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Happy birthday to you …Happy
birthday dear ICT (MUICT, UD,

UDCT, UICT, BUDCT, phew, so many
years and so many names!) happy
birthday to you! 
Wow! 75 years old…75? Wait a minute,
that’s older than my dad, quite ancient
indeed. But is ICT really 75 years old or
is it 75 years young, and growing day by
day. I mean, isn’t old bell bottom pants
and floral silk shirts? Isn’t old Elvis
and Madonna? Isn’t old Tulsi Veerani,
family et al? 
You see, it’s really quite simple, that
ICT is not just some old iconic building
but rather, a flourishing, fresh and in-
novative institution. Its youth is not the
result of  its brand new
face lift, but because of  its
progressive thoughts and
principals. If  you turn a blind eye to
the stinky toilets and the less then hy-
gienic canteen, you’ll soon realize that
the college is the epitome of  advance-
ment, the quintessence of  technology
and soubriquet of  discovery and inven-
tion
This college is young, because it has
so much to look forward too so many
opportunities in its future. The college
is already the number one chemical en-
gineering institute in the nation, boasts
of  an accomplished alumni, has spell
binding gardens (which often causes
the institute to be mistaken for an hor-
ticultural center) and most importantly
we have faculty that are committed to
providing the students of  this institute
with a thorough academic base.
ICT is young, because like most

young people it flirts and romances
with the notion of  producing graduates
that are elite in their respective fields
and who are or will become pioneers in
their line of  study. The graduates of
this college are not just pharmacists,

not just chemical engineers and most
certainly not just technologists but will
be strong individuals who will make
significant contributions to society in
their studied fields and others. 
When two members of  the editorial
board spoke to our director, the re-
spected Dr. J.B Joshi they were told that
this is a time to introspect about the
colleges past and the institutions fu-
ture, so I did. I found  that every under-
graduate student, every masters or PhD
researcher current or alumni, every
faculty member and  the non-teaching
staff  old and new have made this insti-
tution more then a building, bricks,
stones and space, but a name a to

reckon with.
This edition of  The Spirit,
and the brand new editorial

team has attempted to reflect the ICT
culture in this issue and will continue
to do so to the best of  our ability. Inside
these pages we hope you will find a
source of  enlightenment as to the activ-
ities past and ongoing that is taking
place in this institute. You will find
your ICT achievers, words of  wisdom
as “The alumni speak” and pages filled
with good old fashioned “time pass”.
But what we are most proud of  is, that
inside you will find what we hope is a
reflection of  the past 75 years and
glimpses of  the future from the director
himself.  
Today’s students might not be exactly
like our predecessors, we bunk lectures
more, use the library less but the ambi-
tion remains the same and probably al-
ways will.
With dreams of  a bright future, and
the foundation of  a grand and glorious
past, here’s to eternity; eternity? Well
why not?
Ciao, cheers and happy reading :O) 

Puja Shanghavi
TYBPharm
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The initiators bid farewell...
Any new idea is difficult to put forth, still more
difficult to follow and further more difficult to
keep pursuing. Wish great success and luck to
the new team of the Spirit.
-Suvid Joshi
Blood and sweat never really impart an agree-
able fragrance, but when they came in the
form of fresh copies of ‘The Spirit’, nothing
smelled better… Happy smelling guys!
- Sukant Goel
Spirit was a brainchild of a few drunken heads
and it now feels like leaving a child while we
leave it… I wish the new team luck. I’m sure
they will take it to new heights and sometime

in the future when we return as alumni, we will
be able to point it out and say, “Hey, we are
the ones who started it”
-Alok Patil
After spending these years at UD, we wanted
the bond formed to remain strong, for long.
The Spirit was an endeavour to achieve this
and with the ongoing efforts I know we will be
successful. I wish the new team all the best.
-Akshat Rathi
Faith makes everything possible, Hope makes
everything work, and love makes everything
beautiful. May you have all three as you begin
each day!!!! All the Best!
-Praveen Kumar

All our life we hear about this ideal method of
learning – one where we learn while we have
fun. The Spirit has been just that. One year, six
issues, infinite editions, proof reading and
loads of enjoyment. I wish the new team all
the best and hope that they enjoy the ‘work’
every bit as much as we did.
-Madhuvanti Kale
Spirit truly blended with our spirit and fueled
our thirst for creative expression. For one year
it proved to be a purgative (to the tensions we
face in third year), a sedative, recreation and
now our PRIDE!
-Nandita Vishwanathan

Birthday Celebrations
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Prof.J.B.Joshi gets
candid with
Priyanka Dhar and
Sameer Phadke

Q: We have our Platinum Jubilee Cele-
brations starting from the 1st of  Octo-
ber. What are your sentiments about the
completion of  75 years of  our institute?
A: I believe that such milestones in
one’s life are extremely important. They
give us an opportunity for introspec-
tion. Our institute has been and is per-
forming very well; be it in research or
utility to the industry and society. All
parameters are good. Now it is impor-
tant that we introspect at this stage and
redefine ourselves
by taking the ben-
efit of  this milestone.
Q: UICT is known to be a premier insti-
tute for various reasons. What accord-
ing to you is unique about our institute?
A: I think the most important point is
that we provide excellent balanced edu-
cation for the students. We are different
from other places because we know
what we are doing and we do it keeping
in mind the final purpose. The educa-
tion with regard to fundamental sci-
ences is good and is enhanced by the
study of
experimentation, theory, computation,
math and keeping in mind implementa-
tion in research. Also we promote 
learning management practices. All
these are components that make a per-
son well trained and a confident entity
capable of  contributing to society. 
Q: Now that we are on the verge of  be-
coming deemed university, what are the
future plans?
A: You see I have spoken about balanced
education and by imparting it, new
knowledge is generated. We gained our
independence in 1947. However, the de-
signs, knowledge and know-how are
still being imported. It is our endeavour
that we can participate in solving prob-
lems of  national interest with our own
knowledge. Thus, we want to be globally
competent. For this purpose, we are
looking into various issues. You must
have noticed that labs are being reno-
vated in every department, a new fac-
ulty complex is being planned and a lot
of  other projects are in progress.

Q: What you mentioned was with re-
gard to infrastructure, could you elabo-
rate on the changes you wish to make in
the curriculum?
A: What we want to address is the per-
ception of  the education of  chemical
engineering and chemical technology
as viewed by the outside world. We will
emphasize on relevant chemistry, engi-
neering and technology. The technolo-
gist will be very strong as an engineer
and a chemist in his respective field and
will not be considered only as a chemi-
cal technologist. For this again, we are
trying to incorporate innovative
schemes such as a 5 year masters pro-
gramme; 5 years dual degree (bachelors
and management) and others. There are
presently about 100 courses being
taught to Technology students and

about 50 for chemical engineering. We
plan to increase the total number to 200
courses so that there are ample choices
for students to pursue the science of
his/her interest keeping in mind the
needs of  society.  
Q: What is your opinion about the sur-
prise tests?
A: I am happy that you have asked me
this question. I wish to go closer to the
student community and go closer to
their hearts. If  someone asks me are
you happy with the student community
now and were you happy with them 35
years ago, my prompt reply will be that
I was happy and that I am still happy, in
fact I would say I am happier. 
The level of  intelligence and analyti-
cal ability has remained same. But what
has improved is the smartness. The new
generation is also courageous, 35 years
ago when I was younger no student
would have dared to come and ask the
director for his interview. Now that has
changed. I am very impressed by the
manners and culture of  this generation.
Also there has been substantial im-
provement in extra-curricular activities
which are conducted in a very good
manner. 
On the other hand, I want to know
why students remain absent for many
of  the lectures, why some of  them in-
dulge in some bad practices which I do
not like. It appears as if  their dreams
are very small. Then I want to know
what the institution can do and what I
can do as a teacher. Hence such a step
had to be implemented.  Due to this the
students will read regularly and they
will enjoy the lectures more.

I want to address other issues also,
like why they are after marks and going
abroad. All this according to me falls
under the category of  small dreams. I
would like to imbibe big dreams in the
minds of  the students. 
Q: You spoke about imbibing dreams in
the minds of  the students, what was
your dream when you were our age?
A: Have you heard of  material balanc-
ing, a material can never be created or 
destroyed. Consider any technology at
any level, the present fact is that our
country is dependent for knowledge and
know-how. To build confidence and
make our country self  sufficient was
my dream. At 20 these same words were
in budding form. I believe our students
can do it and if  we keep complaining

and crying this material
balance is affected and
we do not give to our

country. Have big dreams and Keep
Smiling.

RAPID FIRE: 

1)Favourite dish in the canteen?
A:  (instantaneously)…poh!!
2)Most boring subject taught in our institute?
A: (ponders)…I think it depends on the
teacher. Even if  the subject is good, all said
and done, if  the teacher is boring the sub-
ject will be boring.(laughs) and boring
teachers can surpass all levels!
3)Which is your favourite TV programme?
A: Nothing particularly, anything that is
about games and songs...Especially old
Hindi and Marathi songs. I love old songs.
4)Which is your favourite Hindi song?
A: Actually, I have many favourite
songs..one of  them is (sings)..tum agar
bhool bhi jaao…(from the film ‘Woh sub-
aah toh aayegi’) and others lke ‘jyoti
kalash chhalke’, ‘O door ke musafir’, 
‘chaundavi ka chand’ and I like 
A.R.Rehman.
5)What is the naughtiest thing that you have
done as a student?
A: (ponders)….Hmm..actually I was a very
serious type of  student..(smiles)
6)What is the best excuse that students have
given you for not completing an
assignment?
A: That they had plenty other assignments
to complete.
7)Which professor according to you is eligible for
an entry into Bollywood?
A: (in deep thought….laughs) No, I don’t
think there is anyone like that.

Face to Face 

“I would like to imbibe big dreams in the minds of the students.”



Prof.Gaikar speaks about his 25 years in UD
25 years! No. Precisely I have been with
UDCT for 29 years. I must confess, I did
not intend to be a chemical engineer. Its
probably true for many who end up in
UDCT. I do not regret the decision. I actu-
ally wanted to become a medical doctor.
But it was not possible to afford the med-
ical education. I knew nothing about
chemical engineering. It was simply
chance that somebody suggested UDCT,
looking at my marks in chemistry, when I
was standing in queue for admission in
VJTI for mechanical engineering. I could
have missed the boat had I not pursued
the idea. 
This place has been my living space ever
since I stepped into the grand portico of
the institute. The first two years, we had
regular “reading” with very old faculty.
The final two years were the most stimu-
lating ones, because of  young and enthusi-
astic faculty like Dr.Rajadhyaksha,
Dr. Joshi, Dr. Kale, Dr. Bhave and seasoned
teachers like Prof.Sharma, Prof.Vasudeva,
Prof.Chandalia, Prof. Tiwari and Prof.
Chivate. Prof. Sharma  always gave num-
bers in millions which often went above
our heads. Prof. Sahuraja had the greatest
personality amongst all the teachers, he
still teaches UGs. We remember him
fondly. Many of  these teachers have left an
indelible mark on my life. Most impres-
sive speeches that I heard were from the
then director Prof. Daruwalla on the An-
nual Day celebrations. He and Prof.
Sharma were the most effective orators
that I have heard. Dr. Rajadhyaksha was
the most impressive young teacher that
we had because of  his extraordinary abil-
ity to teach and the efforts that he took. I
still consider him as my role model. 
I learnt most of  my English from Prof.

Sharma while writing chemical abstracts
for him and preparing write ups from his
hand written notes. Until third year in
UDCT, I used to think in Marathi, and

translate the
thoughts into Eng-
lish with of  course
hilarious results! It
was then that I de-
cided to work on my
language. Reading
TOI everyday really
helped. By the time I
gave my seminar
under Prof. Chivate,
I had better control
on my language;

enough to score the highest in seminar,
continue my higher studies in UDCT and
also get a job. The four years of  B.Chem
Engg and later Masters, I had to support
my education by taking tuitions. Time
management was difficult but i learnt it
the tough way.  Life was hectic in the class-
rooms and laboratories which gave practi-
cal knowledge. I remember sitting in
Chem. Engg. Lab, sometimes upto 8 pm, to
complete calculations. Our supervisors-
Dr. Bhave and Dr. Palwe used to stay back
with us. Today we find most students leav-
ing lab before 4:30 p.m. I had a great lab
partner-Goel,for two years and another
friend Suresh Mishra, who too supported
his family entirely by taking tuitions. In
the second half  of  the first year, we were
permitted to use calculators, but who had
the money!?A calculator was costly and I
could buy my first calculator only in the
second year for a princely sum of  Rs.600.
Till then I managed using a log table. This
calculator breathed its last only last year. 
We had first encounter with digital

computers in third year. We learnt For-
tran with our supervisor, Dr.Bhave and
tested it on TIFR computer. Using comput-
ers was the most expensive affair and
UDCT account was only Rs.3000 for the en-
tire year. The program was punched on
cards and given for ‘running’ to an opera-
tor. We would get a printout giving errors
if  any and the results of  the program. We

learnt that this gave a good quality paper
for writing notes in the class. Final year
was most memorable because of  seminar
and project. Interestingly, I am working
now on the project on which I had submit-
ted my home paper under Dr Kale.             
UDCT library was my study room dur-
ing those days. Library referencing be-
came a regular part of  research. Of
course, we had no internet. But hard work
always pays. As a student, at UG level, I
had my share of  fun like any other college
student, maybe with greater time con-
straints. But later, I was more serious
about research. I used to spend more than
14-15 hours in lab and library. I could com-
plete a lot in a short time as there was con-
tinuous pressure from my guide, Prof.
Sharma. He used to call us everyday at
10:30 a.m. to his office for “Anything new?”
and everybody had to submit the day’s re-
sults in the evening. In between, he would
still take rounds particularly before and
after his lunch. We were kept on our toes
24x7, a practice I have unsuccessfully tried
to imbibe in my students. Still I have had
many wonderful students, many now
working well in their professional careers.
I learnt a lot from my students, particu-
larly from undergraduates. It helped me
sharpen my fundamentals. Their ques-
tions made me think. It was through a
number of  trial and errors that I have
evolved as an individual with significant
inputs from everybody that I have inter-
acted with throughout my 29 years.

Prof.Joshi’s
UD Memories

• Last year we hosted INSA and there
was a cultural programme. The stu-
dents came up to me and said that
they would perform on stage. I was
moved by their performance and dedi-
cation.
• Companionship of my fellow
hostelors which got built up when we
used to go hiking etc. When I close my
eyes, the whole movie comes before my
eyes, the same thing will happen to
you.
• Classroom teaching has been an
unforgettable experience for me. I
come out rejuvenated after every hour
that I teach and I am going to con-
tinue doing this till my last day. 
• All our students wherever they go
from Kashmir to Kanyakumari attend
conferences and win 1st or 2nd prizes.
• My first encounter with our library
was in 1967, I was amazed and full
of joy. 

The SPICMACAY program that
was organized in our college on

27th august provided us all a won-
derful opportunity to dwell into the
beautiful world of Indian classical
music. We, at ICT hosted noted
classical violinist Dr Sangeeta
Shankar, who was accompanied by
Shri Anutosh Degharia on the tabla.
The program started well, with

good response from our ‘enthusias-
tic’ UD crowd, Dr Shankar soon en-
thralled the audience with  fluent
strokes on her violin. She had us all
listening with rapt attention as she
interacted, spoke, and gave
demonstrations on the instrument,
with excellent support from Shri

Degharia. The audience also in-
cluded our professors like Prof.
Bhagwat, Prof. Mundale and our
honorable director Prof J. B. Joshi.
Dr. Shankar played Raga Yaman,

and then a popular Bhajan. Her
love for music was evident with
every word, every stroke of her vio-
lin. It made me realize that this was
the hallmark of a great artist…
when you love your art so much,
and have complete command over
the medium (the violin, in her
case); no communication gap is
large enough. You can transcend
all barriers, touch hearts, and con-
nect to anybody instantly.

Prof V.G.Gaikar
BPCL Professor
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spic
macay        

Dr. Shankar on song with
the graceful tunes of her

violin

-by Niranjani Deshpande
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With more than 200 million copies

sold of  the first six books of  the
series, Harry Potter and the Deathly
Hallows was one of  the most eagerly
awaited books. It sold a record 8 mil-
lion copies in the first 24 hours of  its
release.  With Book 7, Rowling brings
her phenomenally successful series
about the wizard to a close. Though not
the longest book, it definitely packs the
most punch.  
The drama starts right from page
one, You-Know-Who is everywhere and
death and mayhem is an everyday af-
fair. Harry has evolved from a scrawny,
bespectacled boy who didn't know he
was a wizard into a hero with the
weight of  the world on his seventeen
year old shoulders. Harry, Ron and

Hermione are on a quest  to find and
destroy Horcruxes, the only way to kill
Voldemort. Many secrets are finally re-
vealed, all leading to the ultimate con-
frontation between Harry and the

Dark Lord.  
Rowling had
promised a deadly
end and she meant
it; this book sees the
fiercest and the
bloodiest battles of
the series. Harry,
Ron and Hermione

take on an army of  Death Eaters and
Ministry officials alike;still somehow
managing to survive. Some of  their es-
capades however, are as far-fetched, as
Aunt Petunia attending Hogwarts.

Some of  the characters (read Dumble-
dore) you thought you knew, do a
Wronski Feint and surprise you.
Though thoroughly engaging, the book
leaves the most important question of
the Horcruxes answered rather unsat-
isfactorily.
Although it seems like a long jour-
ney to the climax, it’s worth the wait
and Rowling completes her en-
thralling, compelling series with a
bang. The final confrontation between
Harry and Tom Riddle is vintage Rowl-
ing at her literary best.  The book
leaves the reader sad to finally say
goodbye to the wizarding world and at
the same time wonders if  Rowling
could have done greater justice to this
keenly awaited finale.

The Boy Who Lived........ Again
Book 
Revie
w

How to....
Remember those days back in
school when everyone wanted to
be friends with the popular girl
or boy, the queen bee? And re-
member how you, the perpetual
loser would sit by yourself at
lunch, be the last one picked for
a team and be the center of all
the fat jokes? 
Here you have it folks, popular-
ity served to you hot and spicy, a
comprehensive guide to becom-
ing popular: 
1) Get beautiful (plastic surgery,
makeovers, whatever it takes)
2) Get rich (we all love the fabu-
lous)
3) Loose those extra pounds
(whales belong in the sea)
4) Join a sports team (chess is
NOT a sport)
Kidding kidding!!! The key to be-
coming popular is confidence…re-
member even the popular kids
are just like you, only they think
that they’re great and so they
are. Confidence demands atten-
tion. Everyone has flaws, but the
popular kids focus on their
strengths and you should too!
And if all else fails and you are
still a loser, remember, ulti-
mately “geeks shall inherit the
earth”, those popular kids might
end up working for you!

Erich Fromm,renowned social psychologist once
said,‘The danger of the past was that men be-

came slaves, the danger of the future is that men
may become robots.' Unfortunately, that future has

now become our present. Science,
and the technology based on it,
was once a means by which our
life was made easier. Now, it has
become a necessity. Science has
a key role in all that we do. Alarm
clocks, cellphones, cars, comput-
ers - all emphasize our extreme

dependence on science to fulfill our smallest
needs. It has become such an integral part of our
lives that living for one day without the luxuries
that science provides will seem like deprivation.    
There are so many of us, who love to take vaca-

tions to get away from our hectic life and relax. So
we get out of the city to a quiet place by the coun-
tryside or in the mountains but even there, we

take our laptops and cell phones just so that we
are not completely cut off from the world. Such is
our dependence on science.  Even in matters of
life and death, science controls us. For instance,
the life support system which literally controls a
persons survival. We prefer quick fixes. When a
person is stressed, he pops a pill instead of chang-
ing his lifestyle. Instead of walking to the store
nearby, we prefer home delivery. These small,
everyday things are luxuries which we take for
granted,which have now consumed us, making us
mere robots of the products we ourselves once
created. 

With every single day that passes, technology
advances and with it our dependence. Though we
were the creators, the tables have turned and we
have become mere puppets in the hands of our
creations. There is a fine line between necessity
and addiction, and I'm sorry to say that we've
crossed it. 

Man: A slave of science

Mrudul Bhide
SYBTech

Cutting with Munnaji

Munnaji  ek bread
pakoda, ek cutting;

chotu ek bun omelette.”
These are the cries you hear
as soon as you enter 
Shristee (aka Munna) 
Canteen. It was amidst
these cries that we decided

to have a “Cutting with Munnaji..”
Sheikh Munnauddin Tikku aka Munnaji,
came to Mumbai in 1982 to find work. Start-
ing off  in a biscuit shop owned by his rela-
tives near Wadala station, he soon took over
his uncle’s other job of  running the hostel
canteen in UDCT, which he has been doing
so for the last 25 years.  This farmer’s son
has a residence in Andheri and has two sons,
Babloo and Abit who are often seen helping
him out in the canteen.   
The conversation then turned to the most

obvious topic, FOOD. Munnaji has been pro-

viding a haven for hostelites in troubled
times (read mess food) for  more than two
decades now..Bun omlette, bread pakoda,
bread sandwich and the likes form the staple
diet of  many hostelites. But the love for this
place is not just restricted to the hostelites,
many localites and professors alike are regu-
lars at Munna canteen. Ask him about HIS
favorite dish and Munnaji is perplexed as to
which dish to choose. The hottest selling
item of  the menu according to him is Maggi.
He has added the “chat” touch to the canteen
cuisine with the introduction of  samosa,
bhel and sevpuri to the menu. 
The cutting and the questions now over,
we decide to take his leave, wishing him luck
and requesting him to continue the noble
work. As we headed to the door we couldn’t
help but ask out of  habit,
“Munnaji kitna hua?.”

-by Rahul Pa�l and Rohan Chaukulkar

-by Vinod Sarma
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The general opinion that nothing but re-

search excites postgraduate students is
a myth. A passion shared by us postgradu-
ate students is trekking.                           
The sensations of nature astound us and

touch our hearts. Every trek that we go on
has its own beautiful moments that we will
cherish forever. However the most heart-
warming moment of any trek is the moment
when we reach the top of the mountain…it
truly feels like we have reached heaven.  
This year we celebrated Independence

Day at Prabalgad where we hoisted our flag
and sang the national anthem. Some of the
other treks we’ve been for are Manikgad,
Naneghat, Rajmachi etc…                  
While Pratik, Vishal, Ninad, Mukesh,

Haresh, Sushant search for unexplored
places, the girls- Vanita, Arundhati, Disha,
Galvina and I make arrangements for food.
Although we eat the food on top of the
mountain we make sure that we do not lit-
ter. PhD students Dewang and Vishal and
friends from other colleges occasionally join
us. 

Every trek has its own story to tell. Memo-
ries of which are captured in the beautiful
20 minute movies that Vishal Parekh devel-
ops for us.

Life is too short to waste and so we love
to explore the forgotten mountains of Maha-
rashtra. Since we all have a common pas-
sion, we have decided on “Trekking our way
out” through post graduation.     

Trekking our way out!!!!

UD Speaks
With the Indo-US nuke dealmaking
daily visits to the newspaper front
pages, everyone seems to have some-
thing to say about it. How much will
India gain? And how much are we put-
ting at stake? If  our technological ad-
vancement is important, so is our
national defense and foreign sover-
eignty. Here we try to find out what peo-
ple at ICT have to say.
Saumil Mehta (SYBTech), “ 123 pact is
definitely beneficial for India in a way
that the technological apartheid which
was imposed upon India by the  western
world is going to end with this pact.
Through this pact we will get access to
many critical technologies. It will give
us an opportunity to come at par with
china.”
Neha Singh (TYBPharm), “ The masses
should be made aware and the public
opinion should be considered. Politi-
cians have their own interests. We have
to do what is in the best interest of
India. I think we should go ahead with
the pact.”
Ila Badge (Final Year BTech), “I think
we have to sign the deal. It may have
some loop-holes but it’s going to help us
in the long run. Technologically, we will
gain a lot.”
Vaibhav Gaikwad (TYBTech), “It’s a big
controversy but I think we must go
ahead with it. India has more to gain
than to lose. We will get the Uranium we
want as fuel for power generation. There
are other technological benefits too.”

India turns 60
The 15th of  August is a day of  ho-nour for each Indian. The zeal of
independence gushes out of  the
flight of  every bird, the sway of
leaves with the wind and
the joyful mirth of  the
people. It not only re-
minds us of  the sacri-
fices made by freedom
fighters but also of  our
responsibilities towards
this priceless asset-free-
dom. 
The 60th Independence
Day was celebrated with great en-
thusiasm and patriotic fervour.  The
flag was hoisted by our honourable
Director Prof. J.B.Joshi.  There were
soulful as well as foot tapping patri-
otic songs by the students.  Sukant
Goel and Avinash Naik echoed the
words of  Pt.Jawaharlal Nehru and
Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam respectively.

Screening of  the movie ‘Freedom
is not free’ by Shiv Khera was held at
the K.V. auditorium.  It brought to
light the stark realities of  injustice,

corruption, poverty
and unemployment
prevailing in India
today.  In keeping with
the latest style of
“Gandhigiri”, Prof.
V.G.Gaikar exhorted
the students to refrain
from copying and also
stop others from copy-

ing during examination.  An interac-
tive group discussion between the
students and professors followed.  
The day ended with everyone’s
hearts filled with pride about our
glorious past and dreams for a
bright future.

Dear editor,
I am a first year student in B.Pharm Sci
and im planning to go abroad to do my
post grad.I have come to know from many
seniors that they had given their GRE
after the second year was complete while
many others gave it after the third year
was complete.Could u tell
me the ideal time to give
GRE?
Sameer Joshi

Dear editor,
Would you kindly inform me as to the
name of this institution? Is is ICT, UDCT,
UICT, UD or MUDCT?
Pratik Pednekar

Dear Sameer
The reason why many students had given
their GRE after their second year is be-
cause the syllabus for GRE was supposed
to change from the year 2008, and so
most students preferred giving the GRE
under the old format. However ETS has

decided to keep the same
format so therereally is
no ideal time to give GRE. 

Dear Pratik,
Interesting question…but remember
amidst change. Currently we are called
ICT which stands for Institute of Chemical
Technology. Puja Shanghavi

Letters to the Editor

by Shan� Shenoy

The serene beauty surrounding the Prabalgad fort.

-by Sneha Kar�keyan
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FRESHERS 2007:  The Transforma-tion Begins: with this theme in
mind, all us second year’s students had
only one aim in mind, to make this
Freshers the best ever. This is because

Freshers is one of  the most awaited
and enthusiastically watched events in
our college.
But the first line makes it sound too
smooth. The theme didn’t simply drop
from the skies. So lets rewind a bit to
23rd August when the TA members told
us that Freshers had been officially
scheduled for the 8th of  September. It
took 2-3 coordinator meetings and a lot
of  debating before ‘Alchemy: The trans-
formation begins’ was finalized as the
theme. 
Very soon, auditions were held for
those participating in dance, music,
personality contest, fashion show,
sports, debate, quiz and drama. Other
than these, Freshers witnessed a num-
ber of  new events this year, namely
Street Event: like scrap hunt, street
football and the UD Stock Exchange. 
As the days passed, more progress
was made. The dance performances,
fashion shows had been set up and the
excitement was steadily increasing.
However there was one area: finding
sponsors! A few days before Freshers,
we were beginning to have serious

doubts about where the money would
come from.
They say adversity tests the unity of
a team and I’m glad to say we passed
this test! Every member of  the organiz-
ing committee including the overall co-
ordinators went out looking for
sponsors and it took us less than a day
to meet our estimated budget.
Freshers Week was great fun. The
five days - Stripes and spots day, Nature
Day, Traditional Day, Wear Your Atti-
tude Day and Twin’s Day were followed
enthusiastically by all freshers. The in-
tensity of  practices was ever-rising
with all efforts directed towards perfec-
tion.       Freshers Day kicked off  with
the scrap hunt: a fun event in which
the freshers were given a list of  bizarre
things they had to find within an hour.
Then came the UD Stock Exchange. I
was part of  the audience and it actu-
ally felt like you were inside the Bom-
bay Stock Exchange. The Quiz and the
Debate were both very well conducted
and there was a great turnout to watch
these events.
Then came one of  the most eagerly
awaited events the Drama. This year
we had as many as three skits. The mu-
sical “Proud to be an ICTian” was the
audience’s favourite. A striking feature
of  this years freshers was that the
teams had B.Chem, B.Tech and
B.Pharm students in a team; thus en-
couraging interaction (in the non-UD
sense of  the word!) between freshers of
various branches.
All our budding singers showcased
their abilities in the music event
‘SARGAM’. The personality contest
tested the composure of  the contest-
ants as they did it all from selling vari-

ous products to telling stories with not
so happy endings. Next came the
Change of  Guard ceremony where
Prof. Gaikar introduced the new TA to
everyone .
After this, we had one of  the best

events of  the day; a Hindustani classi-
cal event called the Tabla Tarang, our
talented freshers had formed a band
and they rocked the stage next. Then
came the big 2: the Fashion show and
the Dance. The real fun was off  the
stage. This was the time when the eu-
phoria was its pinnacle since most of
the prior events had gone well. There
was 2 hours of
non-stop dancing
on stage and off
it. And with that
FRESHERS 2007
came to an end
and I’m sure
everyone will
agree when I say
it was a great
success!
The feeling you experience when
you’re part of  organizing a successful
event is inexplicable. I’d like to con-
gratulate each and everyone who
played a part in making FRESHERS
2007 a hit.. We’d also like to thank our
sponsors and all our final year students
who judged various events. We also
take this opportunity to thank the TA
who always extended their full fledged
support.
From watching it being organized in

awe to playing a part in organizing it,
it’s been a great experience for all us
2nd yearites and one we’ll always cher-
ish.

ALCHEMY: The transformation begins...

The foundation day, which is a platform to commem-
orate the alumni of this institute, was celebrated

on the 4th of August this year.The foundation day
function had been organized by the post graduate stu-
dents with help from the undergraduates from the
technical association.
The function began with the Alkyl amines-UICT

Young Scientist Awardee Dr.Avinash Agarwal, a profes-
sor of Mechanical Engineering in IIT Kanpur, present-
ing a lecture on ‘Non conventional sources of Energy’
in the K.V.Auditorium. 

The official award function began promptly at 5
o’clock. A quick slideshow of the events that occurred
in college was shown to the guests. Prof. Gaikar was
the master of ceremonies and invited the distin-
guished guests onto the dais. Informative and thor-
ough speeches were given by our honorable Director,
Prof. J.B.Joshi, Mr. Mokashi, the president of the UAA,
Vijay Khole, Vice Chancellor of Mumbai University and

of course the honourable chief guest UGC chairman
Prof.Sukhdev Thorat. He elaborated on the problems
of higher education in India and also proposed an in-
crease in number of scholarships for post graduate
courses all over the country. 
This was followed by the presentation of the UICT-

Alkyl Amines Young Scientist Award to Prof.Agrawal.
Three of our distinguished alumni Mr. Nikhil Meswani,
Mr.Yogesh Kothari, Prof. Pushpa R. Kulkarni were also
felicitated and their citations were read by Prof. A.B.
Pandit.
It was a great pleasure to be in the presence of

such eminent personalities  who are making an effort
to change the face of education in India.
The vote of thanks by Prof Gaikar marked the end of

the 74th year since this institution was founded. The
next foundation day celebrations will mark the plat-
inum jubilee of UICT and will be greatly awaited.    

ICT celebrates it’s 74th  anniversary
-by Hersh Kenkare

Dr. Thorat addresses the New
Auditorium on the 
Founda*on day
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Smile Please
Be it a buck-tooth or a yellow tooth or be

it even a toothless smile, never mind if it’s a den-
tured or an ‘embraced with braces’ smile ; a genuine

smile will make your day. Though it takes only seven mus-
cles and less than a second to smile, it takes a huge urge on
your part to smile from your heart. Unfortunately, smiles are
ceasing to be the language of the heart-its beginning to be a barter
good. You give one smile and then alone I will give one to you (in
return). It’s a sorry state but I feel that, the most heart-felt smiles are
either that of an infant who doesn’t know why he is smiling or that
of a mad man who will never know why he is smiling. Really, how
many of us smile for every slight joy our heart feels? And how
many of us have ever given a thought to this? 

Smile need not be a five-lettered word printed on every
Archies card. And it certainly need not be the way
your lips curl every time you say “cheese”. So let  us
all from now strive to put some meaning in
our smile and a lot more smiles in our lives.

by Radhika Gokhale

Every year a fresh bunch of  18year olds enter the haloed por-
tals of  ICT, all apprehensive about
the instances of  ragging that are
often rumored to take place in col-
leges. But then we all know that
ragging is a concept not encour-
aged in the UD culture. So ragging
it was not to be on campus. Instead
the juniors were welcomed for

healthy, friendly 99% harmless and fun filled in-
teractions with their mild tempered amiable sen-
iors. After all a little bit of  socializing can go a
long way!!! 
Any junior who found his way into the canteen
or the rec room pre Fresher's Day was welcomed
instead of  being shooed away and was most often
made the star attraction! Friendly discussions en-
sued with inquiries about the junior's interest in
movies, music, books etc. The surrounding sen-
iors “encouraged” them to play game after game
of  carom and table tennis even if  their skill was at
times abysmal. 
Ragging? What ragging? I’m sure most of  the
students in the college have never experienced
this; it’s a barbaric myth, in UD it’s all about “in-
teractive fun”.  You see, one must understand,
there is somewhat “cycle of  a student’s life” in-
volved in all of  this. Those who were once juniors
are now the seniors, and these new juniors will be
seniors next year…hmmm kind of  like what Ekta
Kapoor says, “ kyunki saas bhi kabhi bhahu thi” –
(puke and gag, I can’t believe I resorted to that ex-
ample). 
So there you have it folks, these were some of
the ways in which the interactions took place pre
Freshers which were bordered on a genuine desire
to cement a bond of  friendship and totally devoid
of  any trace of  mockery…at least that’s the 
“official” word:O)

Interactive Fun

Failure: success in its own right

Sonal Sapale
SYCE

It is rather shocking, but we have alwaysharmed our souls much more than any
physical injury we inflict on ourselves. Though
all of us claim to be optimists, every alternate
bad incident and thought scars our soul.
Be it failure, be it sorrow, every time we in-

dulge in self pity, we hurt ourselves. We tend
to think of how unjust life is. We forget all the
thrills that life offered us, as a child. As tod-
dlers, we cried and moved on. But now, each
one of us clings to our past, maiming the fu-
ture.
Every regret, every self deprecating

thought lashes the soul; why not reflect on
the virtues of a trying time.

Let us consider failure. Failure, for most of
us kills all hope, joy and invites utmost mis-
ery. Some just accept it, some ignore it and
some accept it with a solid reserve. Gifted

are those few who accept
it with wisdom, whose ac-
ceptance rejects defeat.
Failure and defeat have
two very distinct mean-
ings. Failure gives us an
opportunity to decelerate
our lives and take a look
at our achievements, our
hopes and our dreams.
Defeat on the other hand,
is the acceptance of the fact that our dreams
and hopes are worthless and not worth striv-
ing for. In every person's life, there comes an
opportunity to stop and take stock. Not every-
one has an eye to appreciate these mo-
ments.

Some have an accident, some experience
grief; for some others it may be a setback. It

is at such times, that we have to find the lost
spark to live an extra-ordinary life, to work out
what exactly hampers happiness. Because
absolutely no one has the right to dictate our
state of being. "No one can make you feel in-
ferior without your consent."- Eleanor Roo-
sevelt.  But unfortunately, this is exactly how
we function, letting others influence our valu-
ation of our selves and our ambitions.
Why get scared of just about everything in

life when we know that death is inevitable?
You are a masterpiece of a higher force. If
you cannot convince yourself about God then
consider yourself One...... LIVE AND FIGHT . 

A failure is a man who has
blundered but is not capable of
cashing in on the experience.

Suchitra Pisal

Did You Know?    
There are more sheep in
New Zealand than there
are people!!

Did You know?    
Your mouth produces 1
litre of saliva a day!!

Did You Know?
No piece of paper can
be folded in half more

than 7 times. 
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The White Pigeon

By Simran Kaur

The silent beauty
Of  not fitting in.
A clear distinction
Based on feather, not skin.
A part of  the city,
And the clear or cloudy skies,
A regular at the well
Haunted-sites.
But so bright,
So clear,
So outstanding to the world,
The white pigeon,
Is still just a bird.
Extraordinary, a beauty,
A confident attitude,
We endow our perception,
Our philosophy, our mood,
We ponder and imagine,
What changed it so?
But deep down inside me,
A smile only grows,
At the thought that perhaps
If  all others were white,
Would this one be gray?
Or fit in just right?

Bhooshan Popere is currently doing Ph.D in
chemistry from University of Massachuse�s.

Life's ways do not always end and some ofthem are hard to mend. Old habits die
hard, they say. Some of  them endear you to
others while the rest of  them cut off  your
societal umbilical cord.  
I think I identify with most of  the
latter trends. No, I am not a hermit.  
I am simply non-judgmental
when it comes to people.
The other day I was a laughing
spectacle at one of  those coffee
shops when I wouldn't open my
mouth to speak up amongst a group
of  merry individuals. I'm sure I
must have aroused some concern,
for I was asked if  I were really com-
fortable once every 42 seconds. Now
how could I tell them about my uncertainty?
They said that one can judge the smartness
of  a person within a few minutes of  'being
together'. How do I convince them to look
behind the façade that everyone dons? Just
how difficult it is to judge! 
Aren't we ever willing to be heard, to be
heard before anyone else even begins to
speak? Do we not rush to conclusions? How
uncertain we all are, but how we mask our-
selves! The intelligible data processor be-
tween our ears does not even begin to

assimilate the data while we are already on
our way to sow 'the seeds of  turmoil even as
we speak'. Is our intuition a theorem? A set
of  statements mathematically proven? Logic
is often incorrect with limited data points.
The probability that a proverbial coin tossed
gives heads or tails approaches the text-book
value only after infinite trials, which in ef-

fect is never! So how do we trust
logic? 
Then my other self  intervened. It
argued what about patterns, regu-
larity, chaos and order? The seem-
ingly disarrayed foliage reveals
remarkable patterns. All you need
are observant eyes and not a judg-
mental mind. 
They say that I analyze things too

much, that I do not enjoy stuff   that
I should be doing otherwise. I agree.

Is it the fault of  a river that it fills all the
cracks and crevices in its course? Data
needs to be frozen to be kept out of  my
mind.  I have observed a pattern in people.  
They deny the obvious even when their
mind refuses to do so. 
Judging, always judging!
Even as I write, I feel the burden draining
off  my mind. I ruminate on the morsels
while the others enjoy the sumptuous meal.
I can sense my thoughts course through my
mind to my arms, my fingers. I feel better. I
observe and therefore I am.

I observe and therefore I am

Featured Alumni
Bhooshan Popere

Aship sailing without a des*na*on……it may
seem imprudence or ….perhaps pleasure. This is

what the viewpoint- circumstances, s*pula*ons- de-
cides. So, one shouldn't always feel
poignant and gloomy when resembling
the astray ship. May be the opportunity is
ripe for a li0le fun and merry. And the toil
can be le1 for a des*ned tomorrow. A football of
other's opinions, nah; demonstrate no concern for
such blah blah!! . See from one's own wise eyes,
keeping it wide open incessantly. Decide the objec-
*ves and be resolute in taking the requisite strides.
There is a whole lot difference in planning and actual

implementa*on. Though planning is essen*al for the
best consequences, some*mes intui*ve ac*ons
squeeze more juice, and must be given due impor-

tance for novel and crea*ve approach.
Intui*ve advances are though8ul ones
too; just the *me for judgment is less.
The ones who master the la0er tac*c

conquer the stage. The bo0om line: Some*mes no
purpose can be a prospect of frolic rather than de-
jec*on and one ought not to be too occupied with
planning and organiza*on at all events.  Make most
of what is rather than crying for what can't be. And
Oh yeah, the vision should be at the harbor!

Get Spiritual  
To prick or n0t to prick

by Divya Dias

There the needle grinned
It gleamed an evil smile

Thirsting for that drop of  blood
My finger shook denial
As the sterilizer 
Tried to soothe

Enfold it in its warmth
'Watch out! Here I come’ 
The lancet seemed to taunt

So gently massaging the poor dear 
I kissed its little head

If  I don't have it on that slide
The teacher's going to lose her head

It trembled 'No!'
I steeled myself
123 I pricked

123 I pricked again
Till I found a spot of  red
I squeezed in heady glee
Out oozed the precious fluid
And as I bent my head to see

My finger winked 'I finally did it!' 

You may do all things
that men regard as 
religious, but unless
they inspire you to lead
better lives, unless they
enable the spirit within
you to find greater 
expression, then you are
not religious as the
world sees it.

-by Aviral Jain



Dear friends,
I have always believed in the

adage ‘Speechis power: speech is to per-
suade, to convert, to compel ’ and debates
truly exemplify the power of speech. The
increasing irregularity of debates in college
was evident since the last few years. Lack
of motivation and inspiration was the root of
this irregularity. We concluded that the par-
ticipants needed something to fight for and,
that’s when the notion of ‘Faceoff: The
Debate Championship’ emerged.

Everyone wanted the event to start
with a big bang and holding the first debate
in the lawn outside the canteen was a huge
winner!! It was a treat to watch greatly expe-
rienced debaters arguing on surprise tests
but more importantly, it did the job it was
meant for: exciting the crowd. Their re-
sponse was stupendous and so was the fac-
ulty feedback

Since then, regular debates have
been going on and we intend to have a
grand finale for everyone to watch in 4
months.

So dear readers, this is a chance to
explore, and refine your speaking skills as
you gain in confidence, the importance of
which will be only realized later. So don’t be
afraid, face your worst fears and in the end,
glory shall be yours!!!!

-by the Debate Secretaries

Face OFF 
-At ‘Enigma’ a festival organized by R.A.Podar col-
lege, UICT team came first in street dance and third
in choreo dance.
-Divya Dias stood third in Miss. Malhar competition.
-Darshan Mehta’s team won first prize at IIT Delhi in
a competition organized by Agilent. Also they have
been selected in the top 30 teams in the world for an
international competition organized by UNESCO.
-Nitesh Acharya won bronze medal in karate during  Mumbai University inter college
competition 
- Pirthi Pal Singh(team leader), Ratnesh Jain, Prajakta Jain all PhD.(Tech), Aditya
Pattani M.Pharm and Abhijit Dale(ex-student B.Pharm) are one among four teams 
out of  69 selected by the UK High Commission, New Delhi for YES(Young 
Entreprenuer Scheme) and the final presentation will be held in Oxford.

OUR ACHIEVERS

This year the hygiene secretaries have de-cided to take some steps to bring up the
basic hygiene level, and these steps will be
implemented in three phases.
The first phase involves creating aware-
ness by putting up posters, not just for
cleanliness but also to save electricity and
water. 
The second phase involves regular clean-
ing of  classrooms and toilets. While this is
already being done we must understand
that we the students are the cause of  litter-
ing in the campus. Hence we have decided
to carry out random checks in different

classrooms, and in case the classroom does
not meet our standards the HRs of  that par-
ticular class will be answerable.
While these measures will ensure that the
students cut down on littering, newer infra-
structure is needed to bring up the hygiene
levels.
For this in phase three we plan on reno-
vating the toilets (which has already begun)
and setting up permanent fixed garbage
bins all over the campus premises.
We sincerely hope that you cooperate with
us and help us in our endeavour to make
ICT cleaner and greener.

This years sports season has
kicked off with the inter-

class football competition
which saw active participation
from all the years including
post-graduates. Kudos to the
Final Year BChem  class for
winning the tournament but a
special mention  to the
SYBTech class for their gritty
performance. 
The purpose of this tourna-

ment was to provide a platform
for students to showcase their
talents and similar competi-
tions for other sports are in the
pipeline. Next up is the Table-
tennis tournament which is
going to be held after the peri-
odic tests followed by chess,
badminton and so on. 
The highly awaited UD Pre-

mier League is starting next
month with four teams. If the

recently concluded inter-class
football tournament is anything
to go by, this year’s UDPL is
sure to be a spectacle.
This year again, strenuous ef-

forts were required to make the
ground fit for playing. Hence
special attention to ground de-
velopment and maintenance is
planned this year  Lights for the
main ground as well as for the
badminton and basketball
courts are a must as the “offi-
cial” playing time is only after
5:30pm. The badminton court
also needs renovation if it is to
be used. The present makeshift
basketball court can be con-
verted to a standard basketball
half court. The place behind
the new auditorium and be-
sides the recreation centre
which presently lies biting the
dust is excellently suited for a

tennis court cum basketball full
court. The main ground also
seconds as a dumping ground
for the entire college and is in
dire need of a fence.
Everything in this sixteen

acre campus screams out per-
fection, be it the beautiful gar-
dens, the excellent labs or the
state of the art library, so why
be satisfied with sub-standard
sports facilities. 
These tasks may seem

daunting and by no means can
be achieved in a year. But
that’s just an excuse we may
find for not starting. They say
that ‘well begun is half done’ so
why not at least make a begin-
ning this year and some years
down the line our perseverance
would have paid off and we
would have achieved all our ob-
jectives. 

Sports Center
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Help us keep the campus clean

Contact the TA:
Debate secretary:

debate.ict@gmail.com

Hygiene Secretary:
clean.ict@gmail.com

Sports Secretary:
sports.ict@gmail.com

-by the Hygiene Secretaries

-by the Sports Secretaries
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Horrorscopes

Aries (March 21- April 19):
Its time for you to break off your relationship with
your significant other. Let's face it: that alien does-
n't really love you; it's just using you to gain infor-
mation on Earthling anatomy

Taurus (April 20 – May 20):
It's true that big girls don't cry, but you won't be one
until that operation on Tuesday, so go ahead and cry
all you want until then.

Gemini (May 21 – June 20):
Heh. Hehehe. Heheheehehehe. HahahahahaHAha-
haheehohohoheehee... *Whew.* the stars crack me
up sometimes.

Cancer (June 21 – July 22):
Your lucky number of the day is 69 

Leo (July 23 – Aug 22):
Get your lazy a** off the couch and find a good
psychiatrist. Quickly. I'm not telling you your lucky
number until you get back

Virgo (Aug 23 – Sept 22):
Oh. Oh my. I had no idea…I’m so sorry. So terribly
sorry...Your lucky number is whatever you want it to 
be, you poor, poor thing.

Libra (Sept 23 – Oct 22):
The editor for this issue is a Libran and hence we
are forced to say that librans are perfect…and com-
pletely full of themselves.

Scorpio (Oct 23 – Nov 21):
I see three trips in your near future. The first is on
acid, the second is to the hospital and the third is to
rehab. Say NO to drugs.              

Sagittarius (Nov 22 – Dec 21):
If I were you, I’d get a head start and give up car-
ing now. It’ll save you a lot of trouble later.
Lucky number: -2

Capricorn (Dec22 – Jan 19):
You're weird. You're a reject. In fact, the stars don't
even think you were ever born. Nobody does. Hope
this encourages you to go on existing.

Aquarius (Jan 20 – Feb 18):
Last night, a spider crawled up your nose and inside
your skull while you were sleeping. Serves you right
for not duct taping closed all bodily orifices while
you sleep

Pisces (Feb 19 – March 20):
I see oncoming headlights in your near future.
Please, stay away from The Light.

If today is your birthday: Happy Birthday. Enjoy the
attention while you have it.  Isn't it sad how the
smallest things in life, such as a birthday, can bring
you such pathetic joy? You disgust me. Carry on.

ACROSS
2 Most debated topic in college, ana-
gram for 'I stress ur pest' (8,5)
6 Faceoff  is the brainchild of  ______
Negandhi (4)
7 Preserver of  culture, perhaps?(5,5)
9 Last name of  the famous Ram from
Shetty's canteen(6)
10 First name of  the female winner of
the personality contest at Freshers
this year. (5)
11 Connects UD to the world (4)
12 What do Monty Panesar and Prof
Kamat, HOD of  foods have in com-
mon? (5,4)

DOWN
1 V in K.V auditorium (12)
3 "If  you are not part of  the solution,
you are part of  the __________(3)" UD
graffiti
4 Hometown of  the GS of  the 
Technological Association(8)
5 UDCT alumnus who is the MD-pro-
moter of  Alkyl Amines,
Mr._________(7)
8 The first head of  this institute,
Dr.R.B. _____ (7)

Unquotable Quotes
“Light is made up of balls” 

-a professor attempting to explain
the particulate nature of light

“Which class do I teach? I am not in
a state to remember right now”

-  a dazed professor asks

Question: “What precautions should
be taken if bromine spills onto your
skin?”
Student writes: “Think 100 times be-
fore using bromine again”

Prof: “Have you seen a coil?”
Class: “No!!!”
Prof: “Where????”

Prof. catches a student talking and the
student denies the charge:
Prof says “Do I have inbuilt noise in
my ears?”

Talking about heat a Prof. says “This
is your body, it is very hot!!!!!”

“ Is he a visiting student ?”
- a professor questions the con-

stant absence of a student

First student.:“We start celebrating
our platinum jubilee on October 1st”
Second student: “ Does this happen
every year????”

We hope you take this column in the
right spirit. No offense is meant to anyone 
whatsoever.

Identify 
the
Professor




