno? Can we
capitalize on this to transform India
into a proud sporting nation? This fire
which he has lit in the hearts of  young
sportsmen will take India to the top
countries in the Kingdom of  Sports.
Sparks of  this have been seen soon
after this as Sushil Kumar won Bronze

in 66 kg freestyle wrestling & Boxer Vi-
jender Kumar fetched Bronze in 75 kg category. As Abraham Lincoln
said, “I am a slow walker but I never walked backwards”, India has
started progressing slowly on the Sports track but we should keep
this progress steady & moving which will be the true test!
Thank you, Abhinav for giving us the good fortune to hear our Na-
tional Anthem live at the Olympics…. 
Bet you didn’t know this about our Golden Bachelor…. 

Bronze in the 2001 Munich World Cup with world record of
597/600. 

Gold in the Pairs event and Silver in the individual event in
Manchester Commonwealth Games, 2002. 

Arjuna Award in 2001. 
Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award for the year 2001-02. 

Won World Championship Gold in Zagreb on July 24, 2006. 
11th in Sydney 2000 and 7th in Athens 2004 though he broke

Olympic record. 
Ranked world number 17. 

Abhinav Bindra – Symbol of a Raging
INFERNO- Santosh Suryavanshi

ABHINAV BINDRA

Orissa followed by furthering of  anti-Christian propaganda in
the form of  CDs trying to create a picture in the minds of  the
people that Hinduism is in danger from proselytizers effect
holds no water. Christianity has been here in India since AD 52
and it hasn’t changed India. 
It is indeed high time that the bluff  of  the RSS combine was
called; the culprits behind this rampage against the Christian
community were punished and dealt with severely. But again

perhaps the government has been deferring this
task for ‘an auspicious time’ or is perhaps wait-
ing for things to simmer down on their own lest
it ‘catalyses’ the explosive situation. Or more log-
ically, it is simply refraining from taking any de-
cisive action, as the Christians do not possibly
constitute a decent enough vote bank. In all prob-
ability the state has once again proved to be noth-
ing more than a tool that can be used by men

totally wrought with their own prejudices and who can never
be held accountable for their own lapses. It is a state which is
biased against all at some point of  time or the other as it deliv-
ers nothing to its people and where incompetence is fought
with…. more incompetence
Disclaimer*: Sentiments expressed here are solely those of  the writer.

That day, on my way back home, I read a hoarding meant for ad-
vertising a music reality show. It read --------”24 states, 24
voices…….which one will you choose?”

I wondered……has India reduced to being just a collection of a num-
ber of states? I mean, are we no longer proud of the phrase ‘unity in
diversity’? Why do we have to bring our
regional background into the picture
when we are talking about a national
level music competition? I don’t know
how many of you have pondered about
this issue but it really bothered me. I
mean, agreed that the purpose of all
these reality shows is to let the audience
choose their favourite singer……but isn’t
that supposed to be based on the talent
of these singers rather than which state
they come from? Being a Punjabi, would
you vote for a singer who comes from
Punjab or a Maharashtrian singer who genuinely sings better than
the contestant from your state?
It is our duty as responsible citizens of India that we go for the most
deserving contestant irrespective of the state that he or she
belongs to. Otherwise, there remains no meaning to call
the show a ‘talent hunt’ since if a contestant wins just be-
cause more number of people from his state voted for him
and not because he truly deserved to win, he would rather
not have won! I hope everybody agrees with me on this…
.just think how would you feel if you won a competition in
college not because you were better than your competitor,
but just because you had more friends voting for you than
for him! Would it be fair? You might enjoy the fun of the mo-
ment, but in the long run, the feeling of ‘not being the best
and still being the winner’ is going to cripple you.
The point to be noted here is that being the winner of a re-
ality show is not so important that we have to let go of our
integrity as Indians. India is unique because we have so
many different states with so many different cultures to
boast about……let’s not divide ourselves based on the state we be-
long to. All these different cultures are meant to unite us….let’s not
give ourselves any chance to bring our respective states before the
country……..we are all Indians and let the feeling of oneness prevail
in our minds forever.
By the way, all my thanks to the reality show whose advertising
hoarding inspired me to write this piece of article! May the show pro-
duce successful singers and my sincere wish is ‘may the best one
win’!

PBEING AN INDIAN 

The first President of  India had once said that ‘the worth of
the Constitution depends upon the worth of  the men who

work it’. In a country where freedom and security were prom-
ised to all regardless of  ethnicity and economic background it

seems that these men have made a mockery of  our Consti-
tution by continually undermining the ideals on which our
country was built. At a time when hate campaigns and
riots have been used as instruments to manufacture fear
and foster prejudices, the State should have risen above all
to administer justice and restore order. However the cal-
lous indifference on the part of  the government in the face
of  the unprecedented violence faced by innocent Chris-
tians in Orissa and Karnataka simply point out the ineffi-
ciency and bad governance that has eaten
our state from within and done nothing but
increasingly marginalized the minorities,

imbibing in them a sense of  alienation and inse-
curity.  
It is true that the fight against terror must go on.
But how is picking up random Muslim youth and
‘identifying’ them as terrorists on the basis of
‘evidence’ (which is more often than not planted)
and ‘confessions’ (which are more often than not finagled out)
even acceptable? What about going after militant Hindu groups
that are targeting minorities? The cold headed strategy followed
by VHP/Bajrang Dal using Swami Laxmanand’s death as a pre-
text to create communal carnage in 
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Hey! Just take a
minute to th-th-

think!

Stammering is always
used as comic re-
lief  in movies and

plays. Who can forget
Bollywood King SRK’s fa-
mous dialogue K-K-K-
Kiran…? But have we ever
thought about the pain of  the
person who ‘stammers’ when
people laugh at this unusual
habit? Yes it is a habit and is
not a disorder like so many of
us seem to think. The one who
stammers develops it because
of  a lack of  self  confidence.

When we make fun of  him, it makes him more conscious, shyer and
worsens his stammering. He fears expressing himself  and so keeps
quiet even if  he has better ideas than the others. We all know how we
feel when we face an audience which is laughing at a mistake we made
unintentionally. How much worse is his condition? My friends, you can
help such a person by being there for him. Make him a friend. Don’t
isolate him because he cannot speak as well as you can. Support him
and advise him to see a speech therapist or counselor.  A person who
stammers already has a lot of  hardship to face in a world where good
communication skills are so important. Don’t make life harder for him.
One wishes that someone like Aamir Khan would make a film on his
troubles as well. But don’t wait for a movie on it to make a start and
make a change where his life is concerned. William Shakespeare, Al-
bert Einstein and many great personalities used to stammer. Give him
a chance, who knows who he might be some day?

- A friend who requests you to understand the sorrow of  the one
who stammers

Soft rock band Savage Garden ’s smash hit
single “I want live to, LIKE ANIMALS. Careless
n free, LIKE ANIMALS….” appeals to me a

whole lot better when I see the free spirited, sun
basking , ever exploring animal population on cam-
pus. I am sure for a fact that if the research papers
weren’t UD’s claim to fame, the

abundant and the different variety of
animals out here would surely have

brought the alma mater to the headlines of ANIMALAE
TIMES!!!! 
With a dominating wag in their prowl, the ROADATIONS (the
sophisticated stray dogs!!) solemnly rule the cricket-cum-
football-cum-atheletic-cum-god-knows-what-all-ground,
with an assumed responsibility of protecting their turf! Like
all Homo Sapiens, each of these four
legged pooches, have their own métier.
Some scavenge among the mess’ left-
overs (which is mostly what the hostelites eat!!)  , sturdy ones manage
the security of the clan and the tiny tots train in looking cute and enthu-
siastic when someone approaches them with grub. Everybody on cam-
pus are so used to these fur-balls that nobody really minds the fact that
a dog is snoring right under their feet while they work out innumerable
derivations!! 
The ‘meow’ population (read the feline demography) is fultoo bindaas.
The girl’s hostel is never complete without the mention of its cat resi-
dents!! Boorish yet cute, clumsy yet agile; they take pride and honour in
being the pet peeve of the girls. Minu, a very attention seeking cat , often

enters the rooms as and when she likes, swishing her tail from side to
side complaisantly, making the girls go ‘awwww’!!! Licking and grooming
her self all day long, I’m sure she can give any top notch Bollywood hero-
ine a complex with the adorable pattern of her fur coat!! She loves rolling
over the computer table much to the glee of the girls and the annoyance
of the warden!!  Minu’s pregnancy saw the girls fussing over her to make

her feel as comfortable as possible to the extent of making
a girl’s room her maternity ward!! laugh when one such aer-
ial explorer, wandered off into the class, almost flapping
its wings into the professor’s face, scaring the daylights out
of him! 
The bird faculty of department animalae, mostly pro-

vides round the clock entertainment by their intriguing
and hilarious antics. Be it a wet, ugly crow crowing to
glory in a serious math lecture or the pigeons thinking

that chalk pieces is nest building
material,
they

never let a day go by without people rolling in
peals of laughter. So much so that the profes-
sor once burst out into an embarrassed 
Cozy and comfortable, the campus provides
ground for establishment for a variety of flora
and fauna and I pray feverently for it to stay
that way because this fact gives me one more
reason to cherish my alma mater, one more
reason pulling me back into its ever inviting
and conciliatory arms… 

WOOF!! MEOW!! CAWW...

Apurba Banerjee

CHEMISTRY OF LAUGHTER
STATE

Laughter is a gaseous state of  matter.
OCCURRENCE

It is cosmopolitan hence inevitable and
omnipresent. It’s abundance can be

traced to the back-benches of  the class-
room.

PREPARATION
Can be easily prepared in a class-
room by accidental or deliberate
mispronunciation by any of  the

students. Funny questions are
helpful in the preparation of

this gas.
EQUATION

Back-benches+ Funny questions =
Laughter.

PROPERTIES
It is always accompanied by the display of  teeth.

If  mischievous students are added as catalyst, they ac-
celerate the reaction resulting

in a scolding.
It is a chain reaction that can

be quenched by teachers
scolding.
USES

It is used to disperse the
boredom in the class.

It is also used to make a
lecture arresting and

interesting.
TEST

Presence of  gas can be de-
tected by muffled or a loud noise,

teeth or comical facial expressions lead-
ing to another explosion of  laughter.

SHASHIKANT HARER
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We stepped into U.I.C.T with an ambition of  becoming great engineers but always
wondered what it will be all about. Well into our second year when we were finely
grounded in the basics of  our course we dreamt and wondered what it would be like
to visit a real plant. Our dreams saw the light of  the day early Saturday morning on
the 27th of  September when  seven of  my classmates and I went over to Aarti indus-
tries.
We first visited a plant were the process of  conversion of  benzene to chloronitroben-
zene was carried out along with production of  sulphuric acid. The plant involved dif-
ferent processes namely catalytic chlorination of  benzene, nitration of
chlorobenzene and production of  sulphuric acid, which was used in the plant itself
for nitration. We were shown the process by the respective process managers and the
chemical engineers on site. The processes, which seem to be so simple on paper, were
in fact quite lengthy and intricate. It was quite fascinating! Additionally we also
learnt about effluent treatment processes and other related activities. We also learnt
how they handled the economics of  the plant by modifying it as and when required.
After a brief  recess for lunch we went to the next plant where catalytic hydrogena-
tion of  chloronitrobenzene was carried out. Here we saw the complications involved
due to use of  gaseous reactants. We also saw how the industry used the product of
one plant as the raw material of  the other to expand its output and cashed in on prof-
its. Following this we made our way to the third and fourth plant where they con-

verted various chloronitrobenzenes to chloronitroanilines in batch type processes. These were
the intermediate products for dyes and therefore were made depending on their demand. We
also saw the effect the conditions had on the reaction and the product.
By then it was time for our homeward bound. We were really happy about getting an insight
into the challenges that we as chemical engineers were expected to face and tackle. It was truly
a ‘mind opening’ and memorable journey.  

A knife juggler doesn’t face the same
amount of anxiety a person who has to choose
between a contest that he really wants to go for
and lab by a strict teacher faces. Sometimes we
question why we put ourselves through it and
sometimes we know we wouldn’t have had it any
other way. The balancing act needs passion, man-
agement and yes a sense of humor. Here are the
views of a few jugglers ;-)
Nikhil Dandekar, sports lover and football addict-
‘The balancing is through time management and
dedication. I can get up at 7 a.m. to come for play
practice in college though I wouldn’t be able get
up so early for a lecture’

Divya Menon, (one of the ace balancers) last year’s General Secretary says
‘when you’re working for something, you should focus on it completely. If you
are playing or working for an event give your all to it for that period of time. Re-
member we’re here for studying so give that your 100% as well.’
Yogesh Barot- (even I wonder how he does it at times) gives advice for those
who feel the burn of ambition- ‘I mimic professors and remember their lectures.
Its not what I’ve read but how I’ve absorbed it in class that gets me through an
exam. I even skip sleep to live up to my commitments, at times. But it really
pays- last year I earned Rs. 3.68 lakh through my part time assignments and
competitions- 68 in last two years and 38 in last 3 months.’
Snigdha- this year’s General Secretary tells us how to do it- ‘We must assign ad-
equate time to our priorities. Once a period of time has been fixed it should not
be exceeded. It is important to attend lectures and have a complete set of notes.
Take out time during exams to concentrate on studies. Taking part in extracur-
ricular activities helps you meet different kinds of people, understand their at-
titudes and problems. It also is the best avenue to improve your management
skills.’
Hmm…Rahul Patil last year’s Cultural Secretary says it can definitely get hard
at times ‘Extracurricular activities also provide a refreshing change from the
usual time table. It helps me to concentrate better in class and be more atten-
tive.’
Niranjani, SPICMACAY Head says ‘Only if you have a love for the activity should
you take it up. Don’t do it just for a c.v.’ 
So at the end of the day, the choice of being a juggler is entirely yours. The re-
wards for those who do dare it are numerous and if we don’t stretch our limits
now, then when shall we do it?

AN INDUSTRIAL VISIT

The Balancing Act- 
Here are some
tips to get
girls.

Statutory Warning: having a
girlfriend is injurious to
wealth
tried & tested
issued in public interest  .
10. be a good listener,most of
the girls love speaking.
9. even if  she may look the

same every day try & com-
ment on her looks .
8. always try and be a mys-

tery 4 them......dont disclose your intentions in 1st go
7. give them their space.
6. don't make her feel  that you are superior to her.
5. never ever praise any of  her friends or may be any

other girl in front of  her(not even your mom or sister).
4. try and give them surprises they love it.
3. never ever argue with her.. because there's no point

fighting a battle which is already lost.
2.always make her feel that she's the queen and you are

her slave (care for her).
1. always act dumb in front of  her but confidently...(they

love correcting you)
these are some of  the tips..
try them at your own risk.
conditions apply.....

"The SPIRIT is yours, help us make it
better. Send in your feedback and articles to

thespiritofict@gmail.com"

Juhi Chauhan

-anonymous
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Beyond Love, by celebrated author Dominique
Lapierre, is one of  the most real and true-to-itself
books that I ever have come across. The core of  this

book is the journey of  the deadly disease, AIDS. It is based
in the 1980’s, which is probably before most of  us were even
born, but the clarity of  thought makes one feel like a part
of  the long journey! The ease with which complex scien-
tific situations are explained, and a sense of  urgency
makes one stay gripped throughout. 
Everything in this book is human. There are no heroes or
villains, and the situations are real. It showcases
many people involved in every stage of  the fight
against AIDS. Every person becomes a hero in his
or her own way. Each part fits in together beauti-
fully, to form a masterpiece of  human mosaic. A
young priest, who was gravely injured, but found
that he could connect to others through praying
for them, the work of  Mother Teresa’s sisters, the
scientists studying AIDS. The intertwining of
people who may never have met otherwise! This
book shows that truly, "No man is an island."
Beyond Love is for keeps. It is a marvelous combi-
nation of  scientific rigour and sensitivity. 
One of  the main characters in this book is Luc
Montagnier, head of  the Pasteur Institute, wgho
recently won the 2008 Nobel Prize in Medicine for

his discovery of  the AIDS virus.
Adam Smith, Editor-in-Chief  of  Nobelprize.org. interview
with Luc Montagnier- A SNIPPET
The virus was in Africa for a long period of time, as shown in
some recent papers.
But the AIDS epidemic started about the same time world wide.
There are cofactors which may act indirectly by inducing muta-
tions and may be the cause of the epidemic. And for that we have
to not only find physical treatments but also improve the hy-

giene conditions, especially in Africa. I'm working on a
vaccine – not a preventive vaccine but on a therapeutic
vaccine which is aimed at completing the antiretrovi-
ral therapy which is now given to many patients even
in Africa, but which does not cure. So the idea is to
eradicate the virus infection. I think this is the main
step now. 
Where it is not feasible to give a treatment for life, we
must create a treatment which, like for tuberculosis,
can be given for a short period of time – 6 to 9 months
– and then stopped. This would be followed by vacci-
nation with a combination of viral protein, so that the
immune system of the infected person can learn to de-
fend him self. Nature has shown us people who are in-
fected, but are not sick. So the idea is to make most of
the infected people, never sick, for life. 

Shyam Benegal's Welcome To Sajjanpur (WTS)
takes you to a hamlet in Northern India where
letters are still the only mode of  communica-

tion, power cuts are a part of  daily life and riding a
two-wheeler is like a distant dream. 
Mahadev [Shreyas Talpade] is one of  the very few ed-
ucated young men in Sajjanpur. He aspires to be a
novelist, but ends up making a living by writing and
reading letters sitting next to the post office...which
is an almost extinct profession in India. (trust Shyam
Benegal to do his research!) Through these letters,
one comes to know the assorted characters: a letter

writer, a power-hungry goon, a eunuch, a short-tempered army man and
his widowed daughter-in-law, a compounder, a house wife who's hus-
band, working in Mumbai, hasn't showed up for four Diwalis... 
His ability to write persuasive letters makes him popular with the
largely non-literate population of  the village. Aware of  this power; he
soon uses his talent to manipulate people with amusing (and sometimes
not such amusing) results. 
The character portrayed by Shreyas and his interaction with various
people make the proceedings exciting. Every actor in WTS delivers a
sparkling performance, but the show belongs to Shreyas Talpade. Am-
rita Rao is cute and admirable. Yashpal Sharma [terrific], Ila Arun [su-
perb], Divya Dutta [effective], Ravi Kissen [wonderful], Rajeshwari [nice]
and Ravi Jhankal [exceptional] are delightful. Kunal Kapoor's presence
comes as a surprise. 
Shyam Benegal may be known for intense films, but as you watch WTS,
it dawns upon you that he's equally proficient when it comes to light en-
tertainers. WTS works because of  its simplicity. Expect no glitz-n-glam
here. In fact, it doesn't even have a strong plot since it's a character-dri-
ven film. Yet, it keeps your interest alive in most parts. 
On the flip side, the songs (though very soothing to the ears) are unnec-
essary. Except for the song during the titles, the movie could have easily
done without any songs at all. Also, the publicity of  the movie is very
bad. A lot of  cine-watchers still aren’t even aware of  the movie. Yet, it
has slowly started picking up from word of  mouth… 
Final verdict? Watch Welcome To Sajjanpur for its simplicity. Its
strength lies in its story and how well a seasoned director like Shyam
Benegal narrates it. Let's just say, Welcome To Sajjanpur is certainly wel-
come! 
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Achievements at  the 45th Annual Convention of Chemists
2008 and International Conference on Recent Advances
in Chemistry at Karnatak University, Dharwad, Organized
by Indian Chemical Society. . 
1Topic: Selective hydroformylation of unsaturated esters
using a Rh/PPh3-supported ionic liquid-phase catalyst, fol-
lowed by a novel route to pyrazolin-5-ones 
Presented by: Anil G. Panda, Prof. Bhalchandra M. Bhan-
age*
Award: Indian Chemical Society Young Scientist Award
2.Topic: Pd(OAc)2 catalyzed aminocarbonylation of  aryl
iodide with aromatic and aliphatic amines in water.
Presented by: Pawan J. Tambade, Prof. Bhalchandra M.
Bhanage*
Award: Prof. P. Sengupta Memorial Young Scientist award
3.Topic: Cesium carbonate catalyzed efficient synthesis of
Quinazolin-2,4(1H, 3H)-diones using CO2 and 2-
aminobenzonitriles.
Presented by: Yogesh P. Patil, Prof. Bhalchandra M. Bhan-
age*
Award: Dr. J. M. Dasgupta Young Scientist Award.

-NITHYA HARIHARAN

...Contd. The Craziest Thing I Have Done- Batul Elec-
tricwala
One lazy afternoon, my partner-in-crime, Janhavi and I
landed up at Moshe’s. The waiter handed to us our menu
cards. Our eyes wafted towards the whole pastry cum
cheesecake that the people on the adjoining table had left
behind! We possibly could not allow dessert to go to waste
(think of all the people who die of hunger!) Janhavi read
my mind and gave me the green signal. With swift arm ac-
tion, I reached out and swiped the cake to our table.
Happy with our work of art, we bit into it. The waiter arrived
at that very moment and amidst a lot of judging looks, qui-
etly went back. As soon as we bit into the pastry, we real-
ized it tasted like a cat’s foot!! The idiots that we are, we
then decide to put the pastry back on its original table.
The inevitable then happened; the waiter almost caught
us in the act!! I can honestly never forget the look on the
waiter’s face that day. It was a mix of pity (he must have
thought we were really poor), guilt (he didn’t know whether
he should reprimand us) and a large amount of shock! We
then called him back and placed an order, while explaining
to him how we had suffered a deprived childhood. 
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"All work and no play makes Jack a "dull boy",
goes an old adage. At ICT, one would see heads
deeply fused into voluminous books and journals,
corridors with people walking at a disciplined
pace, their minds full of  experiments and ideas
or in labs, busy in research work. What with the
rigorous line-up of  lectures, practicals, assign-
ments, journal completions and so on and so
forth? We ICTians actually need to be reminded
that there is some such saying. However, going by

the radical change in the sports scenario, this institute would per-
haps make Jack someone who's anything but a “dull boy”.

It is true that the mind of  child needs to be developed, but it is
the body which houses the mind and as such the fitness
and health of  body should form an integral part of  any
system of  education, which we all know has now come
into practice in ICT. Quoting Baron Pierre De Coubertin,
the founder of  the Modern Olympics: "in the new world
rising around us, sport is capable of  playing a supreme
part in promoting progress and social unity, and so, we
desire to see it purer, more chivalrous, more transpar-
ently sincere." 
Young minds are trained to accept defeat with a smile

and victory with humility. Putting it aptly,
"When the great scorer comes
To write against your name,

He marks not that you won or lost,
But how you played the game!!"
Sports is a means of  refreshment and recreation. It fills the

player with new vigor, vitality and enthusiasm, thus promoting
better concentration in studies. As it
is rightly said, "the Battle of  Waterloo
was won on the playgrounds of  Eton".
We ICTians are lucky to get the op-
portunity of  playing all kinds of
sports here. The SPORTSAGA really
brings out our talents paving our way
to good health and energetic minds.
So, my friends, the golden key for leading a bright and healthy

life awaits you!! So just go and grab it!!!

October 5, 2008. 
Anish Desouza (T.Y.C.E.) writes:
"I always arrive late for office but I make up by leaving early ;)" 
The wit and sarcasm in the above cheesy one-liner makes sense in context of  Ganguly. Is this the reason
why most of  the people have been clamoring for his retirement?

Sourav Ganguly, one of  the Fab Four, has been written off  by the media of  late. His non inclusion in
the Irani Trophy squad made people feel that his career had ended. Nevertheless, on October 2nd, the tiger
stroke back (or should we say the new selection committee stroke back?). At this point I am reminded of
The Board of  Control of  Cricket in India. No other cricketing body- Cricket Australia, PCB- ‘controls’ their
players. A recent example of  this control is the VRS implemented
by the BCCI.

Ganguly's fans say that he cannot be written off  because of  his
records. Geoff  Boycott’s ‘Prince of  Kolkata’ does have the weight of
experience, he knows how to get up the Australians noses and in the
most recent series against them he scored two fifties and two spiky
forties. But as my grandfather used to say- "There are lies, dumb lies and there are statistics. "However,
these half  centuries did not look like they were centuries nipped in the bud. He has looked like a player
running on his reserves, not one for the future. During fielding it appears that he is escorting the ball to
the boundary instead of  stopping it. 

The new batch of  selectors was supposed to rise above regionalism and select the best combination of
youth and experience. Was Dada’s selection justified? Was there no one in better form, confidence or
greater promise for the future to walk out at the Chinnaswamy Stadium on October 9th? It seems that with
every series the call for his head to roll is becoming louder, which is not the ideal end for a glorious career
taking into account his yeoman service to India.
P.S.: October 7, 2008.
Sourav Ganguly announces retirement from Test cricket after the Border-Gavaskar Trophy series.

UD SPEAKS

ICT is getting transformed into a deemed Univer-
sity. As this transformation confers responsibili-
ties on each one of us, it also develops
expectations among all the people related to
this institute.
We the team of THE SPIRIT decided to voice

the expectations of fellow ICTians on the brink of
this transformation.

Prof S.S.Bhagwat: “University is a place where knowledge in the
subject matter is taken ahead” and this is what our institute has
always aimed for at any point of time. Most of the functions within
the parent university are about administering examinations. This
transformation will confer the freedom of conducting cross
courses in the institute. Also decisions regarding the syllabus and
exam patterns will be made considering the industry and current
technology. This change will also gift us with the flexibility to con-
duct joint programs with other universities. 

Jyoti Chougle, phD in Biotechnology: We, phD students have to
visit the Mumbai University a large number of times for our topic
approval for a span of around 8 to 9 months. I hope this change
helps us to bring about topic approval in a time of 1 or 2 months
so that we can save time and concentrate on our research.

Nikhil Dandekar, TYBPharm: I expect a better system of student
assessment with the introduction of a GPA system or a concept of
weekly tests rather than studying only twice once before the peri-
odic tests and once before the semesters. I think there should be
a common 1st year course for all the 3 branches where the stu-
dent gets to learn the basics of each branch and then he can be
given a choice of selecting one branch.

Manaswita Malatpure, FYCE: The first thing that I expect is better
facilities like wifi facilities in the campus and better placements.
The cross courses that the institute plans to conduct will be bene-
ficial as it gives more options for students to choose from. Collab-
oration with universities abroad will be really helpful in gaining a
different perspective.

ICTiANS WITH SPORTING MINDS!!!

THE GANGULY CHRONICLES

-PRATIKSHA
NIHUL

The SPIRIT
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 itsaro vaYa-
dusaro vaYa- saMplyaanaMtr BarpUr majjaa kolaI 
ihMDlaao ,ifrlaao ,ip@car paihlao ,Jaaopa kaZlyaa ,KUp KadaDI kolaI.
baGata baGata sau+I saMplaI ,sau+I baraobar majjaa saMplaI
AaiNa itsa-yaa vaYaa-cyaa AByaasak`ma baGata ,maaJaI tr baaobaDI vaLlaI
!
AsaUna AsaUna iktI kzINa Asaola Asaa svat:laaca p`Sna ivacaarlaa
,
BarpUr AByaasa k$ Asaa inaScaya kolaa.
pNa itsa-yaa vaYaa-t pa}la Taktaca
maaJaI tr sagaLI hvaaca gaolaI !!                          

Aaz ivaYaya AaiNa ek la^ba mhNajao Aaplao kaya haoNaar?
100%Ka~I pTlaI kI malaa tr na@kIca vaoD laagaNaar!

HT ,MT .Sep. Pro. yaaMcaa AByaasa krta krta maaJao mastk
ifrlao
ho Jaalao tInaca ivaYaya  ,AjaUna Aahot baroca ]rlao
Mat tech,CRE ,STAS .Psychology
Gaama fuTlaa;QaDkI BarlaI……
Thermodynamics caa AByaasa krta krta
maaJaI Free Energy na@kIca vaaZlaI !

ivaYaya saMpta saMpt naahI , %yaat AaNaKI la^bapNa GausavalaI
Fluid Flow cao Calculations krtanaa , maaJaI puropur vaaT laa-
galaI.

pacavaI saoimasTr saMpt AalaI 
vaOtagalaao ,saMtplaao ,kMTaLlaao ,qaklaao
pNa prIxaocaa AByaasa krayacaa saaoDUna ,
sahavyaamaQyao Aaplao kaya haoNaar ,yaacyaa ivacaarat pDlaao.

UICT 
Achievers

UICT Winners in Chemergence’08-
Industrial Defined Problems- 1st place-
Sudhanwa Devasthale (T. Y. B. Tech. PPV)
Kunal Bangar (T. Y. B. Tech. PPV)
Omkar Manjarekar (T. Y. B. Tech. Dyes)
Poster Presentation- 2nd place-
Pradnya Vaingankar (Final Year B.Pharm)
Rohit Kapile (Final Year B.Pharm)
3rd place-
Khushalini Ulman (T. Y. B. Tech. Textiles)
Mugdha Mathure (T. Y. B. Tech. Textiles)
Chemical Quiz- 1st place-
Arnold Gonsalves (T. Y. Chem. Eng.)
Devavrata Golangade (T. Y. Chem. Eng.)
2nd place-
Viraj Modak (T. Y. Chem. Eng.)
Chinmay Joglekar (S. Y. Chem. Eng)
3rd place-
Apurv Jain (T. Y. Chem. Eng.)
Parag Rane (S. Y. Chem. Eng)
Salt Act- 1st place-
Mitesh Gangar (S. Y. Chem. Eng)
Tanmay Gharat (S. Y. Chem. Eng)
3rd place-
Parag Rane (S. Y. Chem. Eng)
Chinmay Joglekar (S. Y. Chem. Eng.)
Technical Paper Presentation- 2nd place-
Raghuvaran Maniiyer (Final Year B. Tech. Dyes)
Hrishikesh Thakoor (T. Y. B. Tech. Textiles)
Nitesh Acharya (T. Y. B. Tech. Dyes)

At competitions conducted by PFNDI (Protein Foods and Nu-
trition Development Association of  India) at SNDT, Juhu-
Pavika Singh and Kaveesh Nandwana  from T.Y.B.Tech- Foods
won first prize in the poster presentation.
Siddhi Thakkar and Gaurav Madivale from Final
Year B.Tech-Foods won second prize in Debate on
the topic ‘Is food fortification necessary’.
.Bhushan Gachake from Final Year B.Tech- Foods
won second place in the Hindi rock band compe-
tition in umang 
the cultfest of  nm college-

In a recently conducted National Level Students'
SEMINAR "FUSION-2008",organised under the
auspices of  TEQIP, by IIChE Students' Chapter,
Department of  Chemical Engineering, JNTU Col-
lege of  Engineering, Anantapur
Andhra Pradesh, on 12th September 2008.  The de-
tails are as follows:
1.  Ms. Sherin Thomas (3rd Year B. Technology -
Department of  Food
Engineering & Technology);  "Orange peel into a biodegrad-
able

cost-effective polymer - a solution to curtail environmental
hazards and
oil crisis":  PAPER Presentation FIRST PRIZE.

2.  Ms. Khushalini N. Ulman (3rd Year B.
Technology - Department of  Fibres
and Textile Processing Technology);  "Use of
fibre-reinforced ceramic for
ballistic protection defense textiles":
POSTER Presentation FIRST PRIZE.
Amit Negandhi & Shweta Pai, Final Year B.
Pharm won 1st place in Poster Presentation
for their topic ‘Animal Pharming’ at IPASC.
Yogesh Barot  won personality contests at
Kiran, KC College, was runner in up at those
at Kaleidoscope, Sophias and Lashkara,
GNIMS. He also won mockstock at KBS and
together  with Abhay Dhumal, won Man Who
Sold the World, SJMSOM. 
Abhay Dhumal was winner at Sudoku, SJM-
SOM.
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Be unafraid to be who you are, even if  you are viewed as unusual. Be unafraid to follow your dreams, no matter where they
may lead you. Be unafraid to love with all your soul, for only then can you find heaven. Life is crazy, be crazier!

Below is a list of  people who not only pride themselves in being crazy, but are also bold enough to share their stories (they also
managed to contact me when I was looking for crazy specimens in college) And now I present this endangered species (You’ll
think so too when you know what I had to go through to find them). Read on and be amazed by their antics…

Mrudul Bhide And Anagha Nimkar -
At peak time traffic, Jeny, Mrudul and
I were crossing the road, albeit slowly.
Somehow, I accidentally stepped on
Jeny's chappal. It came off. She didn't
stop but continued ahead. We made
our way across to see Jeny standing in
the middle of  the street, hands on her
hips, looking bemused. Her osho chap-
pal was now under a car, driven by a
sardarji. He couldn't understand what
Jeny was telling him so she had to ex-
plain by lifting her foot, pointing at
her osho and then under the car. The
funniest part was him peering out of
his window, trying to spot it under his
car!! Jeny retrieved it only by crawl-
ing halfway under the car. ..It was a
fantastic tension-breaker 15 minutes
before our first sem exam!!!

Yogesh Barot- One day my friend Vinay told me about his chat friend Sonia
Singh from Delhi. She used to scrap him regularly. Their relationship devel-
oped from strangers to best friends in about two months…Soon, both of
them were on each other’s minds if  not 24/7 at least 18/6. My friend was
crazy for her and used to imagine how beautiful she could be. He asked me
whether he should propose her. I told my friend to go ahead. But the girl ac-

tually proposed to him herself  the
next day. She also displayed her pic-
ture. Next day my friend was down be-

cause he came to know
that girl was not a girl,
he was a boy. He didn’t
speak with me for two
days and practiced
punches on me like I
was a sand bag because
that guy was me. Actu-
ally I had created a fake
profile and played a
prank on him…now he
never adds any un-
known girl as his friend
thinking that it could
be me again. Well that’s
how crazy I am, I am a
smart crazy guy! (Btw
the pic I displayed was
of  my school friend
Krutika. She was sport-
ing enough to help me
out. She and
Vinay are
going out
now…all be-
cause of  me
;))

Aditya Thakkar- I had just passed out of junior college.
My friend Deep was going abroad to study. We were
talking on the phone at around 12 in the night and sud-
denly he said, "Lonavala jaaneka hai kya abhi?" I
thought about it for 10 seconds and then said "let's go!"
I picked up my friend in 10 minutes. We knew no one
would agree with our crazy plan. So we just told our friends to get
down for 15 minutes. As we left, one of my friends asked "Where
are you going?" and both of us started laughing. I said" We're going
to Lonavala man!!" They were shocked and wanted to go back but
eventually we managed to persuade them. We picked up beer on
the way. The feeling of breaking all restrictions and leaving was very
exhilarating. On the way we threw chilled beer on sleeping cab driv-

ers and raced through the toll without paying. By the time we reached Lonavala it was around 3 a. m.
We went up to Tiger Point which is a place where you get bhajiyas and the scenery is very beautiful,
but that night we couldn't see anything. Everyone was pretty scared because we could see no one
around and we could see only in the direction of the head lights. At that time my friend was in the
driving seat. He suddenly switched off the headlights and we felt as if we had gone blind. Then he
started to pretend as if the car was not starting. Some people just have too much "keeda". On the way
back home, we realized we needed to refuel but hardly had any cash. Everyone emptied their
pockets and assembled around 250 bucks. The tank was literally empty and we were midway between
Lonavala and Mumbai. Around 5-6 litres must have been filled in the tank. I thought we'd never make
it back. I shifted to economy mode and drove on top gear at a constant slow speed to make up for my
earlier reckless driving and thankfully we made it back. We had breakfast at 5am at madras cafe and
I dropped everyone home. No one’s parents found out and no one got screwed. 
I will never forget this day and I’ll probably never have the courage to do it again.

Amey Puranik- One of  my school friends turned 20
with just one wish- Get Drunk! So he had his share
of  drinks, got into a euphoric state and dropped off
to sleep. He suddenly woke up at 3 am with another
birthday wish - Learn driving! Obviously the only
person with a car in the party was also drunk and
yes…you got that right…he agreed to teach my no-
longer-a-teen drunk friend to drive. The only way I
could make sure everyone was safe was go along
with them. I ended up being in the
back-seat of  a car, driven by a drunken
guy (who’s only experience of  driving
so far would be video games) and
being taught by a guy who himself
was drunk. What followed after that
was really a rollercoaster ride…be-
cause my friend stepped on the accel-
erator whenever he was supposed to
press the brakes and vice versa (we
took a U-turn back to the same lane
and almost ended up hitting the di-
vider). The background music of  this
thrill ride was provided by 15-20 dogs
who kept on following us everywhere.
Finally, out of  frustration (or insan-
ity) the drunken “teacher” punched a
dog on his cheek when the dog leapt at
the window (sorry PETA, I think my
friend did a favor to BMC’s stray dog
eradication drive!). When I reached
home safely (with no casualties in any
form), I realized that I really was
crazy enough to allow myself  to be-
come a part of  that ride!     

A Celebration of Crazy!!!

Divya Dias-
My friend
and I were in
her car when
we passed a
d r u n k e n
man lying by
the side of
the road. I got a jhatka and told
my friend ‘Lets feed him.’
Being doubtful she asked
‘Dias, are you sure this is a
good idea?’ But being adamant
I dragged her out of  the car
and bought a pav bhaji. So
there we were- one pav bhaji in
hand, one drunken man on the
road and one mission in our
minds. We tried waking him
up by calling him. I even tried
to shake him despite the fact
that he was covered with filth.
We were in the hot sun, feeling
like complete dolts as everyone
around was staring at us won-
dering what we were up to.

Even the
seller smiled
at us as we
made every
effort to
wake him up
and he just
r e m a i n e d

oblivious. He never ate the pav
bhaji much to my disappoint-
ment and I learnt very one im-
portant lesson that day- before
you buy food for a drunk make
sure he’s woken up!
So here are the five crazy peo-
ple. Have a favorite? Think one
stands out above all the rest in
terms of  craziness? Well speak
up. Vote for whom you think is
the craziest and we shall print
the results in the next issue of
the Spirit.
DISCLAIMER: We do not advo-
cate their kind of  behavior in
any way. 

I present you The Crazies-
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In late 1920s UICT used to be a
British aristocrat’s abode. He

had two daughters aged six and
eleven. The elder daughter se-
cretly hated the younger one for
all the love and attention she got.
Once when they were playing, the
elder girl saw her chance and
pushed the younger one out the
window. She died. The whole inci-
dent was put down to an acci-
dent. The little girl lays buried at
the graveyard beneath the girls’
hostel. Some people’s bodies are
laid to rest but their souls still
linger on…

The first known sighting
was ten years back. A hostelite
was studying late at night. He’d
lost track of time and suddenly
turned when he heard the door
bang behind him. But there was
nobody and there was no wind.
His ears perked up as he heard
the faintest sound of a rattle pass
him by and a laugh that sent shiv-
ers down his spine. He told his
friends this. Nobody believed
him.

here is at least one person
who claims to have seen her. That
night Sonal (name changed) was
restless, she thought she heard a
disturbance outside. As she
opened the door she saw what
she can now only describe as a
nightmare. Curly hair flying about
around a sunken face, the orbs of
which were hollow and had flies
coming out of them and through
the holes eaten out of her face.
She gulped and not bothering to
see more quickly closed the door.
She still has dreams about it. 

Many tales have been
told about the girl with the rattle
and many argue about their valid-
ity. But look behind your back
next time you walk the corridor
alone…   

Apurva Naik and Divya Dias

Disclaimer*: This article is a work of

fiction inspired by Halloween.

It was a cloudy day (silver linings absent).Sleepy and annoyed, what with the journal sub-
mission and the merciless travel routine in local bus and train, I reached college…. I
cheered up and braced myself  for the bleak day ahead.

Through the first lecture, the sky was pretty much cloudless. But, dark clouds emerged
from nowhere when the periodic test answer papers began pouring on me. Low, lower, lowest
and the series continued with marks following not arithmetic but a geometric progression!
The next in line was the hall of  ‘horrors’, the OC lab! The appalling combination was enough
to arouse a most agonizing headache.

The day came to an end and I left the college with woes and worries. I reached the sta-
tion and awaited the bus. It came and I luckily bagged a seat in the last row. A girl seated her-
self  next to me with a big bag in her arms. She had a big book in her lap titled ‘genetics’.
Wow! I said to myself; I am a die-hard fan cum reader of  genetics. (And an introvert). So,
gathering courage, I asked, “Excuse me, you doing B.Sc or something?”

“Yes, F.Y.B.Sc in life sciences”, she
replied.
“I’m pursuing chemical engineering
and want to do post-graduation in
genetics”, I replied, serious this
time. “Is this book recommended by
your professor?”

“Yes, in fact he also recommended
one by ‘Dobzhaunsky’ ...” and she
promptly handed to me a list of
books. I copied the whole list think-
ing that probably she wanted to get
rid of  me and so the whole list was
given instantly.“Sorry, I disturbed
you and took your precious time”, I
said, more formal this time. 
“Its ok, no problem”, she said, fol-

lowed by an extraordinary smile!
“What a smile that was!” I said to

myself...a smile that had the bright-
ness and warmth of  a million suns.
I felt it was not simply for the sake of
formally thanking someone. It was a
smile which could mould all your
sadness into happiness instantly! I
stared at her for a moment, thinking
about the ‘smile of  the millennium’.
Then my bus-stop arrived and I hur-
riedly departed, thanking her and
bidding an unnoticed good-bye.
“Why didn’t you ask her name?!” I

exclaimed, cursing myself  as I
reached home. And then I realized
that my headache had disappeared;
there was no feeling of  sorrow over
the marks, all thanks to that one
‘smile’.
I didn’t meet her since then; and
named the anonymous girl ‘Miss
Sunshine’. Her smile had mysteri-
ously worked like a ray of  hope on a
most gloomy day of  my life. Thank
you very much-Miss Sunshine!  

14Miss Sunshine

TANMAY GHARAT

Everyone asks questions,
especially when they are

very young and innocent.
But I believe that as one
gets older these questions in-
crease multifold both in complexity and se-
riousness. These are some of the innumerable
questions my mind ponders about...

Why do I dream about people I have never spoken to?
(Gandhiji, for example, has accompanied me to a dance
performance in Sri Lanka in one of my dreams)
Why do my legs involuntarily turn towards the canteen
after my Pharmaceutics lab? 
Why does ICT management decide to have the mid-
sems exactly concurring with Ganapati festival in spite
of knowing that there can be a call by students and
teachers alike to postpone them?
Why don’t girls understand that when a guy says 'I love
you' followed by 'But it is too early to commit' it is obvi-
ous that he is NOT interested?
Why is it always said that it is females who gossip a lot
when the most insignificant thing spoken at a guy's hos-

tel travels at the speed of light?
Why does a guy not understand that when a girl throws a lot
of tantrums about otherwise petty things it is not merely 'at-
tention seeking' but it is the desire to be loved and cared by
him?
Why do lawmakers and the media not just give women like
Niketa Mehta a break?
Why does today's youth talk more and actually 'work' less?
(This write up is a clear demonstration of the fact!)
Why do we brood about traveling by the crowded locals when
we know that there is no other solution than earning big
bucks and buying a car of your own? (I am ignoring the fact
that buying a car won't be the most practicable option here
considering the fact that it takes me 2 hours in the evening
to commute from Matunga to Thane by road)
Why is it that kids are cute only up to an age-limit of 2 beyond
which they are too much to tolerate?
Why is it that I want to recover from my illness soon enough
but don't want to go through the horrendous task of tablet
swallowing?
Some of these are answered but some do require serious
brainstorming. Hope I get answers as I travel ahead in this
journey of 'life'!

On
 th
e ‘
wh
y's
 in
 lif
e’

…Gautami Newalkar



Unquotable Quotes
One friend says to another- I used to swing from tree to tree till i got to
heavy to do it. (Now we know how UD students spend their past time :) any
tarzans in the making?)
A prof. says stop dancing your hands around the fire.
A friend says homsexuals...i.e. stuff that is used by everyone. (i didn’t know
that....????)
A prof. In Lab. : “ Come two by two to get your journals signed.”
A professor’s dilemma: “Its true that the term should be on the right side;
but which is the right side?? left side or right side??” (Don’t raise your eye-
brows. Can you possibly sense the difference between the correct waala
‘right’ and the spatial ‘right’)
A VF (“Visiting Faculty”) orders a student to be out of the O.C. lab for mis-
behaviour. After sometime, as, the student begs for-
giveness, the VF goes “No sorry-vorry. I have no
authority to take you back in the lab. That can be
done only if HOD permits.”(So people, do re-
member, a VF only has the authority to remove
students from lab, not to take them back! ) 
A professor, in midst of an conversation with a
class topper about his future plans, “ Can you
cook aloo tikki?” (Don’t bang your head if you
fail to get the link. Other people also failed to di-
gest this. It was only later that he explained how
great  it is to learn cooking before planning to
study abroad.)
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ANAGRAMS

Everyone knows and loves Anagrams! 
1. Rearrange the letters of  the word eat
to make something to drink. 
2. Rearrange brush to make a kind of
bush. 
3. Rearrange lemon to make something
else to eat. 
4. Rearrange skate to make a poet. 

5. Rearrange wand
to make a time of
day. 
6. RearrangeAlice to make an-
other woman's
name. 
7. RearrangeDorothea to make
another woman's
name. 
8. Rearrange su-
personic to get
part of  an or-
chestra. 
9. Rearrange hor-
mone to get the
name of  a bird. 
10. Rearrangespectrum to make
some eatables.

LOGIC

General Gasslefield, accused of
high treason, is sentenced to
death by the court-martial. He is
allowed to make a final statement,
after which he will be shot if  the statement is false or will be
hung if  the statement is true. Gasslefield makes his final state-
ment and is released. 
A. I will be shot Anagrams

ANSWERS
1. tea. 
2. shrub. 
3. melon. 
4. Keats. 
5. dawn. 
6. Celia. 
7. Theodora. 
8. percussion. 
9. moorhen. 
10. crumpets. 

Find your Profs !
Depp’s keys: Depp had keyed and had evalu-
ated Jack Hare, but he sang a hoarse Karaoke.
Jack handed down this little lesson to Jag,
when Jag tapped him for information Agog at
education he had given, Jag did jump. And it
caused the yoga value to soar. Some Lhasas
could not feel alive and each Lhasa wanted the
lesson. A Lhasa hunt for Jack began. So Jack
holed up at Lhasa Mantle to hide from them.
‘e bud has become a rascal’ they said. As
each Lhasa rode to find Lhasa Mantle they
passed Cobra cave. Cobra tho’ dead, his ghost
had helped Hades aid. or attacked Kama
then, through lava via the canals. Ghost of
Cobra ordered for the keys. Meanwhile Depp
had nise views. He said ‘Mom has keys’ about
his mom-in-law Pat Baker. Paw depends on
Pat’s keys. Did Pat key in the tune or did she
rob hag watches in a minute so precious? Does
she hate little insane men who say education is
a kaleidoscope of errors? Grab hate and throw
it away. Sing halleluiah for peace. 

27+- Great  15-25- Good 0-14- Try Harder

Answers in the next issue...

LET THE GAMES BEGIN...



The recent convulsions in the interna-
tional financial markets have pro-
voked an unseemly amount of

lamenting in the world. Beginning from
September 16, large financial institutions
in the United States collapsed. This was due
primarily to exposure to securities of  pack-
aged subprime loans (the borrower has
credit score below a particular level) and
credit default swaps is-

sued to insure these loans and their is-
suers, rapidly evolved into a global crisis
resulting in a number of  bank failures in
Europe and sharp reductions in the value
of  equities (stock) and commodities
worldwide. So far, there have been only
speculations as to what will happen if  the
present economic order is shaken from
its foundations. The IMF predicts that the
global growth is headed for a ‘major
downturn’ next year as U.S. GDP grinds to a halt. 

There is much more than it meets the layman’s eye, they
say. Indian stock markets have been on the downfall from the
past couple of  months. Such crisis has often been identified
as a social phenomenon where external economic events
combine with crowd behavior and psychology in a positive
feedback loop where one action leads to similar reactions.

The Spirit took the initiative to psychoanalyze students
of  ICT to know about their awareness, ap-
prehensions and anticipations about the
present global financial conditions and
its affects in the near and distant future.  

A majority of  students have planned
out their future studies; however, there
was a mixed reaction by the students on
their choice of  the place of  further study

with people equally vying for U.S. as
well as their sticking back to their
motherland.

As students plan for future stud-
ies, the question of  financing their
studies generally arises and begins
the hunt for educational loans. With
a speculation of  rise in the interest
rates for loans, finance will be a de-
cisive factor for higher studies.

Most students, however, do feel
that it would take more than a couple of  years for the U.S. to
recover from this financial crisis.. 

The next question, seemingly irrelevant brings out the
optimistic attitude of  the students who hope that the effect
on Indian economy will be less to moderate.

The last question takes students to the arena of  bulls and
bears and it looks like students are learning lessons fast as

5.Are you going to invest in
the stock market right now?

a. Yes b. I haven’t thought about it c. I
prefer other routes of  investment

1.Due to the economic meltdown, the number of  unem-
ployed professionals in the U. S. will increase. This can affect avail-
ability of  jobs for (fresh) graduates. How does this affect your plan

for further study? 
a. U.S. b. India c. Haven’t decided yet.

2. Banks are going to increase their interest rate on
loans taken for higher education. Does this affect you?

a. Yes b. No c. Not really

3.How much time will the U. S.
take to recover according to you?
a. 0-1 year b. 2-4 years c. 5+ years

4. To what extent do you think
this will affect the Indian economy?

a. Less b. Moderate c. Great

OPINION POLL 
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