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The illusion of Bulls and Bears
Have you ever pondered, in which of the
cities, Mumbai or Raigadh, would you like
to stay? The answer nine out of ten times
would be Mumbai. The simple question
here has a much deeper implication than
seems. The claims of the economic ‘boom’ in
India seem fallacious when we look at the
disparity in economic benefits
added independently by these
two cities.  The indicators of
economic growth and the
economic development of
a few metros don’t seem
to reflect the reality of
economic conditions in
India 

India's economic boom
is blown out of proportion.
Still, nearly 70 percent of the
population in India is under the
poverty line. The overall picture for India
looks crimson but barring a few states like
Karnataka, the economy of other states is
stagnant. The economic growth seen in
many states is mainly due to service indus-
tries. Housing and real estate has seen a
growth of 12.5 percent, while the service in-
dustry contributes nearly 50 percent to the
GDP. On the contrary, agriculture, which is
the occupation of nearly 60 percent Indi-
ans, has seen a growth of a mere 2.2 per-
cent which is less than that seen during
1970’s and 80’s. Critical projects like the
Golden Quadrilateral, are either lagging
behind by many years or have not seen any
work progress in the last few months in
certain parts of the country. 

As is noticeable from the economic
graphs of developed nations, infrastructure
forms the backbone of a stable and sustain-
able economy. India lags behind in the in-
frastructural setup. Efforts have been
concentrated to enhance service industries
but the infrastructure has suffered a severe
set back. Service industries like the IT can
sustain themselves without highly devel-
oped infrastructure, but think of a chemical
industry which is highly infrastructure in-
tensive. The difference between developed
and developing is vast and conspicuous.
The distribution of resources is not even. In
addition to this, lack of energy and re-

source development and their management
has also been a deterrent to economic
growth. States like Uttaranchal have sur-
plus while states with high economic
growth like Maharashtra have load shed-
ding of up to 12 hours a day in certain
pockets. Nearly 90% of rural economy in

India relies on agriculture and related ac-
tivities. The growth in the primary

sector is quite slow and there is a
constant migration of people
from rural to urban areas.

We are all well acquainted
with the bull run of the stock
markets which has taken place
over the past year. But, are the

bulls on the markets really re-
flecting the local scenario? The

answer is a straight no. The growth
seen in India has been in a few sectors

and the market is regulated by the FII’s.
Even as I write this article, the Sensex has
fallen by 900 points in three days.

The stock exchange, which recently
touched the 14500 mark, is not a compre-
hensive indicator of economy because it
takes 30 companies into account. Prime
Minister Narsimha Rao’s government initi-
ated reforms by adopting liberalization and
globalization. The Sensex began to soar
and it was projected as a source of quick
buck. There were expectations of further
reforms. But the scams like Harshad
Mehta-gate and the ignorance of people led
to a big downfall. Many people, especially
those from the lower middle class lost their
life-savings. The present rally is due to a
characteristically similar market condition
with the difference that the FII’s and the
FDI’s are plowing surplus money into the
Indian market.  Although any growth is
good, the question that remains unan-
swered is,”Is this growth sustainable?”

The imbalance created by uneven and
sporadic growth needs to be removed.  The
high growth rate of economy should not
turn out to be a bubble which bursts. The
indicators of economic growth will remain
mere figures until the benefits of such a
growth reach every Indian. Only then, will
‘India Shining’ appear believable.-
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BEYOND THE PORTAL OF EXCELLENCE
The first batch passed out in 1938,
since then this portal has churned out
many great minds. AAkksshhaatt RRaatthhii and
AAllookk PPaattiill take a sneak peak at the life
of recent pass-outs.

FUTURE, THE force that pushes us through
our present! Aren’t we eager to know what it
holds for us? Remember the time when you
were standing in front of  the main gate? Un-
certain about taking your first steps into a
different world, a bit afraid and a bit con-
fused to walk through the portal?. You gath-
ered courage and walked in and in no time
ICT became your second home. Four years
pass by and suddenly you find you are about
to leave your alma mater, the friends and the
UD life, to take another step in to the future.
How will life be?  

We all know about sky-scraping achieve-
ments of  our distinguished alumni, but to
have a more immeidate picture for current
and prospective students, we invited some
recent pass-outs from ICT to write in. This,
friends, is “Life At and Beyond UD!”

SSttaattiissttiiccss--IIff  tthheeyy mmeeaann aannyytthhiinngg!!!!
ICTians are colorful people and we find

them in all kind of  fields including those

completely unrelated to chemicals. The last
year’s batch stands as a clear example of
varied fields that we ICTians can make a
foray into. Last year, nearly 51% of  ICTians
went for higher studies in scientific
branches, while there were 43% who decided
to apply their knowledge by entering the in-
dustry.  Though many students took jobs,
they intended to opt for management in fu-
ture. There were 6% students who opted for
various career and study options such as
IAS or first and second generation entrepre-
neurship or took up research projects.

AAddjjuussttiinngg
There is a whole new world out there. “ I

was thrilled to see Professors from the uni-
versity coming to receive me!” says VViinniitt
TTaatthheedd, who is a postgraduate student at the
University Of  Alaska Fairbanks (UAF).
“Though I was a mediocre student at UD, the
scenario was different here. People here val-
ued my being from UD. I started realizing my
life isn’t as bad as I originally thought it to
be, that comforted me. Plus I started to like
the subjects here and also the very fact that
Petroleum Industry is booming , urged me to
give in more than I ever did.”

(Contd on Page 4)

LIKE INDIA is fondly known as Bharat to
oldies,  for us passouts, ICT (formerly UICT)
is known as "UDCT", or even more lovingly,
as "UD".

UD was love at first sight for me - the
beautiful four pillars, the ancient British style
facade, the gardens around, the girls sitting in
the garden with me - well that last clause was
just my imagination, but the rest are true in-
deed. 

I was hell-bent on becoming a Computer
Engineer.  I visited UD just to please my dad.
Well, little did I know that the professors
speaking in the New Audi would convince me that
Computer Engineering was someone else's destiny.  I
had eaten Maggi noodles for breakfast that day, litle did
I know that I would end up taking Food Technology. 

Well the wheel turned again - I had thought I would
be working in some RnD lab or some factory, 'sam-
pling' chocolates, ice-creams, cream biscuits (especially
those with jam in them) and so on.  And here I am - sit-
ting in front of a computer for most of the day (and
most of the night too - at my office - they have "flexi-
time" - meaning you come in when you want and leave
when the manager wants). During the final year, after
having given the usual GRE and TOEFL and getting
ready to apply for PhD, a new company came to the
UD campus - the job was about intellectual property. 

I recalled one of Prof. Chandalia's thought-provok-
ing lectures, it was about Intellectual Property and
Patents.  Well this time, patents were the Maggi - I de-
cided to work on patents, and joined the company. 

I spent one year at Gurgaon near Delhi.  Be-
lieve me  - it felt like an alien planet to me -
studying four years at UD never prepared me
for everything else but the year I would spend
at Gurgaon. When I came to know of a similar
firm in Mumbai, I jumped at the chance and
returned from India Gate to the Gateway of
India (Some people allege that my return was
prompted by the presence of my fiancee at
Mumbai - she was one of the gifts UD has
given me) 

When I used to study maths, computers,
electrical engineering, materials science, man-

agement and what-not, I used to wonder - "Why am I
doing this?".  Now, when I work on projects dealing
with the use of shape memory alloy for healing bones,
or on projects dealing with treating epilepsy by electri-
cal stimulation of the brain, I wonder "Why didn't I do
more of this?". 

Now I realize how protective life at UD was - and
how quickly we are expected to sink or swim in the real
world! In the life after UD, we no longer have teachers
to guide us, to protect us from errors.  We no longer
have friends with whom to share silly stories with - we
only have colleagues with whom we can discuss what
went wrong in the project.  We no longer have "interac-
tions" with seniors - we have "altercations" with man-
agers instead! 

One thing that did not change after UDCT was my
conviction about what seniors used to tell us what
UDCT stands for - Unlimited Dreams Come True.

Nihal Parkar
2005  pass out 
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Sneha Shanbhag, MIT.
Aditya Kulkarni and
Swatilekha, UMass,
Boston. 
Rahul Gajabi, Atul 
Industries. 
Rohan Bedmutha, West-
ern Ontario, Canada.
Tarun Bansal,Texas A&M
University.
Akshay Shah, Syaracuse
University, NY.
Jai Khandelwal, Petrofac,
Sharjah.



Sounds harsh, but Ravi RRaghavan, our
featured alumni for the month has a
strong reason to support it. Find him
in a candid chat with us.

AFTER PASSING out from UDCT
he went to do a Ph.D in Drexel Uni-
versity, USA but due to a sudden
turn of  events he had to return
back after completing his MS.The
family-run business of  Chemical
Weekly (CW) was not a very small
setup which could have been shut
down nor so big that it could
change hands. This landed Ravi in
the driving seat of  the periodical.

“Though formal education at UDCT in plastics
is of  little direct use to me, the knowledge made
me learn the ropes of  chemical business quickly
and become a shrewd observer of  the industry”,
said the editor of  the largest read chemical maga-
zine in India. Advantages of  the alma-mater?
“Today when I speak to people in the industry as
the Editor of  CW they open up hesitantly, but
when I say that I am an ex-UDCTian they open up
without a second thought.”

When asked about recent interactions with the
students he said, “It has not been to an extent I
would have liked. The last one was when I came
to the institute for a prize ceremony as the chief

guest two years back.” His comments on the cur-
rent recruits, “Students lack communication
skills, their quality of  language is poor and they
can’t present themselves.” Does that mean the
overall quality of  students is declining? “I won’t
worry about that much. I am more worried about
the chemical industry not taking efforts to attract
students. Why do the best brains go to the IT and
software industry? It’s because they have done an
excellent job at projecting bright opportunities.
We simply haven’t put enough efforts to do that.”
The solution? “When I talk to my daughter about
chemicals, she says “Dirty!”. The various scien-
tific bodies and associations, media like ours
(CW) and institutions like ICT, must work hard to
give it a facelift. It can be said that the most dan-
gerous thing in the world is electricity, still we
can’t live without it. Chemicals are similar, they
can be managed. We should present a balanced
picture.”

Future Prospects? “We are living in the finest
time for chemical industries. Foreign investors
have seen a tremendous potential in the Indian
entrepreneurs. With MNCs entering the Indian
scenario, the picture is changing both in quality
and quantity. The need for quality people is seri-
ously acute. Many Indian industries are now en-
tering the global market, this gives people like
you great opportunities.” Soon its time to leave.
“Sorry, I forgot to offer you tea or coffee!” He said
sheepishly. “Its ok.” we said; who needs it anyway
after such a feast for thought!
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Looking BBack
Gaurav SSathaye, our ex-

GS, says, “I have been work-
ing with my father at United
Ink and Varnish Co. Pvt.
Ltd. in the field of  Resins,
Varnishes and Offset Print-
ing Inks. More than any
ready-made knowledge, I
find that it is ICTians strong
fundamentals and ability
with analytical skills and
problem solving that really
makes us understand the
situation and work towards
the desired solution.” Talk-
ing of  management, “I have
kept myself  busy doing an
MBA at S. P. Jain Institute
of  Management & Research.
Lots of  learning and run-
ning around and fun here
too – but, though it’s a great
college, it isn’t UD! As the
GS, it wasn’t too difficult to ensure a smooth
and enjoyable year but it has made me pick up
the “soft skills” which are crucial in the indus-
try. It was during this time that I got to interact
with most people in college and it re-affirmed
my belief  that UDCT polishes the diamonds in
us.”

It was a dream to give something back to the
society three years back while entering an en-
gineering college. Somewhere else it would
have remained but a naïve dream. Not at ICT!
We believe in following our dreams
here…dreams that are as high as a soaring

eagle and as wild as a ride in
007’s Aston Martin! Taking the
dream a little further i.e. giving
it the form of  a vision, I do not
think the following idea is by
any standards, far fetched. Our
job & position in industry en-
ables us to contribute to society
but what gives us this position is
the place we learnt it all; for u
and me, its ICT. In our capacity
to give, we must give something
back to ICT knowing well that it
cannot measure up to what it
has given to us. Our personal
dreams must include a piece of
our heart for the place which
nurtured us and will stay for-
ever with open arms to welcome
us anywhere on the globe and in
space in the form of  our alumni.
Somehow, I think the very Bolly-
wood concept of  the hero giving
his first salary to his mother,

has stuck with me.

Some QQuotes oon UUD

The magnificent edifice...a home away from
home for many...my stepping stones into a
blissful womanhood from a fragile
adoloscence! Thats UD for me!
- Sharmila NNadar

In UD, expect the best from the Unexpected
- Akshay SShah

Eight Steps in ICT 
By Rahul AAnil RRathi

a dream to follow dreams was first
step in ICT

a dream to overall independence
was second step in ICT

a dream to get friends forever was
third step in ICT

a dream to learn bitter/happy les-
sons of life was fourth step in ICT
a dream to get ragged was fifth in

ICT
a dream to get someone so special

was sixth step in ICT
a dream to pursue higher studies

was seventh step in ICT
a dream to get dream job was

eight step in ICT
and ...

a dream to cherish all these mem-
ories will be last step out ofICT

1984 – B.Sc. (Tech) Plas-
�cs – UDCT
1986 – M.S. Polymer Sci-
ence – Drexel 
University, USA
Currently, Editor of
Chemical Weekly

FEATURED
ALUMNI



Indrakant BBorkar, student of  Prof. G. D. Yadav received
“Best Research Presentation Award” from S. L. Govind-
war (Secretary DBT, Govt. of  India) during International
Conference on Biotechnology (2-4 November 2006) at Sar-
dar Patel University, Gujarat.

Viji BB NNarayani from FYBTech has been selected
to perform on Jaya TV. The winner of  the contest
will have a chance to record with S P Balasubra-
manyam. Viji has been training in Karnatik clas-
sical music.

An intercollegiate event was held this month at Sydnham college
and our enthusiastic students were not holding back on winning
prizes. Rohan Choukulkar from SYCE won Anti-Chess event, a

chess tournament with a twist.

The Boxing team of  ICT won medals at the univer-
sity boxing chmapionshps held at Thakur College,
Kandivili. Sanjay Katode and Tanmay Bhide both
won Bronze medal in middle weight and super
heavy weight categories respectively. Nitish
Acharya qualified upto quarter-finals in light
weight category.
Sanjay was the coach to the team. Sanjay has also

been bringing in many laurels for ICT over the years. He has represented India in Oct 2003
for world kkickboxing cchampionships in Paris where he reached up to quarter finals. In July
2006, he went to Finland to represent India in world kkarate cchampionship and won the
GASAKU training certificate.

IInnddrraakkaanntt BBoorrkkaarr bbaaggss 
iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall aawwaarrdd

OOuurr oowwnn aarrttiisstt 
oonn JJaayyaa TTVV

IICCTT RRuulleess aaggaaiinn
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BBooxxiinngg tthheeiirr wwaayy 
ttoo gglloorryy

The victorious boxing team
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esjh vkRek cuodj!

eatjh fe’kky

News and Views

POLL
Is sex education necessary in ICT?
A - Yes  
B - No  
C - Already Educated!!

RESULTS for NOV Issue
Should a formal dress code be 

compulsory for all ICT Students?
Tease yyour bbrain!

Identify this picture, the place and
the city. The answer should be cut

out along with this poll and put it in
the suggestion box in the canteen.

Please mention your name.
Lucky winner gets a PARKER

Letters to the Editor
The microbial content found in milk of
the canteen outnumbers that found in any
washroom water supply. If  this is the case
with milk, what proportion of  microbial
content would be present in canteen food
can very well be conjectured! It is
extremely incredulous that such a presti-
gious institute like ICT comes up to
its mark only in producing successful en-
trepreneurs and engineers!
PPriiyaannkkaa DDwwiivveeddii
FFYCEE

Dear Priyanka,
We can readily appreciate your concern.
The hygeine in the canteen, while not
very different from that in many restau-
rants across the city, does definitely lag
behind the ‘ideal’. All the same, we are
pretty convinced that the cooked food in
the canteen is not harmful to the con-
sumer (in the context of  microbial con-
tamination). Raw food may have a high

microbial load but cooked food does not. So, while
efforts towards better hygeine should be made,
you can be sure the food will not harm you. 
Maddhhuuvvaanti KKaallee

There is no doubt that ICT is one of  the top-notch institutes
in the country  and we need to keep abreast of  the various
facilities provided by other equally prestigious institutions .
Keeping the above fact in mind , I think its high time that a
Help Desk (or a Student's Enquiry centre) is set up in the
college . This facility will not only aid the students of   ICT
but also the plethora of  visitors and guests that our college
attracts everyday . The main idea of  setting up this facility
is to centralize the whole process of  enquiry-solving. This
will also be beneficial during emergencies.
Amey PPuranik
FYYCE

Dear Amey,
A very valid request. Well take up the issue in the next TA
meeting. Let’s see what can be done about it. Till then, let’s
help ourselves and others. Maadhuvannttii KKaallee

For Private Circulation Only
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Film: Shataranj KKe KKhiladi
Director: Satyajit Ray.
Cast: Amjad Khan (Nawab), Saeed Jaffery (Mir), Sanjeev
Kumar (Mirza), Richard Attenborough

SHATRANJ KE Khiladi is one of  the first films to break
away from the commercial traditions of  Bollywood. In
fact, it belongs to a different tradition altogether; art cin-
ema, reflecting social themes, which
have been going on scenes in the 1950s-
60s.

Shataranj ke Khiladi (SKK) is a de-
light from beginning to end. Taking its
cue from the origins of  chess as a war-
strategy game, Ray builds two narra-
tives in parallel: in the mid 1850s, two
idle aristocrats become obsessed by
chess and play it all day long, oblivious of  the collapse of
the domestic and political structure that it causes. The
scheming and strategy of  the chess board is played out
in the real-life, the scheme, of  the East India Company, as
it attempts to maneuver the Nawab of  Oudh from his
throne and bring the state under British jurisdiction.
The two plotlines are beautifully brought together at the

end when, after hearing that Company troops have
moved in and the Nawab has abdicated, the chess playing
friends change their board layout to the western manner,
which involves the king and queen changing their start-
ing positions: “Move over, king. Make way for [queen]
Victoria!”

There are fine performances all round: from Amjad
Khan as the Nawab, whose delicate sensibilities lead to

infinite puzzlement at the conniving of
Richard Attenborough as the company rep-
resentative in Oudh whose job is to unseat
him. Attenborough manages to convey a gen-
uine belief  that the state needs to be better
run. Sanjeev Kumar and Saeed Jaffery, as the
chess players play the roles of  Mir and Mirza
with magnificent perfection. From deadpan
seriousness to quizzical amusement they

provide the finest comic and solemn phases of  the movie.
Finally the movie has a wonderful piece of  camera-

work and compositional framing which never fails to en-
chant. A must-see for all lovers of  cinema.

(Aditya Banerjee is in TYCE and his a hobbies are watching old
movies and listening to old hindi songs)

FROM THE Stables of  Electronic Arts comes the 10th
game in the NFS series, the highly hyped Need for Speed
Carbon.  The game is an enormous system hogger, so if
you have less than 512MB RAM and still depend on your
onboard video, don’t entertain high hopes. The graphics
aspect of  Carbon has been a matter of  debate. Overall the
huge requirement to graphics ratio is not too good. Still,
the game looks lovely. Gameplay has had the biggest over-
haul in the game. The car models have improved, lots of
new cars have been added, and each car has a different feel
.There are three classes to choose from- Tuner (balanced
top speed and acceleration), Muscle (monsters with huge
BHP’s) and Exotics (high end cars). The Modding part has
simply been rendered endless. Along with the usual After-
market parts, there is a new Autosculpt system, allowing

gamers to modify each part according to his requirement.
Also, the Cop Chase tradition from most wanted has been
continued, but it is not quite as spectacular. The main
focus here has shifted to drift racing, which has been com-
pletely overhauled and is spectacular.The game introduces
new Race type, the Canyon Duels. Also, the game intro-
duces the Crew type racing, where you have to manage a
crew of  3 members, each having his/her own specialty
(Blocker, Drifter or Scout) .Hmmm…a déjà vu from Tokyo
Drift. EA has done a good job again with their EA Tracks.
The music keeps you deeply engrossed in the game. The
game overall is fairly well made, and is worth playing. So
get out there, and burn the wheels. 

(Sudhir Mani, SYTech, is an ardent gamer)

Book: Atlas Shrugged
Author: Ayn Rand
Publisher: Penguin 
Price: Rs 400

WHO IIS John GGalt? Philosophy
may sound repelling.1000 pages
of  it? Well, may be not. The novel tells us about
what happens to a country when all the intellec-
tuals desert it. Why do they destroy their busi-
nesses because they love it? Which is the
attribute which determines your income-your
ability, or your need? The ideas expressed in the
book may seem weird in collectivist cultures but
nevertheless, the author is successful in con-
vincing the readers about her philosophy that a
country's progress is possible because of  its
brains.The novel says that your head can work
without your hands but your hands cannot work
without your head.

John Galt has vowed to stop the 'motor' of  the

world by taking  away from a country, all the
men of  ability. Dagny Taggart, though having
similar ideas as Galt, desperately tries to save
the industrialists from him. Galt is the protago-
nist who persuades the intellectuals to desert
the country by convincing them that they have
no moral responsibility towards the people who
loathe them.The novel reaches its climax when
Dagny has to fight her greatest battle against
John, her greatest love.

If  you believe philosophy is not your cup of
tea, don’t worry, but be prepared for more than a
spoonful. The ideas expressed by the author are
so very convincing that anyone who has read
Ayn Rand has no inhibitions about declaring
who his/ her favourite author is. On a vacation?
Feeling starved? Here’s the perfect intellectual
fodder for you. 

(Harshad Pathak TYCE the guy who loves his course
books loves Ayn Rand too )
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Blackboard
SHOULD I be a Hindu if I want to follow the
Vedanta philosophy and Bhagwad Gita? Should I
be a Muslim if the quotes of Quran enlighten me?
If the atheism of Mahavira beckons me, should I
be a Jain? Be it the path of enlightenment of Bud-
dha or the teachings of Jesus or the traditions of
Parsees or if I liked some ritual of a remote tribe
in Africa, do I need to convert myself to that reli-
gion to follow it?

Our great Constitution gives us the
freedom of Religion. But, do we really
know what the freedom is? Even if we
do, can we envisage it in the context of
religion? I am not a philosopher, but I
am writing what I have observed, read,
questioned, comprehended, deeply felt
and now am beginning to believe.

Religion is a path, a path that leads to the
Supreme Almighty. But what we are following in
the name of religion can be simply termed as fa-
naticism. We have not tried to understand what
our religious texts really say. If we try to do that,
it will dawn upon us that each religion has its own
great philosophy. Then, shouldn’t I be able to fol-
low all the philosophies without any opposition
from society or those people who call themselves
the guardians of their religion?

We should see and try to implement in our

lives the positive aspects of each religion, without
compromising on our own, and without interfer-
ing in others’ lives. For e.g., I don’t find it easy to
confess something to God, i.e., a non-physical en-
tity, but it is easier to confess to a human (the
Christian way of confession) since I can convince
myself of the confession.

Human mind can be moulded into any desired
shape, but once time progresses, trying to
change its shape is useless. It may be diffi-
cult for our elders to accept what I have
written. Following it is against the in-
grained value system. But we, the youth,
can change. Let religious tolerance meta-
morphose into religious acceptance. Let the
boundary between the religions fade. If

someone has gone to Kanyakumari and visited
the tip, you will see the three water bodies meet-
ing, three different colours of sand mixing. Each
preserves its colour but at the boundaries, they
seem to be one. It’s beautiful. So can our country
be. So can its people be.

As Swami Vivekananda said in his speech at
Chicago, “…(This) may be the death knell of all fa-
naticism, of all persecutions with the sword or
with the pen, and of all uncharitable feelings be-
tween persons wending their way to the same
goal.”

Freedom of Religion

There lived a king who ruled a large empire, pos-
sessed a huge cavalry and astute ministers. Obvi-
ously, he had many enemies looking to usurp his
throne but he retained his might. There was a
sage on who he had utmost faith. The sage had
the power of premonition.

With each bloody war, although the king be-
came mightier, his conscience was hurt each time
because of such needless bloodshed. Searching
for peace, he went to the sage. The sage under-
stood the king’s trouble but remained passive. He
pacified the king and reassured him. Just as he
was about to return, the sage averred-“internal
foes are much more dangerous than the external
ones.” The king did not understand the signifi-
cance and returned, satiated

The very next day, there was a coup and the
king was dethroned by his ministers. Suddenly
the sage’s words made meaning. Do we realize
what the sage meant? Do we have inter-
nal foes? How can the sage’s didactic mes-
sage be of value to us?

There are four foes which keep on bar-
raging us all the time. They are anger,
vanity, hypocrisy and greed. They cause
all our problems, hence called the ‘fatal
four’. These faithful enemies of ours, fol-
low a policy of divide and rule, isolating
our mind from our body, making us go
against our humanitarian tendencies.
They incessantly bicker to us that we will be
much better off befriending them.

They have a typical reaction of converting into
each other as per the conditions. Let’s illustrate
this. Consider a group of friends having an argu-

ment. One of the friends is being neglected. Mr.
Anger enters here and hollers -“Embrace me and
your views will be heard.” The person falls prey.
He is about to vent his spleen when he realizes he
is in a group. Immediately, Mr. Anger transforms
into Mr. Hypocrisy, who deludes -“Adopt double-
standards and people will treat you with more re-
spect.” The person again concurs. Mr. Greed soon
interferes, saying-“There is another group nearby
where you will be bestowed with greater impor-
tance”. The person follows suit and joins the
group nearby. Now Mr. Greed gets converted to
Miss Vanity, who opines-“Brag about your
achievements. You will be worshipped”. The per-
son hugs Miss Vanity. Haggling, instead of hail-
ing causes Miss Vanity to transmigrate into Mr.
Anger. And the transformations continue.

The fatal four say that we should befriend them
to be victorious in the external world. But is it re-

ally so? Can we trust the fatal four? When
there is an irritation on the hand, we feel
that scratching would lessen the irrita-
tion. There is some respite but the irrita-
tion resurfaces and the propensity to
scratch increases. Same is the effect on
befriending the fatal four. They initially
give some respite and pleasure but always
come back to haunt us. We regret our ac-
tions later.

In spite of all these realizations and ex-
periences, we still fall prey to these enemies and
inflict sadness, mistrust, confusion and stress on
our lives. Don’t we have any other options? Are
we still going to fall for the fatal four or can we
teach them a lesson?

Lokendra Bengani
TYCE, is an enthusias�c

break dancer.
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Moonlit aspirations
By Ankeeta Mehta

Looking out the window
On a breezy winter night,
In the darkness,
see the moon glow

Feeling blessed to have
the gift of sight
Luminous; it blushes as
Sun's look through the night.

Keeps fading away,
The moon, only to come back
With all its glory anyway.

It is beautiful by imperfection,
And so for many a lovelorn heart,
Is the object of affection.

Aim for the moon, they say,
That atleast you may get
the tiny star,
But tell me,
Can the one longing
for the moon,
Be happy with a thing
any less?"

MUSIC IS probably the most common
hobby that I find on everyone’s profile
on Orkut- whether it means listening,
learning, or bathroom-singing. So
probably not a bad idea to recount my
experiences with a form of music that
is very much Indian in its origin and
hence, rightly called Hindustani Clas-
sical Music.

My association with classical
music goes back to primary school
days in Kanpur, when a reluctant 6
year old used to be dragged to the
music class by his mother. Learning
classical music was something of a
monotonous shameful feminine activ-
ity, being the only boy sitting amidst a
bunch of damsels, being taught by a
lady and sacrificing cricket twice a
week.

Things took a turn when in 8th
standard, I came to Mumbai, and met
a new Guru. A newer style of teaching
breathed fresh interest and the notion
of ‘shame’ was forgotten. But learning
was still slow, as my riyaaz was mini-
mal. This led me to eventually quit
music for a year being burdened by
impending exams in 12th std.

It was after this, that I realized
what I had missed for a year. I thought
it better not to waste a platform to

learn something that not everybody
gets to learn, a chance to feel unique,
that this uniqueness can be best at-
tained by pursuing classical music
with true sincerity. Thanks to a very
understanding Guru in Prof. Milind
Malshe, I was able to resume my
learning and things were like never
before. I never bunked the lessons
from then on, and attending his home
concert once a month became a neces-
sity.

Since then, I have learnt to appre-
ciate what classical music has given
me; an immense source of relaxation,
a feeling of achievement every time I
sing in a concert and the discovery of
a passion that lay dormant in me. I
have experienced the mood and the
controlled excitement that different
ragas bring out; the mystic power in
Raag Bhoop, the melody in Raag
Yaman, and the Imperial brilliance of
Raag Malkauns. They serve as my
companions in the overcrowded local
trains amongst smelly armpits and
the cold sweat trickling down my tired
spine.

Though most of us don’t have
much inclination towards this form of
music, I believe that every ear can ap-
preciate it provided it is exposed to the

“WHAT DO closed lids signify?” asked Professor
Vaidya leaving the students of his psychology class
gaping at what was his latest in a string of “Vaidya’s
believe it or not – ten thousand eccentric questions”.
Somehow it was much easier to predict the next
move of an invincible con man than the words of
their inimitable professor Vaidya - the big V.

“Well”, he said in a tone that they very well recog-
nized as an opening line for a long grueling discus-
sion that only he had the capability of initiating,
elaborating and concluding- closed lids- yes that was
the flavor of the day!” Well,’ he repeated again after
being greeted by nothing but silence and well, more
silence. His gaze penetrated through every living
soul in that classroom, perhaps searching for a
source of enlightenment that would expound on the
significance of closed lid on…something.

“This is preposterous!” he exclaimed banging his
fist on the table. “I just can’t understand you guys.
Here I come with so much pre-ignited passion, so
much fire.” Fire, he literally breathed, causing the
students to jump convulsively in the air. “And’, he
toned down, “All I can see in your eyes is a fire extin-
guisher!” There was a collective groan at the last
statement which was hastily converted into a sup-
posedly appreciative laughter- lest they displease
their whimsical yet lovable professor!

“Come on, guys,” he pleaded regaining his tem-
porarily lost exuberance, “Stretch your imagina-
tion,” –flailing his arms wildly in the air, his eyes
frantically looking from one inanimate statue to an-
other which sprang to life just to avert their gaze

from him. Sensing that no one was going to come
forth with a plausible explanation to what he
thought was a seemingly relevant question, he fi-
nally called out on…

“Nikhil,” he bellowed. Nikhil jerked himself from
his reverie, his self imposed stupor, and stood up
looking lost, confused and dazed. “Present sir!” he
mumbled. “I can see that,” the professor commented
dryly. “ Tanvi?” he asked opting for the thin, bespec-
tacled Minnie Four Eyes. “Closed lids! Closed lids!”
she whispered fervently, “Is it something to do with
Russia? No wait that was iron curtain…” A collec-
tive snort, a whimper of agony and a dull thud on
the table later “Isn’t there anyone who will help un-
ravel the mysteries of the human psyche?” Prof.
Vaidya feebly managed to say. Silence and lo and be-
hold a hand shot up in the air causing the big V to
jump with happiness. “Yes miss…?”His euphoria
had managed to cloud his memory, which prided it-
self on knowing every pupils name.

“Nandini sir, “ said she, “If you look at it in the
abstract sense: closed lids represent the iron mask
that most of us hide behind. It is this very iron
mask that prevents us from opening up to our friend
and kith and kin. Why we hide behind it is probably
because we fear that if we project our true feelings
and thoughts, we may come across as vulnerable.
But sometimes it is much easier to just open up and
let go. That is what closed lids signify precisely.

“Excellent Nandini,” clapped Vaidya, “couldn’t
have put it better myself and now class, what is the
meaning of…”
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APPARENTLY, NOBODY knew of the tournament

until night. Team ICT was not complete as they

were missing two of their important players: Jinesh

and Sandeep.Sudden replacements were called

for.

We reached the Oval around 7.50 am. next

morning and found our pitch among the dozens

present. It was time to

make a decision for the

12th man, and this is

where I came in…maybe

because I was the only

one available.

We had to field first for

the first match. We re-

stricted the opposition to a

modest total of 36 runs (6

overs a side). We got a

solid start while batting.

And then we did that

which would have made

the Indian Team

proud…32/9. Somehow

we managed to scrape

through with Raj scoring the winning runs.

However, this poor performance played the cat-

alyst for us. We were all charged up for the next

match. We ran through our opponents and won the

match with ease. And we were in the semi finals of

the tournament. The semi finals and finals were to

be held at Police Gymkhana. We had a lot of free

time on our hands before that. So here’s where the

grub came in. Aakhir…sab paapi pet ka khel hai.

The organisers gave us the pseudo-gear of the

semi finalists of Champions trophy, held in India

this year. It was all so unexpected. We got to wear

New Zealand’s jerseys.

There was lush green grass, giant screens,

floodlights, loud but commentary all the same, and

a Lagaan-like crowd which seemed to have, for

one night, turned their backs to the sea.

In the semifinals, the op-

ponents couldn’t achieve a

score of 33 runs.

Suddenly, we were in

the final. We watched the

next semifinal and devised

a definite plan for the final.

It literally happened so

fast that before we knew it,

we were champions. Much

of the credit for our victory

goes to inspirational bowl-

ing performances by Ishan,

Nirmal and Raj.

We had won our first

ever trophy. In the daze, all

that escaped our mouths

was, “UICT, UICT, UICT,…”

Prof G D Yadav was present at the prize distri-

bution ceremony; we were proud and elated to re-

ceive the trophy from our own professor. Two other

major awards:

Player of the series: Nirmal Gandhi

Man of the Match for the finals: Angad Mehta

And then came the icing on the cake, a cash

prize of Rs. 7,700.

THE FAST AND THE VICTORIOUS

The bi�er sweet symphony
The victorious team of ICT posing here with the

trophies

THE TIME has come to raise the curtain to
an extravaganza that ICT has never wit-
nessed before. For the first time this year,
Funtech will host the intercollegiate stage
with a brand new name Manzar (3rd-5th
March),an event which not only promises a
showcase of talent from other colleges but
various other attractions and star perform-
ances that will entrance all. A plethora of
new and different competitions have been
planned and prizes to be won are big which
also include laptops, iPods etc. So get ready to
shake the beat in a beautiful Arabic ambi-
ence.

Following Funtech and Manzar would be
Sportsaga which prepares to aggrandise its
good run last year with many more events,
bigger prizes and more heated action. This
will be held from 6th-12th March.

Both Manzar and Sportsaga have been
planned on a very large scale for building the
dream of 'Brand ICT'. All this has a lot of ef-
fort involved and so we call upon everyone to
lend us a helping hand in whatever way possi-
ble. We would once again like to thank Prof.
Gaikar and other faculty members for their
support and confidence in our dream.

A real Prodigy is someone who can ‘solve any problem in
the most innovative yet ethical manner’ and use valuable
technical knowledge to come up with the most economi-
cal and innovative design, be it from waste or wealth.
PRODIGY the annual technical festival organized by ICT
in association with IIChE – MRC will be held from the
19th to the 21st of January 2007. The festival was begun to
bring together students with the aim of providing them
with an arena to express their multifaceted talents and
share their perspectives.

Prodigy 2006 was a great success, nearly 300 of the
brightest minds from reputed institutes participated. Stu-
dents benefited tremendously from this interaction as it
enabled them to increase their technical know-how as
well as acted as a platform for interaction between stu-
dents from diverse cultural backgrounds.

This year we are delighted to bring to you PRODIGY
‘07. We aim at inviting students from all disciplines of en-
gineering this year, thus providing a larger palette for tal-
ent and technical aptitude. The competitions are not
restricted to engineering alone, but also involve events
ranging from world politics to sports to stock markets.
Events have been designed to test the participants’ ability
to go beyond textbooks and think out of the box. Prepara-
tions for the festival are in the 4th gear. For all those who
are still hibernating, wake up! Come, be a part of this ex-
citing journey from start to end.
For more details visit : www.prodigyuict.com

THE CRYSTAL BALL
What we hold for you in the futurefuntech - Manzar

& Sportsaga 2007 Prodigy UICT 2007

Spectrum
9

TheSPIRIT
December 2006

Gurpreet Singh
SYTech, is a
enthusias�c
sportsmen



THE NOTICE-board can hardly breathe
As the crowd blocks its air,
The time has come, the judgment day.
Everybody wants his share

FOR months and months they perse-
vered
Day and night they toiled,
And now that the day has come,
They do not want it spoiled

FOR the months and months they’d
persevered
The days and nights they’d toiled,
I wonder what good I had done
Those days and nights I’d spoiled

THAT apart, I pop my anxious head
Into the boisterous crowd
As heads clear from my view,
My heart thumps fast and loud

AND suddenly I see it there, roll no. 26
With all its effrontery
The notice-board spreads its chest,
Breathing nice and free

HAZE covers my vision
As I get closer to the sheet
Loud and fast, though it seemed a while
ago
My heart, now, skips a beat

I READ it, slowly
Once, twice, thrice
For two moments I am blank
Stunned by surprise

MY finger slides up
My finger slides down
But all it does
Is deepen my frown

I THOUGHT I’ll transcend,
While lazing at the beach,
All those classmates
Who are now out of reach

THOSE months flash back
When they had ground and toiled
Helpless, I feel, when I see
Those days and nights I’ve spoiled

WHILE voices sound like bugles
And hugs seem just as bad
I bring out my phone
And call up mum and dad

“NO no mum, I cleared all
But what’s the use of that
If all the rats still run ahead
And I’m still the chasing cat?”

“NO beta, you did your best
The fault is not yours”
But the tone of her voice gives it away
And fills me with remorse
With bated breath as I wait

IN cold sweat fully clad,
For the golden words to come my way
As the phone is now with dad
And heroic tales bombard me

OF students I should mime
The golden words, he speaketh thus,
“Never mind beta…Next Time.”
Fifteen long years of my life

“NEXT Time” has been my friend
I remain where I always was
While the world keeps changing its
trend

THOSE months and months, those
nights and days,
Through every rat race,
When the judgment day has come,

“NEXT TIME” has shown its face
And as I end my tiny note
I don’t say it just to rhyme
That when the judgment day tricks
you,
Just tell yourself…”Next TTime.”

THE NEXT TIME
By SSukant GGoel

All good things come to end, so did the first
semester. But there are always memories to
cherish days to remeber! With the first
issue in second semester we bring to you,
THE CCOLLAGE, a walk down the memory
lane.
Editor, TheSpirit
The photos are described here clockwise
form top left:
1. The Independence Day Celebrations in
the Portico...the future of  India
2. The Fresher’s Week Special: Taxi Day
3. The Fresher’s Week Special: Traditional
Day
4. Rangotsav: The National Paper and
Poster Presntation organised by Surface
Coating Division.
5. The cover of  SMEWorld: ICT was the
cover story.
6. Ganapati Festival in the new hostel
7. Array of  Performances in Manthan: Mile
Sur Mera Tumhara
8. Pandit Raghunath Seth playing the flute
along with Balkrishna Iyer on tabla in the
SPICMACAY event
Background: A beautiful waterfall captured
on a our way to Lohgad
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Sukant Goel
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TexSummit 22007 will be
dawning with renewed vi-
sion, vigour and strong de-
termination to showcase
our all round capabilities in
Textiles and Apparel Indus-
try, and will prove to be the
path finder in  circumvent-
ing  the Global  competition
,so that we  will be able to
take right steps on this Cho-
sen High Way. This day long
TexSummit 2007 will have
eminent International
speakers addressing on di-
verse topics and is sup-
ported by Ministry of
Textiles, Govt. of  India and
Textile Commissioner`s of-
fice have offered whole-
hearted support to this
event. support to this event. 



This column is an attempt to break away from the
other profound articles in the SPIRIT by adding some
light humour. No offence is intended towards anyone.

Our unquotable hero strikes back “are yaar pehle
wali Dhoom-2 jyaada better thi”
And giving him competition……..

On seeing an employment ad asking for a fresh
chemical engineer “But what are the qualifications
required?”

“Abe rutt mat…bas yaad rakh”, our man giving
valuable exam advice.

“HaHa…she was wearing a laptop for CE lab
viva!”, a 3rd year B.Chem. student spots humour
in someone’s lab apparel.

“Coal is found at a height of 15 km.”, an
enthusiastic future miner.

“Nowadays people live only in multistorage build-
ings.”, braggadocio by a boy who knows his
skyscrapers.

“Maine neat beer pee hai”, a student boasting
about his alcoholic experts

“Transperencies ke dono side likhna hai kya??”,
and obviously this is not his first presentation..!!

“Unquotable Quotes”

Bnb{joh Gbdut pg
Pvs Vojwfstf

##The farthest you can see with theThe farthest you can see with the
naked eye is 2.4 million light yearsnaked eye is 2.4 million light years
away! (140,000,000,000,000,000,000away! (140,000,000,000,000,000,000
miles.) That's the distance to the giantmiles.) That's the distance to the giant
Andromeda Galaxy. You can see itAndromeda Galaxy. You can see it
easily as a dim, large gray "cloud" aleasily as a dim, large gray "cloud" al --
most directly overhead in a clear nightmost directly overhead in a clear night
sky.sky.

##Scientist believe that diamond rainsScientist believe that diamond rains
occur on Neptune and Uranus. Theoccur on Neptune and Uranus. The
heart of these planets may be a layer ofheart of these planets may be a layer of
diamonds hundreds of miles thick.diamonds hundreds of miles thick.

##Venus was hit so hard by a asteroid itVenus was hit so hard by a asteroid it
is almost upside down and is the onlyis almost upside down and is the only
planet to spin backwards on its axis.planet to spin backwards on its axis.

Compiled by PPuurrvviill KKhhaakkaarriiaaPPuurrvviill KKhhaakkaarriiaa
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1 1 SUDOKU, rings any bells? We all
play it but how many of  us know
how it is made? The Sudoku puz-
zles are as difficult to make as they
can be to solve. The most difficult
part is to create a puzzle which
gives us a unique solution. When
completed Sudoku puzzles are
nothing but Latin squares, with an
additional constraint on the con-
tents of  individual regions. Euler is
sometimes  said to be the father of
the puzzle, due to his work on Latin
squares.

Great caution is required in
building a puzzle, to decide where a
number can be logically deduced at
any point in construction regard-
less of  how tortuous that logic may
be. If  care is not taken, we may get
a puzzle which is dead or has no so-
lution.

Reasearch by a Cornell univer-
sity professor Veit Elser led to an
algorithm which was helpful in
simplifying biological imaging as
well as simplifying Sudoku. Two
step procedure is used to generate a
Sudoku. First, we fill the grid at
random under constraints of  the
puzzle. Numbers are then removed
at random from the grid. If  after re-
moval there is a unique solution to
the problem then the puzzle is gen-
erated else we replace the number
in its box and remove some other
number. There are hand con-
structed puzzles like Nikoli Sudoku
which have “imperceptible witti-
cisms” which are unlikely in com-
puter generated Sudoku. So, people
tease your brains now, not to solve
but to create Sudoku.

Compiled by VViitthhaall BBaajjaajjVViitthhaall BBaajjaajj

How do we make
a Sudoku?

Many new books were added to the library
in the last two months here are some of  the
titles which we found interesting:

Igenetics: A molecular approach Rus-
sel, Peter J : Benjamin Cummings

Nanochemistry: A chemical approach
to nanomaterials by Ozin, Geoff  A.:
Springer/ RSC, 2005

Creativity for engineers by Dhillon, B.
S. : World Scientific, 2006

Engineering Safety: fundamentals tech-
niques and applications by Dhillon, B.
S.: World Scientific, 2006

Life enhancing plastics: plastics and
other materials in medical applications 
Holmes Walker, Anthony: Imperial Col-
lege Press, 2004

Chemistry and technology of  women’s
intimate apparel by Yu, W.: Woodhead
Publishing, 2006

Chemistry and technology of  flavours
and fragrances by Rowe, David: Black-
well Publishing Ltd. , 2005
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