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By A k s h a t   R a t h i
WE ARE AT ICT today.
Tomorrow, we might
be away scaling
greater heights of  suc-
cess. Sooner or later,
all of  us will leave be-
hind our alma mater.
Shouldn’t all of  us have a vi-
sion about the future of  ICT? I
have one and I would like to
share it with you.

The first thing that I would
like to see when I come back
are technological developments
on campus. Somethings like a
laptop for every student, lec-
tures taking place while stu-
dents take their notes on the
laptop;  the assignments are
mailed to the teacher, he never
takes attendance as the atten-
dance will automatically be
mailed to him, super-tech labs,
undergraduates using NMR,
the list goes on...

Academically, the credit
system should kick in. This
will give the student the choice
to study what he loves to and
not what he HAS to. This will
not only enhance the learning
experience but also increase
the efficiency of  the student.

He will yearn for
knowledge and not
for numbers. Under-
graduate research
must be given a ro-
bust impetus. Stu-
dent exchange
programs with for-

eign universities must be initi-
ated where students from ICT
go to such universities for a
complete semester and stu-
dents from there come to ICT.
The faculty-student ratio
should increase. The faculty
members must reside on cam-
pus. The student-teacher rela-
tionship should be just like in
the days of  Dr N Sekar (refer to
page 3), a mentor-student rela-
tionship.

Coming to infrastructure, it
would be a really big develop-
ment if  the long-planned
Sports Complex is built. Our
teams have been performing
well these days and by the time
the complex comes up we may
be near-professional. Not only
sports, but the increasing tal-
ent in extra-curricular activi-
ties must be nurtured. I would
love to see our teams coming
out with flying colours every-

where.
The pleasure in witnessing

all the departments clubbing
their national level technical
events into a one week interna-
tional chemical festival will be
indescribable. Also, our fun-
tech becoming a cracking ex-
travaganza involving all
colleges throughout the coun-
try would be a dream come
true.

The greatest asset of  the in-
stitute is it’s alumni. ICT must
work hard and the alumni
must help its activities. With
the scale at which these activi-
ties will work we should have a
really efficient management
system.The mention of  au-
tomation is in the least not un-
called for too.

I might have been too imag-
inative but considering the
past achievements of  ICT, it
has the complete potential to
crystallize my amorphous
dreams. This is my picture of
ICT 2026...do you have such a
vision?

(Akshat, TYTech,is Journal Secretary
and Head, ICT Media Cell)

By M a d h u v a n t i  K a l e
HUMAN BEINGS are supposedly different from other an-
imals because they can think, and because they have
learnt over the millennia, to put their thought to good use.
Indeed, we have come a long way from being hunters and

gatherers who lived at the mercy of  nature. Today, we can control many
things and make things work the way we want. The age of  technology has
arrived, and it has arrived with a bang. But we can’t stop here. The show
must go on. As students of  science and technology, the onus is on us to keep
the show going. 

But what is technology? I’ve heard many definitions over the years. The
most popular one is, “Technology is a way of  doing things scientifically”. It
seems to me to be grossly inadequate and, at the same time, needlessly com-
plex. Life in ICT points out a very simple and very precise definition:
Innovation is technology. 

Technology is a consequence of  creativity.  It is not about designing one
complicated process to achieve an equally complex end. It is about finding
all possible ways to do something and to choose the simplest and the most
suitable one. Simplicity and originality are hallmarks of  technology. 

Any technologist needs to possess three things – Creativity, Knowledge
and Courage. Creativity to think outside the box, knowledge to know what’s
‘in the box’, and courage to pursue his/her ideas. We must realize that big
things result from doing small things differently, in complete agreement
with Shiv Khera - “Winners don’t do different things. They do things dif-
ferently.”

What I’m saying is true not only for big things like setting up a plant or
being a successful entrepreneur, it also is true for our everyday lives. We
need to apply technology in everything that we do. Come to think of  it, tech-
nology IS involved in everything we do. We cut a lemon in a particular di-

rection so that when squeezed, the juice comes out easily. That’s technology.
When we design a multiphase reactor taking into account all process re-
quirements and design parameters, that’s technology too. James Watt
looked at a kettle containing boiling water and went on to invent the steam
engine. Now that’s amazing technology! It is not as if  no one had seen the lid
of  the kettle being thrown off  before Watt did too. It’s just that he had the
creativity and the courage to apply his observation in another dimension.

Unfortunately, we are taught right from childhood to accept some (read
most) things as they are. Any creative idea is stifled right at the outset. But
then, how long are we going to keep feeling sorry for ourselves? We have
only ourselves to blame for not trying to break the shackles that tie us down.
Once we start thinking originally and believing in our ideas, it is strange
how easy it is to break free and succeed. When I say easy, I don’t mean there
will be no hurdles. But our determination will make sure that we will not be
bogged down by the obstacles like criticism from seniors and colleagues.

Criticism is a fact of  life. We have to take it in our stride. After all, who
in this world has never been criticized for doing something different? James
Watt was bitterly reprimanded by his own father for what he did. But he
stuck to his idea. The result? The steam engine. Add to that more innova-
tions over the years, and we get the fact that we can come to college every
day in a train or a bus. 

Think about it. One kettle of  boiling water. High speed transportation.
A Global Village. It’s amazing what creativity and innovation can do, isn’t
it?

So let us all start off  on this quest for innovation. Observe things we do
daily and brainstorm on all of  them. Let’s dare to be different, to do things
differently. Who knows; we could end up with something big. ICT could sure
use a James Watt or two coming out of  here, what say?

(The writer is in TYTech and a public relations committee member)

ICT 2026: Far and Beyond



R I S I N’  U PR I S I N’  U P

IT’S BEEN raining honours this season. Our beloved professors - the best in their fields -
have been showered with much-deserved recognition from prestigious institutions. So
just what makes these Men of  Steel different? And what difference they want to make to

this institution? Our team finds out....

Prof G D Yadav has been honoured with the Fellowship of the Indian National Science Academy. V. Nandita
(TYCE) interviewed him regarding his achievement and life in ICT in general. Excerpts from the interview.
VN: Has receiving an award changed your approach towards work?
GDY: Oh. no! Not at all! Awards are only accidents. I am just happy that my work has been
recognized by my peers.
VN: You once said “God is a Chemical Engineer”…
GDY: Oh yeah…(bursts into laughter)…That came as
a part of  my reply, in February 2001 as the President
of  I.I.Ch.E., to a baseless statement made by a gov-
ernment official in Bhubaneshwar  who had said,
“We should close down chemical industries.
Bhubaneshwar will be Cybereshwar.” I said, “Sir, let
me educate you. You would be living in the Stone Age
had it not been for chemical industries…You see,
even God is a chemical engineer.” And then it was in
the headlines the next day in local papers but a little
distorted, “God is a chemist” but the report in the
New Indian Express said one UDCT professor is
claiming that God is a Chemical Engineer.” And things followed  and  then it was on t-shirts.
So I am an originator of  the concept. 
VN: What are the challenges involved in being a Teacher, Consultant, Guide and Researcher
all at the same time? How do you cope up with them?
GDY: While I was doing my PhD I learnt a lot while conducting lab for students.
Incidentally Mukesh Ambani's being the first Chemical Engineering batch, I taught. I had
taught B.Sc. (Tech.) batches since 1976.  I started demonstration labs and developed many
experiments. Prof. Sharma encouraged me a lot. I cannot recount the number of  times I
have slept in the lab. I have learnt much more as a teacher than a student. As a teacher you
have to be one lesson ahead of  your students. My PhD thesis on PTC and desorption of
HOCl  was directly applied to the industry. That was a great driving force to pursue
research.
VN: Do you feel that you are in a race, to some extent? In other words, how do you consider
the role of  "pressure"? 
GDY: Oh no! There is a lot of  fun in doing research and also in teaching. You never feel old.
You feel as young as the students while teaching or interacting with them. It is the best form
of  expressing creativity. You are always on your toes. New ideas are never readily accepted.
But one should not give up. In creativity there is no pressure. But there is always pressure
of  meeting deadlines, correcting and submitting thesis on time. Only a busy person finds

time for everything. Nobody should say I
have taught less. I have to be true to my con-
science and responsibilities as a teacher.
That is why, I have to take lectures even on
Sundays. Luckily, the students are also coop-

erative (smiles…and so do we). There are professional hazards. My wife does tell me 'It’s a
Sunday, and you are working.' But if  its your duty you have to do it. You cannot do anything
great by sitting for a 9 to 5 job. You have to do something extra. I have my own mind. I think
differently. I don't care how many people oppose me and I do it.
VN: We have heard about the various social activities you have undertaken. Could you elab-
orate?
GDY: I undertook the responsibility of  cleaning the area around UICT. I feel that is the most
important contribution I have made to ICT. I took it up because one of  the students in the
hostel died of  a disease contracted due to the insalubrious conditions. Many immoral activ-
ities took place in those shanties. I encountered many difficulties in my efforts from human
rights activists to the police, negative publicity and political pressure. In fact I was able to
publish only two papers that year. I was harassed in many ways at many times. I went
through literal madness. People threatened to kidnap my kids. You have to pay the price for
speaking the truth. There will always be thorns. No path is rosy. Assume there is no failure.
I was just obsessed with the things I wanted. For the beautification of  the garden, I also
picked up plants from all over India, from Kashmir to Kanyakumari, even Australia. 
VN: Considering the kind of  achievements that ICT has, there is very little spoken about it
in the media. What mechanism do you propose to correct that?
GDY: We do not advertise. The authorities were against it earlier, but things have changed
now. A proper system needs to be in place for this and you students can do the job well. I will
always support you. We need to first redesign the website since electronic media is very
powerful. The achievements of  each department should be highlighted and also those of  the
alumni. 
VN: What message would you like to give the students through the SPIRIT?
GDY: Everyone has a different success formula. Of  Course, there are some common char-
acteristics. But, you have to make your own formula. Be honest. Follow the path of  truth.
Be committed. There is no job without problems. There is no shortcut to success. Students
generally relax after they have secured jobs or admissions abroad. This is not good. We have
a rich tradition. UICT is built by the sweat and blood of  some teachers and students, includ-
ing very dedicated non-teaching staff. You have to keep up its rich tradition and great her-
itage. You have to give it as much as it has given you. 

Dr. N. Sekar has received the fel-
lowship of the Society of Dyes
and Colourists. Sumedh Pathak
(SYTech) and Neeraja
Dashaputre (TYTech) interviewed
him.Excerpts...
SP: Sir tell us about your
experience in this
Institute and about the
fellowship you have been
honoured with.
NS: ICT is a very differ-
ent institute. Research is given a lot of
importance here. There are institutes like
the NCL or the CSIR which focus only on
research and there are institutes like VJTI
which focus only on teaching the course con-
tent. In ICT, however, there is a combination
of  both and that’s what makes ICT special. I
have thoroughly enjoyed my stay here, both
as a student as well as a teacher. As far as
the fellowship goes I am really honoured to
receive the award. I will have the opportuni-
ty of  interacting with Fellows from all over
the world. It’s a great experience in general.
ND: You have been in this institute for a
long time now. How do you think the stu-
dent-teacher relationship has changed over
the years?
NS: Earlier one teacher would be assigned a
group of  around ten students from various
branches and they would have a very infor-
mal relationship with each other. We used to
go to our teachers place for a dinner or two,
We would like to revive this concept of
‘Mentor’ again. Today students are more
informal and exposed to technology. They
have a great grasping level too. The only
quality they lack is the dedication and hard
work.
SP: What changes would you like to see tak-
ing place in ICT in the near future?
NS: We are trying to implement the credit
system here in UICT where a student can
major in one particular course and study
other courses as minor courses. This system
will remove all the barriers that exist today.
Today a dyes student, after graduation may
go for pharma or textiles informally but
with the implementation of  the credit sys-
tem, this transfer from dyes to any other
branch will become formal.
SP: Sir, you are a classical singer. How did
you gain interest in music? Do you think
extra curricular activities influence a stu-
dent’s life?
NS: I come from a family of  musicians. I
wanted to be a musician from a very young
age. My stay in Matunga in way was respon-
sible for further encouraging me to learn
music because of  the many Carnatic music
classes here. I believe that extra curricular
activities in the field of  fine arts, helps a stu-
dent to learn science better. After all science
is trying to unfold nature and arts is nothing
but appreciation of  nature. You get to see
the world with a different perspective. That’s
why I say students should take up fine arts. 
ND: What message would you like to give to
the students?
NS: These four years of  graduation are the
most crucial years of  your life. During the
span of  these four years concentrate on your
books. Make maximum use of  facilities like
the library and the labs. Work hard but at
the same time do give equal importance to
extracurricular activities.

“Give equal
importance to
extracurricu-
lar activities”
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“Failure is temporary.
Success is autocatalytic.”



Dr Parag Gogate, the super student of Prof
Pandit has been been awarded the Young
Scientist Award. Sandeep Lanjewar
(TYCE) spoke to him regarding his achieve-
ment and life in ICT. Some dialogues.

SL: What difference do you find in the mindset
of  students today and ten years back?
PG: There is definitely a lack of  patience and
commitment. Most are looking to make a fast
buck or want to take the easiest route avail-
able. Surprisingly, I find that students today
are not that interactive, they do not feel the
need for in-depth understanding. The quality
overall has decreased. I wouldn’t say this
applies to every student.
SL: ICT is a top class institution. Yet we find
that only a few people have heard of  its name.
What do you think is the reason for that?
PG: ICT is a specialized institution
dealing only with the chemical engi-
neering/technology. There are people
the ones who are involved in the chem-
ical industry or related areas who
know about ICT. Very few people know
about chemical engineering.Local col-
leges have all branches depending on
the current driving scenario. I come
from Aurangabad, when I joined ICT

ten years back, people questioned my decision,
and they felt that I could have taken in a local
private college. But those who knew about ICT
congratulated me.
SL: How do you think ICT can overcome this
and acquire the deserved name all over India?
PG: I think the students play the most impor-
tant role. They should go back to their home-
town and tell the people about the reputation
and caliber of  this institute. They should
speak with students specially those studying
in 12th standard. Also we are making efforts-
there is work going on to upgrade the website
but we need to put in more efforts.
SL: Top class institutions like IIT’s and IIM’s
are known for the network connectivity in the
institutions. How would you rate the current
facilities available in our college as compared
to them?
PG: Not very good. There is a lot of  scope for
improvement. But you should consider that
those institutions have a well defined IT and
computer science department that is responsi-
ble for this job. When I came to ICT ten years
back, our IPC lab had only 15 computers.
Outsourcing can be an option but then it
depends on the decision of  the authorities.
SL: Which people have influenced you? Why
did you choose ICT? Didn’t the industry ever
lure you?
PG: Well my inspiration came from my guide-
Prof. Pandit and of  course Prof. Yadav and
Prof. Joshi. I have got offers from industries
but I chose to stay here. You see, my father was
a teacher and my brother is also a UDCT alum-
ni. So, it was 50 % the teaching interest and 50
% the interest in research that I chose to stay
here. I have no regrets about my decision.

Men of Honour R I S I N’  U P
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“Students today are not

that interactive..”

IN CONVERSATION

THE WONDER  GUIDE 
N’ THE SUPER STUDENT!
Prof AB Pandit has been honoured with the
Fellowship of the Indian National Academy of
Engineers. Priyanka Dhar (SYTech) spoke to him
regarding the honour and life in ICT as a teacher.
Some dialogues.
PD: Looking back at your career, to what
would you like to attribute your success and
honour?
ABP: Without a doubt, to my teachers who
taught me what I know and my students who
appreciated my efforts.
PD: You have studied in BHU and also worked

at Cambridge. How do you
compare them with our
institute?
ABP: Comparing ICT with
BHU, I find that the faculty
here is more motivated.
Maybe you could attribute
this to the place where the
institution is located.
Bombay is a fast place
while there the lifestyle is

more relaxed. When you compare with
Cambridge, the only difference I find is in the
academic infrastructure which is more devel-
oped there. There is greater academic free-
dom and much lesser administrative loads on
the academic personnel. But from the point
of  view of  research infrastructure and atti-
tude I find barely any difference.
PD: As a place of  learning for UG’s and PG’s,
ICT is well established in terms of  reputation
and caliber. What is your opinion about ICT
as a research institute?
ABP: I think ICT is a top class institute com-
parable to the best in the world.
Our previous director Prof.
Sharma was also in Cambridge
for some time and he has modeled
a lot of  the policies along the
same lines. Like I said, in the
research aspect both the institutes are com-
parable. There is a very progressive and
open-minded attitude amongst the
researchers here.
PD: After graduation and post-graduation,
few students choose to come back to the insti-
tute and quite a few choose to go abroad. Do
you believe this is an unhealthy trend?
ABP: There are reasons why students
choose to go abroad; the foremost being
that the grass is always greener on the
other side. Only once they go abroad do
they realize that there is very little that
would not have been available had they
chosen to stay here. Also the relatively easier
lifestyle also catches up once you go there.
But I wouldn’t dissuade students from going
abroad. I think some outside exposure is nec-
essary; otherwise your vision tends to get
narrower. 
PD: What, according to you, is the important
characteristic required to achieve success?
ABP: I think that patience and hard work is
the only key. There is no other alternative. It
took us 15 years to establish this group that
deals with cavitation and solar chemistry.We
are started from scratch and today we are
amongst the best in this field. One should be

dedicated to specific tasks. Looking back
later on, it is more fulfilling if  one has taken
pains and developed thoroughly one topic
rather than having done a little in many
areas.
PD: There is a growing trend in the Institute
that focuses in the industrial perspective
throughout the teaching-learning process.Do
you feel this will affect the research perspec-
tives?
ABP: I believe that any research should be
done keeping some application in mind. In
order to develop a technique, expertise in the
basics is essential. The resources available
for research are meagre. You cannot afford to
spend a substantial part of  it in research
activities that will not yield any return for
the nation. It is not difficult to strike a bal-
ance between application research and social
commitment. Any research you do should
ultimately result in earning for the nation.
That is our duty, our responsibility.
PD: What do you enjoy doing the most-
Research, Teaching, or Consultancy?
ABP: If  I have to list them in order of  priori-
ty it would be- teaching, my research and
finally my consultancy. For me teaching is a
passion, every class I take is like a stage per-
formance I would like to excel in and I get my
“encore” when students ask me questions
and participate in discussions actively.
Research is something that stimulates me
and is a driving force in my life. Consultancy
gives me mental satisfaction; it allows cre-
ative expression by means of  implementa-
tion of  whatever I know for betterment of
those involved.
PD: Do you feel that the interaction between
the faculty and students in ICT is at the
required level?
ABP: No, I wish there could be more interac-
tion. I would love to sit with students and

chat with them for hours. It helps me stay
young at heart as I am always interacting
with students in the same age group. Time is
always a constraint and there are other
responsibilities that have to be fulfilled. Also
the number differential is another reason.
There are only 13 faculty members in this
department that has place for about 24. Due

to this, work pressures increase and the
desired increased interaction cannot be
initiated.
PD: What message would you like to give
to the students through the SPIRIT?
ABP: The first thing would be- always be
“on the move”. There is no time to be idle,

there is so much that needs to be done and
you should take advantage of  being in such
an institution that provides ample facilities
to groom yourself  in the best possible way. Be
curious, be inquisitive-chemical engineering
has a flavour of  every other branch with lot
of  scope for inter-disciplinary approach, the
knowledge of  other fields will only help you
as a chemical engineering. Understand their
application and relevance in the chemical
field. And lastly understand your social
responsibility and work with dedication and
passion.

“I would love to sit with stu-

dents and chat for hours”
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THE DIFFICULT MILE

By Hersh Kenkare

Many a time I'd sit alone, in vacant or

in pensive mood, 

For 'twas time for me to step out , time

to come good,

And often I wondered what’s this word

called success ??

“Nothing son, but material comfort in

unbound excess”!

So I tread along a lonesome path that

lead me to my goal..

I decided no matter how hard it’d be, I

wouldn’t sell my soul ,

But all the roads that led me there were

winding ,

And all the lights that lit the way were

blinding..

And stumbled I upon a shortcut that

promised me success,

To cause a step on the red carpet and

ethics to digress ...

Contented, I glided down that lane,

‘And people call this wrong?’

Before I knew, the rosy red carpet was

all but grey and thorn,

Scarred, bleeding and defeated at that

very crossroad I lie today ,

Watching most take the route I took ,

for others, resolves didn’t sway ...

You who take that irresistible shortcut ,

I try to explain with a smile ,

Choose not the few yards of the red

carpet, walk that OH SO DIFFICULT

MILE !!

ICT has wit-
nessed a flurry
of  awards and
honours this
month. Prof. A.
M. Lali has

received the IIChE NOCIL
Award. Prof. G. D. Yadav was
awarded the IIChE K Anji
Reddy Innovator of  the Year
Award. Dr. Ashwin Patwardhan
received the IIChE Amar Dye
Chem Award. Dr Ekambara K.
was endowed with the IIChE Dr.
A. V. Ramarao Foundation’s
Best PhD Award. Mr. Sachin
Jangam won the IIChE
Ambuja’s Young Researcher
Award. Sujit Jogwar and Rahul
Ranganathan won the Best
Home Paper Award by Ambuja
Cement and P. C. Ray. 

In keeping with the awards
galore, we have many profes-
sors who have been 
awarded Fellowships of  the
Maharashtra Academy of
Science. The professors hon-
oured with this fellowship are:
Prof. M. A. Shenoy, Prof. V. R.
Kanetkar, Prof. Padma
Devarajan, Prof. Smita S. Lele,
Prof. A. V. Deshpande and Prof.
P. R. Vavia.

The World Food Day celebration
was conducted by the
Association of  Food Scientists
and Technologists (India),
Mumbai Chapter, on 16th
October. The event was marked
by the Prof. K. U. Naram

Endowment lecture and Awards
ceremony. AFST members from
BARC, SNDT, Nirmala Niketan
and ICT, along with students
attended the function. 

The textile department had an
industrial visit on October 7 at
Century Rayon, Shahad,
Kalyan. Students from third
and second year had a learning
experience. The Dyes
Department also had an indus-
trial visit at Ankelshwar in
Ciba Diamond Dye Chem.
Industry, Heubach, Suyog and
Subhashree Chemicals Ltd and
also Common Effluent
Treatment Plant there. It was
an experience of  a life time.

The students from the third
yearA presentation on the edu-
cation system in the USA, with
specific focus on pharmaceuti-
cal and analytical chemistry
was conducted by Dr. Pankaj
Shah and Dr. Shailesh Varia, on
9th November. The speakers
also met with select students
who were interested in career
discussion in the pharmaceuti-
cal industry and on education
in the USA.

There was a seminar by
Reliance Industries Limited
regarding its activities and
potential recruitment for jobs
and in-plant training. The semi-
nar was attended by TYCE and
Final Year CE students.

Six students of  final year CE
were placed in Reliance
Industries Limited. Shell
picked up two people, while
IOCL and Petrofac absorbed
three each. Two more people
were placed in Fleur. Four stu-
dents from Final Year Tech
were placed with e-Value Serve,
a knowlegdge power outsourc-
ing company. 

A seminar on writing skills was
conducted by Mr. Anil Nair,
Associate Editor, Indian
Express on 4th November in the
renovated audi. It was attended
by students from all classes.

Our team made good progress
this year in the Mumbai
University cricket tournament.
The first match was played
against BPM Association
College, Mulund. We made
309/4 in 42 overs (Apurva Jain
99*, Vaibhav Vartak 60,), and
bowled them out for a meager 93
(5 wickets taken by Nirmal
Gandhi. The winning run con-
tinued in the second match,
which was played against DAV
College. ICT made 256 runs in
44.2 overs (Abhinaba Gupto 42).
We managed to bowl them out
for 160 (Ishan Rao 5 wickets).
However, the third match broke
our victory run; we lost against
Khalsa College. We were
knocked out for a mere 102, and
lost by 7 wickets. 

Awards all the way...

WRITING SKILLS SEMINAR

FELLOWSHIPS OF MAHARASHTRA

ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

WORLD FOOD DAY

INDUSTRIAL VISIT

POTENTIAL RECRUITMENTS FOR

PHARMACEUTICAL RESEARCH

RELIANCE INDUSTRIES LIMITED

PLACEMENTS IN FINAL YEAR

Designed By:
Aarti Patil, Neeraja Dashaputre

CRICKET NEWS

Opinion Poll
# Should a formal dress code be
compulsory for all ICT Students?
A. Yes B. No     C. Don’t care
Please SMS your reply to 3456 e.g.
ICT<space>POL<space>A

Charge Rs. 2 
OR

Kindly fill in this poll, cut it out
and drop the responses in the
suggestion box in the BP Godrej
centre (Canteen)

Previous POLL results
Answered by 264 people
Do you want to settle abroad after
studies at ICT?

From this issue onwards we will have our own cartoon for the SPIRIT...starring YUDI.
Hopefully you will be able to relate to him (For the girls...sorry but Majority wins) 

For Private Circulation Only

PRODIGY ‘07
ICT’s National Technical Festival will be

held from 19th to 21st January, 2007.  All

those interested in volunteering for 

publicity, sponsorship and co-ordination

jobs please contact:

Parag Kotak: 9819967645

Aarti Nihalani: 9870439239

Akhil Rao: 9870439239
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Dear editor,
It is bewildering that
our prestigious insti-
tute, though popular
amongst internationally
acclaimed institutes, is
largely unknown local-
ly. Our colleges’ events
be it technical or non
technical get hardly any
media coverage It is
saddening that during  a
recent cricket match
our college team was a
stranger to the  oppo-
nents. Any guesses as to
who were the oppo-
nents? None other than
Khalsa college! Despite
the fact that we students
take pride in being a
part of ICT family the
stark truth is that our
neighbours also do not
recognize us. 
Sneha Karthikeyan
(FYTech) 

Dear Sneha,
It is true that the gener-
al recognition is very
less but we are taking
efforts to see to it that
we make our name
amongst the general
crowd. The ICT media
cell has an active long
term plan and it needs
support of  people like
you please come for-
ward and help us.
Akshat Rathi

Dear editor,
Our institute is very
famous for the infrastruc-
ture provided, however   I
would like to bring to the
notice of everyone that the
acoustics of our huge class-
rooms need to be reconsid-
ered. It will be of immense
benefit to the students as
well as professors if their
lectures are complemented
with collar mics.  This will
help the students under-
stand and perceive. 
Viji V Narayani (FYTech)

Dear Viji,
I promise that I would raise
this issue in the next TA
meeting. I will try my best
to see that it’s done.
Akshat Rathi

-

Rubinder Kaur
For quite a long

time TYTech Paints
and Plastics were urg-
ing for an industrial
visit because we never
had one since the past
three years and finally
on the 4th of  November
we got a chance to visit
Vapi, the hub of  chemi-
cal industries in India.
More than the excite-
ment of  visiting a new
place on a Saturday
with friends it was the
curiosity of  under-
standing an industrial
process and relating it
with what we were
learning in college. We
reached Vapi at 11:30
am and according to
the schedule we were
suppose to visit three
places:
1. Anupam pigments
2. Common Effluent
Treatment Plant
(CETP)
3. Solid waste manage-
ment plant

The common ques-
tion leaping across our
minds was, “Why are
we studying subjects
like economics, work-
shop, material balance
and engineering opera-
tions when they are not
related to our technolo-
gy?” But this question
gave way to a lucid
answer on this visit;
how the various sub-
jects that we are study-
ing at ICT are inter-
related in the process of
production research
and management.

Our first stop -
Anupam pigments. The
first thing that comes to
my mind was the
inspiring introduction
given to us that gave us
a complete idea of  why
we were there. We, as
technologists, are here
today to produce the
best for mankind but at
the same time, not for-
get our responsibilities
towards society. Here
we got know-how of  the
production of  pig-
ments, not only the rel-
evant technical knowl-
edge about polymers
but also an idea of
chemistry, CEO, eco-

nomics, workshop and
industrial management
behind it. We could
relate everything that
we had learnt in college
to what we witnessed.

Next we went to the
CETP, India’s biggest
and best effluent treat-
ment plant. On seeing
the amount of  waste
produced every day
(nearly 48000L), we
realized the impor-

tance of  finding novel
and greener techniques
for production. The
entire stages of  treat-
ment were explained in
an extremely easy-to-
understand manner
though it could have
been complicated. We
were absolutely satis-

fied with their methods
and got to learn the
three stages of  treat-
ment of  effluent before
finally releasing them
into the water streams, 

Suddenly the pieces
of  the jigsaw started
falling together in the
right places: each step
was followed flawlessly
and smoothly by the
next. Our last and final
stop was the Solid

Waste Treatment plant.
Here, the leeching
action of  solid wastes
from all industries,
after being treated at
CETP, is studied.
Finally, on complete
degradation, when
their toxicity levels
reduce, they are dis-

posed off.
Summarizing the

visit, we are now, clear
of  what we are suppose
to do as technologists,
our responsibilities,
and the basics of  pro-
duction and manage-

ment.
The visit was a wel-

come blend of  work and
fun. We are extremely
thankful to our faculty
for arranging this visit
and would love to go on
several such visits.
(Rubinder is in TYTech and
Cultural Secretary)

GETTING INDUSTRIOUS ON A SATURDAY

RANGOTSAV
06 - The National
Level Paper and Poster
Presentation
Competition and
Symposium held at
ICT, Mumbai on 7th
October 2006 was a
landmark event for the
students of paints &
polymer technology.
The one-day seminar
was aimed at creating
a platform for better
interaction of students
and Institute with the
paints and allied indus-
tries.
The event was organ-
ized by the students of
ICT in association with
IIChE. The eminent
faculties from the
Paints and Polymer
Department of ICT
such as Prof VC
Malshe, Prof
MA.Shenoy, Dr RN
Jagtap, Dr PA
Mahanwar, Dr VV
Shertukde, Dr ST
Mhaske and Dr AR Rao
supported and guided
the students. This
event was supported
and recognized by IPA,
IRMA, PACT, and The
Colour Society, etc. Mr
HM Bharuka MD,
Kansai Nerolac Paints
was the Chief Guest.
The other guests
included Mr Jalaj Dani,
president,
International Business,

Asian Paints, Mr
Jagdish Vora MD, Hem
Paints and immediate
past President, IPA,
Dr. C D Joshi from ICI
India Ltd., Mr PD
Samudra, chairman,
IIChE-MRC and MD,
Uhde India Ltd and Mr
Dhruv Ramkumar CEO,
BASF India Ltd.
Rangotsav-06. The
event was well attend-
ed by more than 350
delegates from differ-
ent regions of India.
Funds to the tune of
around 3 Lac Rs were
collected by ways of
Sponsorship and
Advertisement, making
it one of the most
widely acclaimed
events of the paint and
the allied industries.
Out of the 34 entrees
for Paper Presentation,
12 participants got the
chance to present their
Paper at Rangotsav.
Poster Presentation
which added a new
dimension to the
event, witnessed 5
entrees. Prizes worth

Thousands of Rupees
were awarded to the
winners of Paper &
Poster Presentation
Competition along with
other gifts like
Mementos, Paper
Weights and
Rangotsav T-Shirts for
Organisers &
Volunteers. The hon-
ours for the Prize
Distribution were done
by Dr. Mosongo
Moukwa (Vice
President- Technology,
Asian Paints) while the
Organisers were felici-
tated by Dr. Syed
Haseebuddin
(Technical Manager –
R & D, Asian Paints).
The Vote of Thanks
was given by Prof. V.C.
Malshe (Head, Dept. of
Surface Coating
Technology, ICT,
Mumbai). 
The effort of Jigar
Mistry, Ashu Seth,
Abhishek Bang,
Prathamesh Kharkar
and team really tasted
success.                          
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This newsletter is brought
out by the Technological

Association, ICT, Mumbai.
We welcome letters from

our readers. Letters can be
sent to

thespiritofict@gmail.com
Letters will be edited for

clarity and space.

For Private Circulation Only
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Victims of Desire

By Aviral Jain

Once there lived a man who needed no associations,
bondages and wished to lead an austere life. People called
him ‘sadhu’ and he was respected by all, including the king

of  the kingdom. The only thing that he kept with him was a white
dhoti. Soon he realized that the dhoti got dirty very easily and had
to be washed regularly. Hence he desired another dhoti which he
could wear while the white dhoti dried in the sun.

One afternoon, he found a rat gnawing at his dhoti. This got
him worried and he thought of  having a pet cat to take care of  the
rat. He soon had a cat but his anxiety didn’t attenuate. The cat
needed milk and used to drink what sadhu baba drank himself.
Fed up with this, the sadhu went to the king and requested for a
cow. The king presented a cow to sadhu and now sadhu baba had
plenty of  milk and allied dairy products for him-
self and his cat. The world seemed to be as com-
fortable as never before. 

But the cow needed fodder to give milk. Sadhu once again went
to the king and got a piece of  land. He started farming to maintain
the land. Now he had plenty of  food for himself  and fodder for his
cow. Life seemed to be at best now. But the problems didn’t seem to
die as easily. Soon, the sadhu realized that he would need a part-
ner to share his joys and sorrows and to take care of  the cow and

cat when he would be in the farm. He married a
beautiful girl and started leading a joyful conjugal
life. The couple had a baby and 3 more in later
years. The sons led their lives governed by the need
to fulfill their desires. They had their children who
gave birth to their children and generations fol-
lowed and then finally you, me and all of  us, all fol-
lowing the protocol set by the sadhu.

Oh! Yes, we all have the same ancestry and we
all do the same thing our entire life, i.e. amassing possessions to
counter various desires. Ask any human about his wants and

desires and he would holler: I want to earn
a lot of  money, want to be successful,
famous, have a nice house, all the luxuries,
nice family and friends and the list contin-
ues. 

What’s the explanation for desiring so?
Yeah, one single motive- happiness and
satisfaction. That’s what even the sadhu
yearned for. This is the funda no. 1 –
‘everyone wants to be happy’. Different
people follow different paths, do different
things, attain whatever they can just to be happy. This is how we
lead our lives searching and yearning for happiness. We enter a
wild goose chase.

What’s the problem then? In spite of  all the goods we acquire,
we can’t find a source of  eternal happiness. Our gold mines give
us but a transient happiness. There is a struggle to get our desired
things, pressure to maintain them and despair when they go away
or are destroyed. They, thus, provide happiness coated with anxi-

ety and misery just as the edge of  a sword coat-
ed with honey.

When I have none, I need little, when I have
little , I need some more, when I have some more , I need more ,
then I need even more and so I traverse into the delusional vicious
circle of  wealth, whose massive girth engulfs all of  us-the rich
and the poor- equally .If  money could give me satisfaction, then all
rich people would be eternally happy. But this is what I don’t find
or observe around me. I find the rich equally engrossed in the sea
of  desolation as the poor and sometimes even more distressed to
augment their wealth. A similar kind of  vicious circle is associat-
ed with all other sources.

As for money, the same applies to other things we desire…love,
respect, fame, family, whatever it may be. So then what do we do?
Still dream of  a happiness in owning a Mercedes some day, long
for love, family, fame? Or should we seek that which gives us eter-
nal happiness and of  which we have tried very little to know. But
then again , are we still not seeking something?
(Aatma - Get Spiritual will be a regular column on the opinions of various peo-
ple on Spirituality. Aviral is in TYCE and enjoys reading books on spirituality.)

Desires + Achievements = Happiness?

The picture of  the boy was captured in Kufri, near
Shimla. We had gone for a trek and I found the boy
in pink (I mean his skin!!) quietly studying in the
majestic crimson rays of  dawn in a cor-
ner of  our base camp. The golden
haired lad had the sun on his back and
his future in his lap. The photo is taken
on a Sony DSC P-10 Cybershot camera. 

By Manu Bhartiya

HORRORSCOPE
Predictions may not be true..

but they are still made!!
Hey people, we’re back…for the first

time. Jokes apart, it is common knowl-

edge that the suffering of the Indian

cricket team as of Saddam was acciden-

tally presaged by us. And then we knew,

this is what we always wanted to

be…futurewallas!

Sagittarians: So now for you eager

ICTians, time to beware the man…Mr.

K.T.

Capricornians: Enjoy and party for any

amount of hard work shall be in vain so

why take the pain.

Aquarians: Travel is on the cards but

you may not choose to.

Pisceians: Be low on party and booze,

BIg Boss says Rakhi Sawant’s on

lose....unless you’d rather...hehe.

Arians: Love life will take a back seat for

those who you thought you loved the

most will be the last ones to lend you

some of their notes.

Taureans: Family life will be highly dis-

turbed, what with the results you show

them.

Geminis: Ganesha says….‘Chits’ are a

strict no-no to all interested Geminis dur-

ing the examination(as I said, Rahu and

Keti lurk round the corner), unless of

course, you are the inimitable, the one

and only D-D-D-Don…kyunki Don ko
pakadna mushkil hi nahin…namumkin
hai.

This column is an attempt to break away
from the other profound articles in the
SPIRIT by adding some light humour. No
offence is intended towards anyone.

“Why do you want two scissors”, an intelli-
gent B.Pharm student on being asked for a
pair of scissors.
“So how much do you pay as fine for a
Capital Punishment”, our unquotable hero
sure doesn’t oppose a death sentence.

“Unquotable Quotes”

7

Cancerians: Mallika Sherwat’s kundali

says she will marry a not so handsome,

high scoring chemical techie...padho.
Leos: Look for that special someone in

your life...it will be a Virgo

Virgos: Beware those hungry leos look-

ing for that special someone in their

lives.

Librans and Scorpions can relax.

Due to dense fog, their stars could not

be seen clearly...catchya later Anjan

Futurewalla, Benam Futurewalla.

BOMBAY TECHNOLOGIST
BT this year has 2 issues Volume 55 & 56.
Articles for Vol 55 are being evaluated and
Articles for Vol 56 are invited. Last date for

entries for Vol 56 is 29th December, 2006.

A A T M A  -  G E T  S P I R I T u a l
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A Path Never
Trod Upon

The Amphetamine of  subtle con-
sciousness, the flavor of
grandiose thought, the market of
satisfaction, an ambition, a

dream. This is what would have been run-
ning through George.K Antoney’s(Ex-
ICTian) column of  thought until last year
when his movie ‘Dream Rocks’ took a
physical form. A movie narrating reminis-
cences of  incidences of  his life. A movie
that talks about relationships (no, its not
inspired by Karan Johar !!). A movie that
underlines the sentiment signifying the sup-
port every individual needs in this world. A
movie that talks about a dream, a dream
every person relishes to be a part of. A
movie that every hosteller in ICT would be
able to relate with.

This 50 minute movie revolves around
the lives of  2 different people Rocky(Rahul
Rathi) and Vignesh alias Vicky(Jaideep

Gundeti, JD) who are students of  a college
sharing a room in the hostel. Even though
things start as chalk and cheese between
them, a slow but strong bond starts devel-
oping between the two(Not a rip-off  of
Brokeback!!). Situations arise and slowly
Rocky realizes how strong Vicky is at heart.
The main part of  the story comes about
when Rocky decides to take Vicky to a
place called ‘Dream Rocks’ on his birthday,
A place where they etch their dream, their
secrets, their whole life. But after this there
is a major turn of  events when Rocky get
lured into believing that Vicky has been
revealing secrets of  his to everyone and
Rocky being a hot headed person immedi-
ately reacts to the situation without finding
what had really happened. The gist of  their
relationship comes into light when Vicky
decides to meet Rocky after two long years
of  silence at ‘Dream Rocks’. A scene so

beautifully shot, that it makes you think that
this work is nothing close to amateurish.
The blending of  the scenes with sound-
tracks which included Wish You Were Here
and Coming back to Life(Pink
Floyd),Homeland Theme(Bryan
Adams),Wake Me Up When September
Ends(Green day) was more than just the
icing on the cake.

A few things you will realize when you
are finished watching the movie is the
finesse with which George has handled, not
only the subject but mostly importantly the
editing section of  the movie. Coming to the
characters, you will literally feel speechless
when you see the dialogue delivery of  both
Rahul Rathi and JD and I am sure it will
raise a lot more eyebrows too. Prathamesh
as Nikilesh pitched in with a role as a friend
of  both the lead characters and
Vignesh(Kiran) as the infamous fire starter.

The work behind the lens by Punit Sarda
and George was more than appreciative and
the fact that they had only one Digi-Cam
for all this, Mind-Blowing!! The only thing
lacking in the whole movie was the quality
of  sound in some scenes which clearly
overshadowed the intensity of  the scene
itself. On the whole, hats off  to the whole
team of  ‘Dream Rocks’-a valiant attempt in
the field of  movie making considering the
limitations that they had to face, a treat for
anyone who watches it with an open mind,
a benchmark for any ICTian. 

(To watch the promo of  this movie,
look up into www.googlevideo.com under
the same name ‘Dream Rocks’)

(Deepak, TYTech, is rhythm guitarist for
the band and a movie buff.)

JAIPAN TELESHOPPE PVT LTD.
FOR ALL TYPES OF TELESHOPPING &
HOME APLLIANCES PRODUCTS VISIT US
AT 
17,CAMA INDUSTRIAL EST,
WALBHAT ROAD,GOREGAON (E), MUMBAI-
400063
TOLL FREE NO.: 1800 22 5225
WWW.JAIPANTELESHOPPE.COM

Out Look
Reflection of a Woman

Bangles, Bindis, Cosmetics, Hand
Bags, Eye Gear, Wrist Watches,Soft
Toys, Perfumes
Shop No.1, 263, Kaushik Nagar, LN
Rd., Mumbai - 400 019

G. KUNAL & CO.
Labarotary Chemicals, Instruments,
Glassware, Culture Media, Diagnostic
Kits, Vaccutainer, HPLC Columns,
Micro Pipette.
83, Princess St., Mumbai - 400 002
Res.: 2363 4576 Tele Fax: 2206 9652
Email: jatinm@bom3.vsnl.net.in

Chemical Engineers are the most versatile

men and ICTians are contributing to yet

another genre of people: Film Makers!!

Deepak Karthikeyan finds out about

DREAM ROCKS a movie made by ICTians

By Nihar Phalak

“I CAN’T DO anything, I am just follow-
ing the government’s order”, he said, as he
silently continued his preparation for the
execution. Those were the words of  the
hangman, entrusted with the responsibility
of  executing one of  the most debatable
death sentences the country has witnessed
so far. Shortly the jailor arrived and glanced
around to make sure whether everything
was in perfect order. Satisfied, he waited for
the moment to arrive. When it did, he took
a deep breath and dropped the white hand-
kerchief – a signal to the hangman to pro-
ceed. The lever was pulled. The date was
August 14th, 2004 and the person
Dhananjoy Chatterjee.

It’s been more than two years now,
since Chatterjee was hanged, and this peri-

od has witnessed a sort of  a lull as far as
capital punishments in India are concerned.
But significant developments have occurred
in the recent past with the conclusion of
the 13-year long Mumbai blasts trials. As I
write this piece, more than 50 have been
convicted, 19 acquitted and 49 more still
awaiting justice. But there’s one death sen-
tence which has again sparked a nationwide
debate, that of  Mohammad Afzal, found
guilty in the December 2001 Parliament
attack.

Why has the Indian judiciary suddenly
become so cruel and if  its judgments are
justified, is it the right way of  dealing with
criminals?? The human rights activists may
clamor about other humane ways of  pun-
ishing offenders, but most legal experts
point out the gravity of  recent crimes. The
present CJI himself  is against such sen-

tences, but at the same time admits that
such sentences may prove a deterrent to
crimes in the long run.

It’s impossible in our country, that any
judgment is not influenced by the media.
Weeks before Chatterjee was executed,
newspapers and television channels held
opinion polls, talk shows, SMS campaigns
etc. to track the mood of  the nation and
most surveys indicated that the public isn’t
in favor of  clemency in case of  heinous
crimes like terrorism and riots. Though
some may not approve of  such punish-
ments, they still feel that it’s important to
have a few convicted in such a fashion, to
send out strong signals to the international
community that India isn’t a soft state. But
it’s worthwhile that death sentences to ter-
rorists have been fewer as compared to
rapists and murderers.

While people are optimistic that such
harsh punishments will lead to a drop in
crimes, analysts point out that things are
only getting worse. While bomb blasts
haven’t ceased, rapes and murders continue
unabated. In fact, some people opine that
such sentences are making martyrs out of
barbarians. 

Even as Afzal’s execution is put on
hold and his amnesty plea being considered,
it is we who should contemplate whether
better ways could be used to punish the
guilty. Because in the present scenario,
instead of  attacking the system which pro-
duces such criminals, we are attacking the
people themselves. The final choice, howev-
er, is ours.

(Nihar, TYCE, is an active student in class
known for his witty sense of humour.)

Sentenced to Death!!

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM
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